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requirements. 


Bausch & Lomb 
Zephyr-Light 
7X.35 mm Binocular 

Balcoted Optics 
$170.50 
Federal Tax 
Included 






ee, distinguish the delicate field marks ... ” 


WRITES FRANK McLAUGHLIN: “Naturalists, both amateur and professional, appreciate the 
value of split-second critical focusing, brilliance of image and wide field of view in binoculars. 
These three factors are most important to distinguish the delicate field marks of wildlife—espe- 
cially when observed moving through the green half-light of a woodland, or hiding among the 
shadows of fairly dense foliage. My Bausch & Lomb 7X, 35 Binocular meets these rigid 
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FRANK W. McLAUGHLIN is) P 
Field Executive for the New Jersey 
Audubon Society, staff naturalist 
in the Department of Education of 
the Philadelphia Academy of Nat- 
ural Sciences, founder and presi- 
dent of the Audubon Wildlife So.) 
ciety of Audubon, N. J., Executive | 
Committee member of the Con-' 
servation Council of New Jersey, 
and a Director of the Philadel phia\ 
Conservationists, Inc. A_ lifetime} 
interest in nature, beginning with 
his boyhood in rural southern| 
New Jersey, has qualified Mr. Mc-} 
Laughlin as a top-ranking natural-| 
ist, wildlife photographer, lecturer | 
and conservationist. 








WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG... . 
32 pages of useful information you 
should know before you buy any binocu- 
lar. Tells how to select a glass for your 
own use. Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 
12138 Lomb Park. Rochester 2, N. Y. 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Fall Migration 





Ludlow Griscom 


OR ONCE the weather really made history 

in North America. Florida had no hurricanes 

at all, but the Northeast had three! New Eng- 
land had two bad ones—‘Carol’’ and ‘‘Edna’’—the 
latter devastating the coast of Maine for a first, while 
“Hazel” after passing up the Carolina coast turned 
inland, lashed the District of Columbia, and did un- 
told damage around Toronto, Canada. See cover map 
for routes and dates. All three were accompanied by 
tremendous and excessive rainfall. Entirely apart from 
loss of life, damage to property, trees uprooted and 
whole forests laid low, definite short term conse- 
quences can be readily appraised. Long term conse- 
quences surely exist, but will take time to validate. 

1. Outstanding for the first two hurricanes was the 
killing of the leaves by salt spray (at least 25 miles 
inland) and the resultant stench of decaying vegeta- 
tion, which lasted over many weeks. 

2. There was an apparently corresponding decrease 
of insect life, with many dead, weakened or starving 
birds. Seeds, berries and fruit, an important source of 
food for birds in later months, disappeared or failed 
to ripen. This factor disrupted the late fall migration 
of land birds. 

3. The heavy rains, in places continuing through 
November, flooded swamps, ponds and rivers, thus 
disrupting the fall migration and normal counts of 
birds requiring those habitats. 

4. As usual, accounts are lacking of any large scale 
mortality of native birds during the hurricanes, al- 
though they must have occurred. Indeed reports of 
the exact opposite are printed, of birds seen flying 
about during the hurricane not seriously discommoded. 

5. The number and variety of hurricane vagrants 
from the South is, of course, greater than ever, and 
is given separate treatment beyond. 

6. As usual there are borderline cases, where we 
can guess but will never really know whether or not 
records of southern birds were due to the hurricanes, 
or to which one. Illustrations are the Forster's Tern, 
which always reaches the Massachusetts coast ever) 
fall, but which might have been brought up from the 
South with other southern terns to the Maine coast, 
where it is not of annual occurrence. Again, there is 
no previous Massachusetts record for the White Ibis, 
three adults of which were seen flying south over 
Plum Island on Sept. 26 (Paine and P. Ames). The 
question fairly arises, were they brought north by a 
hurricane and which one? See Yellow-billed Cuckoo 


beyond. 
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A. Hurricane Carol. Chiefly a blast of southern water 
birds, Leach’s Petrel in numbers to Cape Cod and 
Martha's Vineyard, svland records in eastern Massa- 
chusetts. Louisiana Heron, 3 records in Massachusetts 
Am. Oyster-catcher, New York, 6-7 birds; New Eng. 
land, 3. Wilson's Plover, New York, at least 6 birds 
Terns: inland Massachusetts records for Common, 
Least, Sooty and Caspian. Gull-billed Tern in Massa- 


chusetts (twice) and New York (twice); Cabot’s 
Tern in New Jersey (once), and Massachusetts 
(twice); Royal in New Jersey (abundant), New 


York (at least 32 birds in one day), and Massachu- 
setts (6 records); Sooty Tern in Massachusetts (6 
times, one specimen), and Maine (once); Noddy 
on Martha’s Vineyard (1 badly decomposed specimen 
found). Black Skimmer, in flocks throughout coastal 
Massachusetts, at Old Lyme, Conn., and on Long 
Island. 

B. Hurricane Edna. Brown Pelican in New York 
(twice) and possibly Forster’s Tern and Black Skim- 
mer to Maine. Chiefly southern landbirds on Cape 
Cod, Martha's Vineyard and Block Island, Rhode 
Island; no good evidence for Long Island, N. Y. 
Prothonotary Warbler in Massachusetts, many records 
up to 6 in one day to late October; Yellow-throated 
Warbler in New Hampshire (once), Rhode Island 
(once), and Massachusetts (at least 4 birds on Cape 
Cod); Kentucky Warbler, at least twice on Cape 
Cod; Hooded Warbler, almost abundant in south- 
eastern Massachusetts (up to 10 in one day); Sum- 





















mer Tanager in Massachusetts (5 records) to late | 
November; Blue Grosbeak in Massachusetts (4 birds) 


and Maine (collected). 


C. Hurricane Hazel. Again chiefly water birds. 


Leach’s Petrel inland at Royal Oak, Md.; Yellow- | 


billed Tropic-bird inland at Staunton, Va., Gettys- 
burg. Pa., and western New York; Glossy Ibis in 
western New York; Wood Ibis, first for Ontario; 
Laughing Gull inland in western Massachusetts, west- 
ern New York and Ontario; Sooty Tern inland at 
Baltimore, Md.; Black Skimmer inland at Reading, 
Pa., and New York. 

‘Elsewhere the weather dramatic. 
was a drought from the Carolinas southward to the 
Central Southern Region (very severe). Severe 
drought in the Southern Plains, the coast of Texas 
and southern Pacific areas with forest fires. Winter 
arrived northwestward in late November, after a 
particularly mild and open fall, causing excellent 
waterfowl hunting. The fall was very cool in Florida 
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with a remarkable number of records for the rarer | 
western or Central American migrants. Dr. Brooks 
has some wonderful notes on land bird migrants over 
mountain crests. As usual, Mr. Newman has fine notes 
on ceilometer conditions and on trans-Gulf migrants, 
remarking that migration began very early and lasted 
very late. The Southern Plains and coastal Texas had 
a good warbler flight. 

There was severe mortality to nocturnal migrants 
at airport ceilometers, radio towers and buildings in 
a dozen eastern and midwestern states. When orni- 
thologists were able to look over several hundred 
dead birds, many unusual records were obtained 
There was a bad oil disaster off the North Pacific 
coast | 

| 





Least Grebe.—Collected in New Mexico. | 

Shearwaters.—A great year off Cape Cod until the | 
fishing was ruined by Hurricane Carol. No less than 
12 Gray-backed Shearwaters off California, one speci- 
men obtained. Over 200 Audubon’s Shearwaters were 
noted off the coast of Alabama, of which two were | 
collected. 

Boobies —A Blue-faced was picked up in southern 
California. 

Southern Herons.—As usual in recent years, a poor 
flight in the Northeast, barring a few hurricane waifs 
Egrets are steadily increasing in the Western Prairies 
north to North Dakota and Alberta. The Reddish 
Egret was noted in Arizona and collected in Cali- 
fornia. Up to 6 Cattle Egrets were at Cape May, 
N. J., and 7 to 10 in eastern Virginia. 

Ibises —White-faced Ibis north to northern Texas 
and Kansas, and collected in Iowa. A Scarlet Ibis 
was collected in Florida. 

Swans.—There was a fine flight of Whistling Swans 
n the interior, with 3600 in North Dakota and 7000 
at Bear River. Sixty Trumpeter Swans were reported 
n Alberta and 16 in Wyoming. 

Geese.—Fair flight of most species throughout the 
country. The terminal population of Canadas on Cape 
Cod, Mass., is sharply down. The inland reports of | 
Brant are steadily increasing; this species is now re- 
ported as probably nesting in northern Ontario. Many | 
editors comment on scarcity of young snows and 
Blues. 

Ducks.—Poor flight in the Northeast, possibly due 
to too much water. Much better elsewhere, to poor in 
the Southwest (perhaps too warm or too dry). The 
Black Duck wintering population in the Northeast 
is badly down. 

Hawks.—Very variable. Poor flight in Massachu- 
setts, fair in New York and inland, poor in Pennsyl- 
vania. Hawk flights were missed completely in Louisi- 
ana, western Great Plains and coastal Texas. The 
Goshawk appeared in small numbers in the North- 
east and in Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota. The 
Golden Eagle was reported on quite a few occasions 
in the East and twice in Ohio. 

Whooping Crane.—Three in North Dakota and| 
21 at Austwell, Texas. No young birds. 








an excellent number of Pectorals. Golden Plover good, 
especially in northwest Florida and Tennessee. Ex- 
cellent numbers of Marbled Godwits in the North- 


; g al 
Shorebirds.—Poor late flight in the Northeast, 
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east from Massachusetts to New Jersey. Avocet in 
New York (1), and New Jersey (in flocks up to 
40). Buff-breasted Sandpiper, a few from Massachu- 
setts, New York and New Jersey. 

Jaegers-—Good August flight off Massachusetts 
coast until Carol. A Skua (subsp.) collected off Cali- 
fornia. 

Terns.—Bumper breeding season and in great abun- 
dance off Massachusetts until Carol. Deluge of south- 
erm species after Carol and Edna. It is not possible to 
say whether or not the numbers of Caspian Terns off 
the Massachusetts coast north to Maine were due to 
the hurricanes. 

Inca Dove.—Recorded in southern California. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo.—A flood to the Northeast 
after Hurricanes Carol and Edna, north to New- 
foundland (3 records, one specimen), Nova Scotia 
(many records and specimens, up to 10 in one day) 
and Maine (everywhere, many hundred reports, many 
specimens, up to 100 in a day in extreme eastern 
Maine). The dates are almost inexplicable: New- 
foundland, mid-October: Nova Scotia, a few in late 
September, many October 15-25, to November 7, 10 
seen; Maine, reports in early September, 
many in late September, most in early October. In 
Massachusetts the flood of cuckoos began filtering 
through in numbers from late September through 
October to early November. The birds were obviously 
dazed or starving, as they were flushed from road- 
side weed patches like quail, many were killed by 
autos, and not infrequently they were picked up alive 
off the ground. New York and coastal New Jersey 
tell the same story, the principal flight being in Octo- 
ber with stragglers to mid-November. In Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland and Virginia, Yellow-bills, similarly 
dazed, were found along Hazel’s path. In Florida 
one was found as late as Nov. 20. 

Exceptional numbers of Black-bills were also re- 
ported very late, but not in such abnormal numbers 
except at Orient, Long Island, where hundreds passed 
through daily at the peak of the flight. 

Grooved-billed Anis appeared in 
eastern Texas. 

Owls.—Snowy, light flight from New England to 
Maryland, inland from Ohio to Iowa and Minnesota 
and south most exceptionally to Arkansas. Screech 
Owl collected in Alberta. Great Gray reported nest- 
ing in Ontario. A Richardson's Owl was at Toronto 
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on Oct. 19. 

WW’ 00d peckers.—Heavy flight of Yellow-bellied Sap- 
suckers in the Northeast. Two Lewis's Woodpeckers 
seen in New York. 

Flycatchers.—Couch's Kingbird 
central California. Traill’s 
Fiorida. 

Chickadees.—A_ positive deluge of Black-capped 
Chickadees through New England, western New 
York, Ohio to Western Prairies and south to Mary- 
land and Virginia, with 12,000 reported in one day 
in western New York. Followed in the East only by 
a few Brown-capped: Massachusetts, 5 in one day; 
south to New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
collected in Maryland. 

Nuthatches.—A notable flight year for Red-breasted 
throughout the East, south to Florida, Louisiana, 
Southern Plains, eastern and western Texas and‘ 
Nevada! An equally notable flight of the White- 
breasted south through New England, New York, 
Maryland and Ohio. 

Kinglets, etc—The Golden-crowned south to cen- 
tral Florida and coastal Louisiana. Gnatcatchers at- 
tempted to nest in Connecticut and Vermont but 
failed: 4 nests were found in Ontario! But this ob- 
viously does not solve the mystery of their annual 
occurrences in New England. 

Gray Shrike.—Light flight through New England; 
far more inland from Ontario to Western Prairies, 
Montana, British Columbia and Washington. 

Vireos.—Philadelphia Vireo recorded from North 
Carolina, Georgia (3), Florida (2) and collected in 
Arizona. Red-eyed Vireo collected in central Cali- 
fornia. 

Warblers.—Black-throated Blue in Colorado. Black- 
throated Green in New Mexico, and Palm (West- 
ern) collected in Montana. 

Northern Finches.—Early flight of Evening Gros- 
beaks to Maryland, Illinois and Tennessee. Heavy 
flight of Pine Grosbeaks to Maryland, West Virginia, 
Illinois and Minnesota. Red Crossbills to southern 
New York, Pennsylvania and Virginia. White-winged 
Crossbills to Maryland, West Virginia, Ohio and 
Iowa, Michigan to Minnesota, South Dakota, Colo- 
rado, Kansas and Wyoming. Pine Siskins to Georgia 
and Florida, Snow Bunting to Tennessee. Am. Tree 
Sparrow to Louisiana and New Mexico. 

Unhappily the Starling has reached Los Angeles! 
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WATCHERS 


Spring Full-moon dates: April 6 and May 6 
Experienced moon watchers may choose any nights that are convenient 
during the week preceding and the week following each of these dates. New 
participants should limit work to the five-day periods surrounding each of 


these dates. 








REGION REPORTS 


Fall Migration 


August 16 to November 30, 1954 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—Many 
years will pass before we shall see another fall season 
to equal that of 1954 in interest. Three hurricanes 
within two months: two 
direct hits and a ‘“‘near 
miss” were without prece- 
dent, of course, and their 
effect on the birdlife of 
the Region was still be- 
ing felt in mid-Novem- 
ber. August was cool and 
pleasant with heavy land- 
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bird movements late 
in the month. “Carol” 
brought a sudden and 


violent end to these con- 
ditions on the 31st, with 
sustained winds of hurri- 
cane force, and a_ peak 
gust at Boston of 100 
m.p.h. The center of the 
storm passed across the 
northern end of Long Island and struck the New 
England coast in the Providence, R. I.—Buzzard’s 
Bay area, continued inland passing some 30 miles 
west of Boston and on up into New Hampshire, leav- 
ing untold devastation in its wake. While the outer 
Cape Cod and North Shore areas of Massachusetts 
escaped severe damage, the vegetation suffered heavily 
as all the green leaves were killed for miles inland by 
the salt spray; 2.58 inches of rain fell at Boston during 
the course of the storm and its immediate aftermath, 
followed by a series of violent thunderstorms on Sep- 
tember 7. On September 11, “Edna’’ arrived—at first 
seemingly bent on following “Carol's” path west of 
Boston, but at the last moment glancing off to the 
east, hitting the Outer Cape full force and continuing 
on to wreak heavy damage at Portland, Me., and up 
the coast into the Bay of Fundy. The annual Cape 
Cod Campout sponsored by the Massachusetts Audu- 
bon Society at Chatham was forced to spend almost 
the entire day in the local High School as Edna's 
“eye’’ passed directly overhead. They were amply re- 
warded the next day, however, when one area of 
thickets produced a Lincoln’s Sparrow, Yellow- 
breasted Chat, 4 Yellow-throated Warblers, 10 
Hoodeds, 3 Prothonotaries, and an Orchard Oriole, 
to say nothing of 200 Black Skimmers in the harbor 
nearby. At Boston the highest sustained wind velocity 
reached 74 m.p.h. for a comparatively short period, 
with gusts to 87 m.p.h. and with 5.65 inches of rain. 
As if this were not enough, Boston recorded 1.30 
more inches of rain on the 16th and 17th, pushing 
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the total for the month 5.32 inches above the average 
record 8.31 inches. Temperatures averaged 
cooler until late in the month when they moderated 
and carried on into October with a period of abnor. 
mally warm weather, establishing a record high for 
so late in the season of 90° on October 12. Hurricane 
Hazel’ threatened New England on the 15th but 


to a 





finally passed well to the west. It brought 1.35 more | 
inches of rain and winds of 41 m.p.h. The month | 


continued warm and the temperature never did fall 
below freezing at Boston. November was cool and 
dry for the first two weeks, but moderated with even 
more rain after mid-month. As the period came to a 
close, the Boston weather station stood within easy 
reach of recording the wettest year since 1878. The 
list of southern stragglers and very late dates, coupled 
with a fine flight of northern birds, has resulted in 
such a mass of data that only the briefest sort of a 
summary can be attempted here. Various of the more 
outstanding aspects are being written up in complete 
detail to appear elsewhere, but a few general observa- 
tions of the effects of these storms on the birdlife of 
the Region may be of interest. ‘Carol,’ coming first, 
seemed to have tremendous effect on sea and shore- 
birds, especially terns, and practically none on land 
birds. Exactly the opposite was true of ‘‘Edna,’’ seem- 
ing to open up a vast avenue for research into the 
origin of the storms and how they came to affect the 
birds they did. Various people reported on the effect 


of the high winds on the birds themselves. Ducks | 


seemed to be able to get along perfectly well as long 





as they flew directly into the teeth of the gale, but | 


flew with great difficulty when headed downwind. 
Several people observed hummingbirds feeding with- 


out concern at the height of the gale. Many re- | 


marked as to how land birds virtually disappeared. | 
No amount of searching in good habitats could un- | 


cover a single individual of any kind. In the Sudbury 
Valley, some 18 miles west of Boston, 2 Common 
Terns were seen beating their way steadily into the 
teeth of the northwest gale as ‘Edna’ battered the 
Outer Cape and passed forty to fifty miles to the east. 
Possibly these birds were trying to escape from the 
center of the storm and as a flew at least 
twenty miles straight inland. 

Loons and Grebes—Good numbers of Common and 


result 





Red-throated Loons in September and October, but | 


declining rapidly in November. Fair numbers of 
Horned Grebes but very few Red-necked. One Eared 
Grebe at Plum Island, Mass., Oct. 9. 

Shearwaters and Petrels—A fine flight in late 
August corresponding to the fine fishing off Cape 
Cod. Maximum counts were on Aug. 16 with 750 
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Sooty Shearwaters, 450 Greaters, 100 Cory’s, one 
Manx (7), and 150 Wilson's Petrels. Still good num- 
bers the following week but very few after “Carol,” 
except that petrels were blown into many harbors 
along the shore. Two Leach’s Petrels were found in- 
land as far as Cambridge and Lincoln, Mass. An 
Atlantic Fulmar (dark phase) was seen on Oct. 12 
south of Damiscove Island, Me. 

Gannets.—A fair to good flight in late November. 

Herons.—Very few southern stragglers except for 
small numbers after “Carol.” One Louisiana Heron 
was reported from Rhode Island and another from 
South Hanson Swamp, Mass., 3 White Ibis from 
Plum Island, Mass., and a Snowy Egret at Chatham, 
Mass., Oct. 13. 

Ducks and Geese—Canada Geese were reported 
down in numbers from Nova Scotia south, with the 
exception of one fair concentration of 4000 in Maine. 
A single Blue Goose appeared at Plum Island, Oct. 
29. The rarer ducks appeared in good numbers, with 
the Parker River Refuge providing an especially im- 
pressive concentration with up to 3 Gadwalls and 14 
Shovellers. Elsewhere in eastern Massachusetts, 6 
European Widgeon, 18 Redheads, and 8 Canvas-backs 
are noteworthy. The European Tufted Duck re- 
appeared at Marshfield, Mass., where it was shot by 
a hunter. The specimen has been preserved. Off 
Monomoy, Mass., a of Common 


fine concentration 


Eiders, Old-squaw, and scoters built up to an esti- 


mated 125,000 in early November. 

Hawks.—A Black Vulture was seen on Nantucket, 
Mass., Sept. 3, and a Gyrfalcon at Chatham, Oct. 12. 
A Swainson’s Hawk was reported from N. Scituate, 
Mass., Sept. 13; Essex County, Mass., Oct. 23; and 
in Martha’s Vineyard, Nov. 9. 

Gallinules —An especially heavy flight of Am. Coot 
was reported throughout the entire Region, especially 
inland in the Sudbury Valley. A Purple Gallinule 
was reported from Essex County, Mass., in October. 

Shorebirds—Covering only the highlights we find 
5 Am. Oyster-catchers, a Wilson's Plover. 2 Ruffs, and 
2 Curlew Sandpipers after ‘Carol,’ and a fine flight 
of Am. Golden Plover, Hudsonian and Marbled God- 
wits, and Pectoral Sandpipers. Several Baird’s Sand- 
pipers were found, and Buff-breasted Sandpipers were 


> 


reported from 3 localities. 

Jaegers—A fine flight of all three species off the 
Outer Cape prior to “Carol.” 

Gulls.—A Franklin’s Gull was seen at Nantucket, 
Sept. 1 through 4, and a Little Gull at Scituate, Mass., 
Sept. 18. A Sabine’s Gull was reported from Nauset, 
Mass., Aug. 15 and 25, and at Monomoy, Sept. 19. 
A Ring-billed Gull in Nova Scotia, Nov. 2, is note- 
worthy. Glaucous and Iceland Gulls reached Essex 
County by mid-November; the European Black-headed 
Gull was seen on the coast of New Hampshire and at 
Newburyport and Chatham, Mass., in mid-November. 
Black-legged Kittiwakes appeared off Cape Ann in 
good numbers in mid-November and were reported 
from Nantucket also. 

Terns—As reported in the Summer Season sum- 
mary, terns in this Region had a fine year, exceeded 
only by 1953 for nesting success. Huge concentrations 
of 10,000 to 15,000 were found on the Outer Cape 


in mid-August. By the end of the month the great 
majority had departed southward. With the arrival 
of “Carol,” however, huge numbers reappeared, evi- 
dently picked up farther south and carried bodily 
northward by the storm. Common Terns were carried 
far inland (200 in the Sudbury Valley, 400 at And- 
over, 75 at N. Andover, Mass.) 20 miles or more 
from salt water. However, while the huge concentra- 
tions on the Outer Cape consisted of roughly 50-50 
Common and Roseate, those swept inland were prac- 
tically all Commons (no Roseates in the Sudbury 
Valley, and only 10 in the Andover-N. Andover area). 
Black Terns were scattered all over eastern Massa- 
chusetts, and Least Terns were found at N. Andover 
(25), and the Sudbury Valley (1). Southern strag- 
glers after “Carol” included many Forster's, Gull- 
billed Terns at Providence, Little Compton, and 
Napatree Pt., R. I., and Monomoy, Provincetown, ‘ 
Martha’s Vineyard, and Scituate, Mass. Sooty Terns 
at Andover (2), Belmont (2), Plum Island (1 dead), 
Provincetown (2), Sagamore, and Scituate, Mass., and 
3 at Hogg Island, Me. Six records (7 individuals) of 
Royal Terns in eastern Massachusetts; almost all had 
departed by Sept. 12. Eight records (10 individuals) 
of Caspian Terns in eastern Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island. Two were as far inland as the Sudbury Val- 
ley. They had likewise largely disappeared by Sept. 
7. Individual Cabot’s Terns appeared at Nauset and 
Martha’s Vineyard on Sept. 1, and a Noddy was 
found dead at Martha’s Vineyard. Skimmers were 
found in at least 14 places along the Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island shores, in flocks of up to 250 
(Chatham) and 400 (Quicksand Pond, R. I.). 

Alcids.—All the regular species reported in good 
numbers from both the north and south shores of 
Massachusetts by mid-November. 

Cuckoos.—An unprecedented fall flight from New- 
foundland south (vz a flock of 100 in Maine in 
October, and individuals lingering to Oct. 25 in Nova 
Scotia, and Nov. 15 in Maine). Consisting almost 
entirely of Yellow-billed, the entire Region was 
flooded with the birds immediately after ‘Carol,’ 
with hundreds of reports. This phenomenon is being 
written up under separate cover so no attempt is be- 
ing made to condense the observations for this report. 

Owls.—The initial fall flight of Snowy Owls was 
under way by Oct. 21 (Essex County, maximum of 6 
on Nov. 21) with a fair scattering of individuals 
elsewhere along the coast. Very few other kinds re- 
ported—certainly a neglected group of birds in this 
area. 

Nighthawks through Flycatchers—Common Night- 
hawks and Chimney Swifts both lingered abnormally 
late, to Nov. 6, in Nova Scotia for the former, and 
Oct. 30 in eastern Massachusetts for the latter. Among 
the woodpeckers, an Arctic Three-toed found dead 
in Weston, Mass., Nov. 14 (Ayers), a Red-bellied 
in Wenham, Mass., in October, and several Red- 
headeds in eastern Massachusetts in September and 
October are noteworthy. We also had a huge flight 
of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, especially along the 
coast, from Sept. 25 into October. Two flycatchers 
were among the outstanding rarities of the season: 
a Couch’s Kingbird was perfectly described from 
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Marshfield, Mass. (Jacobs), and a Vermilion Fly- 
catcher was seen at Plum Island on the Parker River 
Refuge, Oct. 22, by two independent parties and 
identified without question (Kellogg, Chute). There 
was a fine flight of Empidonax flycatchers on the 
Outer Cape, Aug. 22, when both the Yellow-bellied 
and Traill’s were collected. 

- Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches, Wheatear—A fine 
flight of Blue Jays was reported in October from 
Nova Scotia south. Likewise, spectacular flocks of 
Black-capped Chickadees were reported from Nova 
Scotia and Cape Cod in late October and early No- 
vember, and with them came at least 9 reports of 
Brown-capped Chickadees in eastern Massachusetts, 
with as many as 5 in one flock. A Tufted Titmouse 
appeared at Osterville, Mass., in September. Red- 
breasted Nuthatches put on as fine a flight as we 
have seen in recent years, reported in large numbers 
from Maine to Massachusetts from Aug. 20 to 23, 
after which time the main numbers seemed to have 
passed through. Mr. Douglass H. Morse of Lisbon, 
Me., writes that they had completely cleared out from 
that region by Dec. 1, only 2 birds remaining as of 
that date. Seven individuals were reported from Nova 
Scotia (Lewis) as against none and one for the two 
previous years. A Greenland Wheatear at Chatham, 
Sept. 25 and 26 (Rich) is one of the outstanding 
rarities of the season. 

Warblers, Orioles and Blackbirds —Warblers were 
especially impressive after “Edna.’’ A Black and 
White lirigered to Oct. 22 in Nova Scotia, 5 reports 
of Prothonotaries after “Edna,” good numbers of 
Orange-crowned, including the second record for 
Nova Scotia; Cerulean at West Island, Mass., Sept. 
2 (Baird); 4 Yellow-throated at Chatham, Sept. 12 
(M. A. S. Campout) ; Kentucky at West Island, Sept. 
2 (Baird), Worcester, Sept. 1 (Mills), and Chatham, 
Sept. 18 (Halbergs): 10 Hoodeds at Chatham, Sept. 
12 (M. A. S. Campout), plus 3 other reports. October 
produced 26 species of warblers, including Prothono- 
tary and Yellow-throated from New Hampshire. No- 
vember recorded 12 species, including Bay-breasted 
and a Hooded. An oriole lingered: in Nova Scotia to 
Nov. 24, and a Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen 
at Monomoy, Sept. 15 (Goodell), and Orleans, Nov. 
14 (Brooks and Nickerson). 

Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows—Western Tan- 
ager (1 in September and 2 in November in Massa- 
chusetts); 5 reports of Summer Tanagers from eastern 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. A Black-headed 
Grosbeak appeared at a feeder in Barnstable on Cape 
Cod, Oct. 28, and is still there (Lyon). Blue Gros- 
beaks were recorded at Chatham, Sept. 12; Orleans, 
Sept. 18; 2 in Essex County, Oct. 17; and one col- 
lected at Pemaquid Pt., Me., Oct. 17 (Libby). Winter 
finches staged a fine flight, but seem to have moved 
through our Region and farther south. The combina- 
tion of the wet, cold spring and the hurricanes has 
stripped the shrubs and trees of food throughout 
eastern Massachusetts. Pine Grosbeaks appeared in 
unusual numbers in Nova Scotia in July and August, 
and first appeared in the southern portion of the 
Region on Sept. 12 at Nantucket. From Oct. 3 on 
there are some 18 reports from Massachusetts, and 
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40 and 50 birds. Evening Grosbeaks appeared by 
Oct. 10, and were reported from 30 localities by the 
end of the month. There were very few redpolls and 
only a fair flight of Pine Siskins. In November, 
White-winged Crossbills appeared in 9 different lo. 
calities in flocks of up to 28, but there were very few 


numbers in September (24), and less in October. 
One was collected in Nova Scotia, Oct. 1 (Mills). 
There were several Lark Sparrows in September, and 
3 in October in Massachusetts. A Clay-colored was 
seen on Nantucket, Sept. 6 (Snyder and Heywoods), 
There was a good flight of White-crowned Sparrows 
in September and October.—ALLEN MorGAn, W'a)- 
land, Mass., and RuTH P. Emery, Massachusetts 
Audubon Society. 155 Newbury St., Boston 16, Mass. 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—Each of 
the three hurricanes that swept through this Region 
during the period of fall migration had tremendous 
effect on the birdlife, not 
alone from unusual oc- 
currences reported but al- 





ruption of the timetables 
of normal migration. Un- 
usually high 
hazards of migration, at 
least in the New York 
City area and on Long 
Island. On the night of 
Oct. 5-6 at least 123 
birds were killed by strik- 
ing the Empire State 
Building and on__ this 
same night over 2000 
migrants were killed at 
the Westhampton (L. I.) 
Airport; 600 of the lat- 
were gathered and 

identified: there were 49 
species represented and of these the Black-poll War- 
bler formed about 17 per cent (L. Wilcox). There 
were several reports of heavy night flights; in the 
Adirondack Mountains of New York such flights oc- 
curred on Sept. 11-12, 28-29 and Oct. 2-3 (G. M. 
Meade). Around New York City most of this migra- 
tion was after the first of October. Throughout the 
fall the water level in the Lake Champlain Valley 
was high and large areas of lowland were flooded. 
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For this reason the waterfowl were widely dispersed; \ 


at the points of usual concentration of the dabbling 
ducks the water was so deep that these ducks could 
not feed. In the Adirondacks the heavy summer rain- 
fall lasted well into September, the summer's total 
at that time being 26 inches. 

Loons, Shearwaters —Thirty-three Common _ Loons 
were counted on Oct. 30 on Ashokan Reservoir, Ulster 
Co., N. Y. (J. Burroughs Nat. Hist. Soc.). In the 
Adirondacks near Tupper Lake where loons have not 
been reported heretofore, an adult Common Loon 
and a half-grown young were seen on Sept. 15 


some 30 reports in November with flocks of up to 
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Red Crossbills. Dickcissels were reported in only fair | 
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(GMM). Red-throated Loons are rather uncommon 
inland in New Hampshire and Vermont, but we have 
a record of 3 from Spofford Lake in southwestern New 
Hampshire on Nov. 19 (T. Richards) and one from 
Lake Bomoseen, Vt., on Nov. 6 (Elizabeth Ball). A 
late Cory’s Shearwater was at Montauk, L. I., on 
Nov. 2 (J. Mayer, G. Rose). 

Tropic-birds, Pelicans, Cormorants, Herons.—After 
a tropical hurricane we sometimes hear of Yellow- 
billed Tropic-birds occurring far inland. On. Oct. 
26 a badly decomposed bird of this species was found 
on Southwicks Béach on eastern Lake Ontario, south- 
western Jefferson Co., N. Y. (J. B. Belknap). The 
head, wings and feet were saved and deposited in the 
State Museum in Albany. This is the second record 
for the State. A White Pelican at Shinnecock Bay, 
L. I. (LW) and a Brown at Jones Inlet, L. I. (J. L. 
Bull) were probably brought there by the storms. The 
Double-crested rather rare in New 
England away from the coast; the records that we have 
are from Chesterfield. N. H., one, Sept. 21 (TR); 
Quechee, Vt., one, Sept. 11 (Louise Forsyth) and 
one at Sunderland, Mass., Oct. 23 (Schumacher). 
Three European Cormorants were at Montauk, L. I, 
Nov. 2. In the vicinity of Sandy Hook, N. J., a very 
late Am. Egret was recorded on Nov. 21 (G. D. 
Stout); and a Snowy Egret at Jones Beach, L. I., 
on Nov. (K. Harte). A few 
Louisiana Herons were variously reported on Long 
Island, the latest at Mecox, Sept. 14 (P. D. Skaar). 
A Little Blue Heron was seen at Quechee, Vt., on 
Aug. 2 (T. S. Fillebrown) and 2 adults spent most 
of August at Hardwick, Mass. A Green Heron re- 
mained in the Piermont marsh in Rockland Co., 
N. Y., until Nov. 6 (T. G. Dow). A few Black- 
crowned Night Herons were still in the heronry on 
Fishers Island, N. Y.. at the end of November (H. L. 
Ferguson, Jr.). An imm. Yellow-crowned Night 
Heron was seen near Binghamton, N. Y.. on Aug. 
22 and again on Aug. 28 (L. Bemont). At Monsey, 
N. Y., in a fresh-water marsh an Am. Bittern on 
Dec. 2 was a late record (F. Steffens). 

Geese.—Owing to prolonged high-water conditions 
in many parts of the Region in the late summer and 
early fall there was a wide dispersal of waterfowl; 
numbers at 


Cormorant is 


14 is almost a record 


usual concentration points were small 
although the total number of birds was probably 
normal. The flight of Canada Geese on the Vermont 
side of Lake Champlain was outstanding (R. W. 
Fuller); on Nov. 26 about 1000 passed high over 
the southern end of the lake (A. M. Decker). The 
main flight of Canadas through the Connecticut River 
Valley was limited to the period, Oct. 5-17 (S. A. 
Eliot). There was an increased number of Am. Brant 
reported from inland stations: on Oct. 31 there were 
2 flocks on the Hudson River at Bear Mountain Park, 
N. Y., one of 50 and the other of 150 birds (J. C. 
Orth); the same day 100 were seen at No. Ferris- 
burg, Vt.. on Lake Champlain (N. St. Jacques). On 
the New Jersey coast that same day over 1000 brant 
were moving down well offshore (G. M. Seeley, I. 
Black). The migration of these birds in the upper 
St. Lawrence River at Jefferson Co., N. Y., was good 
(JBB). The most surprising brant record was that of 


a flock of about 3000 birds on Lake Ontario about 
500 yards off Selkirk Shores State Park near Port 
Ontario, N. Y., on Oct. 31. The birds were restless 
and frequently a large segment of the flock would 
rise and circle about, often low over the observers’ 
heads. The diagnostic characters of the birds were 
well described. Both observers are quite familiar with 
the species (Mrs. E. Evans, F. Scheider). In early 
November, two reliable hunters reported 2000 brant 
on Oneida Lake, N. Y., about 25 or 30 miles from 
Lake Ontario. The earliest arrival of Snow Geese at 
Cap Tourmente, Que., was on Sept. 9 when 50 were 
seen; on Oct. 26, the date when the aerial count was 
taken by Louis Lemieux, the photograph showed 
35.766 geese, a considerable reduction from the count 
taken under similar conditions last spring. There were 
but few young birds this fall: in a sample flock of 
350 geese only 10 young birds could be found (R: 
Cayouette, LL). The last goose left the Cap on Dec. 
4. Farther south there was a definite migration of 
Snow Geese down Lake Champlain; at Shelburne, 
Vt., 125 were seen on Nov. 18 (NStJ) and at Chim- 
ney Point, Vt., 350 stopped on Nov. 27 (RWF). On 
the south end of Lake Memphremagog, Vt., 400 
Snows congregated on Dec. 1 (S. Rowdin). Few 
Blues were found. 

Ducks.—The reported decrease in numbers of dab- 
bling ducks in some sections was probably the result 
of wide dispersion due to high water. Wood Ducks 
were more numerous than a year ago: 50 were at 
Egremont, Mass., Sept. 1 (A. A. Saunders); 100 at 
No. Ferrisburg, Vt., Oct. 10 (NStJ) and 30 at Han- 
over, N. H., Oct. 10 (Edith L. Holyoke). Canvas- 
backs were plentiful from Lake Ontario eastward to 
the coast. A Barrow’s Golden-eye was shot in late 
October in the St. Lawrence River near Clayton, 
N. Y. (JBB) and a pair was collected on Nov. 10 
at Au Sable Point, N. Y.. on Lake Champlain (T. 
Lesperance). Between 200 and 300 Ruddy Ducks 
were on Parsippany Lake near Morristown, N. J., 
through most of December (C. D. Brown). 

Hawks.—In general the hawk migration was good 
through the Green Mountains of Vermont; in western 
Massachusetts and in the Hudson River Valley in New 
York. The flight was moderate at Bear Mountain in 
northwestern Connecticut, the highest mountain in 
the State. Bear Mountain appears to be located on a 
secondary hawk flyway, one that follows the Green 
and Berkshire Mountains, but not a part of the fly- 
way that crosses Mount Tom in Massachusetts (R. M. 
Hatch). Turkey Vultures were rather common in 
central Massachusetts in late summer, 10 or 12 in the 
sky at one time being reported by 2 observers; the 
2 downy young found at Tyringham, Mass., on Aug. 
29 indicated the first authentic nesting record for that 
State (R. Bliven, H. Regnier). A Black Vulture was 
seen at Hardwick, Mass., on Oct. 8 by H. J. Greene 
who is very familiar with this vulture in the South. 
Goshawks were more numerous in northern Vermont 
and New Hampshire than usual and the reports in- 
dicated that in December they moved farther south. 
On Dec. 19 an adult was at Lake Rega, Salisbury, 
Conn. (RMH). The middle of September marked the 
height of the Broad-winged Hawk flight; in Ulster 
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Co., N. Y., the peak was Sept. 17 and 18 (F. Hough) 
and at Mount Tom, Mass., it was Sept. 15. On Sept. 
17 over 3000 passed over Montclair, N. J. (CDB). 
More than 1000 were seen near Cos Cob, Conn., on 
Sept. 27 (Carol S. Roesler). September 23 was the 
maximum day at New Brunswick, N. J. (J. Baird) 
and on Sept. 23 and 24 at Plainfield, N. J., 750 
Broad-wings passed over (Carol Davis). A Golden 
Eagle was seen on the Shawangunk Mountain flight 
lane in Ulster Co., N. Y., in mid-October (H. Meng). 
Another Golden Eagle, an immature, was at Fishers 
Island, N. Y., on Nov. 18, but two days later it was 
found shot (HLF, Jr.). Several of these eagles were 
seen in northern New Jersey in late October by 
watchers of the hawk migrations, and one at Loon 
Lake Mountain in the Adirondacks in early October 
(G. T. Chase). A good flight of Ospreys passed over 
Sherwood Island on Long Island Sound off Westport, 
Conn.; 44 were counted on the morning of Sept. 12 
(Betty Long). 

Turkeys, Gallinules, Coots —In Vermont, Ruffed 
Grouse were reported as still numerous in the Green 
Mountains (AMD) but near Vergennes on Lake 
Champlain the numbers show a reduction of about 
50 per cent (RWF). Reports from New York State 
indicate a reduction in numbers. There have been no 
recent reports of the Turkeys released a year ago in 
Sullivan Co., N. Y. (K. D. Niven). At Cap Rouge, 
Quebec Co., Que., an immature Florida Gallinule was 
collected on Oct. 12 and deposited in the Provincial 
Museum (L.-A. Lord). One of this species was seen 
at Sandy Pond, eastern Lake Ontario on Oct. 31, a 
very late date for this vicinity (Onondaga Aud. Soc.). 
Two immature Am. Coots about one-third grown 
were seen with the adults at Mecox Bay, L. I., on 
Aug. 20 (LW); 2 on Kiamesia Lake on Oct. 19 seem 
to be the first record for the species in Sullivan Co., 
N. Y. (KDN). 

Shorebirds.—There were probably 6 or Am. 
Oyster-catchers on eastern Long Island during Sep- 
tember, most reports coming from Shinnecock Bay. 
On western Long Island one was at Jones Beach on 
Sept. 11 (PDS) and one at Jamaica Bay, Oct. 2 
(Mayer). There were probably 6 or more Wilson's 
Plover on eastern Long Island during September and, 
in addition, one was at Old Lyme, Conn., on Sept. 4 
(E. R. P. Janvrin); at Wreck Pond on the northern 
New Jersey coast one was first reported on Sept. 3 
and was seen there daily until Sept. 12. More Am. 
Golden Plover were reported than usual; on Oct. 2, 
7 were seen near the top of Mount Albert in Gaspe 
Park, Que., elevation about 3700 feet (RC). Some 
other reports were of 19 at Mecox Bay, L. I., Sept. 
12 (LW) and 12 at Sea Girt, N. J.. Sept. 11 (Eynon, 
Baird). Although there were larger numbers of Am. 
Woodcock than are ordinarily found in the vicinity 
of the Missisquoi Refuge in northern Vermont the 
report from the Connecticut River Valley in Massa- 
chusetts calls the species alarmingly scarce. For the 
fourth consecutive year one or more Purple Sand- 
pipers have been seen at Burlington, Vt.—the arrival 
date was Oct. 31 (NStJ). On the same date one was 
found at Selkirk State Park, N. Y., on eastern Lake 
Ontario, the first record for this area (OAS). On Oct. 
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10 at Lebanon, N. H., 3 Pectoral Sandpipers estab. 
lished a new late date for the area (ELH). There’ 
were a number of reports of Buff-breasted Sandpiper; ) 
from eastern Long Island; more from the New York} 
City area and from Wreck Pond on the New Jersey§ 
coast. Several Marbled Godwits were reported from 
Long Island in early September but only one Hud.f 
sonian Godwit was found, at Great Kills, Staten Is. 
land, N. Y., on Sept. 29 (H. Flamm). On Aug. 20 
an Am. Avocet appeared at a shallow pond on Staten! 
Island and remained there for 3 days (Mathilde P 
Weingartner): at Wreck Pond, N. J., another of this 
species was reported; first seen on Sept. 25, it stayed 
for 3 weeks at this point (C. Rosenthal and man 
others). 

Gulls through Alcids.—An early Iceland Gull was 
recorded at Milford, Conn., on Sept. 6; at Como, 
near Spring Lake on the New Jersey coast, a Lesser 
Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) was found in 
flock of other gulls (J. L. Edwards and others) 
Laughing Gulls were found inland in mid-October, 
one at Pittsfield, Mass.; and in Onondaga Co., N. Y, 
20 were seen on Lakes Ontario and Oneida. At Shin. 
necock, L. I., on Sept. 1 a report of 2 and perhaps 3 
Franklin’s Gulls was made; 2 of the gulls were 
adult, one in winter plumage, the other with still} 
trace of black on the head; the birds, were 
studied at close range, both on the beach and in 
flight, all characters were noted and reported; the] 
third gull was an immature. The observer, W. W 
Reid, has spent much time in North Dakota and js 
very familiar with the species. A Little Gull (L) 
minutus) was found at Wolfes Pond, Staten Island} 
N. Y., on Nov. 11 (FW). In early September there 
were 3 records of Gull-billed Terns from southem 
Long Island and the northern New Jersey coasts 
Forster’s Terns numerous on eastern Long 
Island in the latter part of September; the highest 
count was at Mecox on Sept. 25 when 52 were 
counted (LW). At West Brookfield in central Massa- 
chusetts a flock of terns, all Common except for i 
few Roseate, was seen on Sept. 1 (J. H. Conkey) 
Throughout the month of September numerous Royal 
Terns were reported along the coast from eastem 
Long Island to Point Pleasant, N. J., the highest 
count being 32 at Shinnecock, L. I. One was seen on 
Staten Island on Sept. 11 (MPW). A late date for 
this tern was Nov. 27 when one occurred at Manas. 
quan, N. J. (FW). 
September Caspian Terns were found at several short 
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some 


were 


points but they were outnumbered by the Royals. Aj 


late Black Tern was at Mecox, L. I., on Nov. 2 
(Raynor). Normally 200 Black Skimmers would rep 
resent an extremely large concentration at any poi 
on the Long Island coast but on Sept. 9, 600 were a 
Mecox Bay and 200 at Shinnecock—by far the larges 
concentration ever reported in this area, and presum- 
ably birds from the south (LW). At Old Lyme 


Conn., Black Skimmers were seen almost daily from 


Aug. 31 to Sept. 7, the maximum number being 1 
on Sept. 4 (Mary Janvrin and ERPJ). One of this 
species, far off range, occurred at Norwich, N. Y 
(in the Binghamton area) on Oct. 17 (LB). The las 


Black Skimmer seen in the Region was at South} 


During the first two weeks aij 
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Amboy, N. J., on Nov. 28 (GMS, et al.). Only one 
alcid was reported, an Atlantic Puffin at Montauk, 
L. I., on Nov. 2 (JM, GR). 

Doves, Cuckoos.—Mourning Doves were generally 
reported and relatively numerous; about 50 were seen 
at Canaan, Conn., Sept. 29 (AAS); many were at 
Vergennes, Vt., until Oct. 4 (RWF); 40 were seen 
at the Missisquoi Refuge at Swanton, Vt., on Oct. 10 
(R. H. Minns). This might well be called the year 
of the cuckoo for the flight throughout the month of 
October was enormous, both the Yellow- and the 
Black-billed species covered the eastern part of the 
Region, particularly so near the coast; normal migra- 
west of the Hudson River 
Valley: there were no reports from Vermont. Both 
vicinity of Quebec city in late 
September and early October (LAL), but no records 
from the Montreal area were received. The birds ar- 
rived in the Connecticut Lakes section of northern 
New Hampshire in early October (F. T. Scott) and 
at about the same time numerous reports came from 
Hanover, N. H., and from nearby Lyme, N. H. 
(ELH); farther south in the Connecticut River Val- 
ley the flight of Yellow-bills lasted until Oct. 24 and 
that of the less numerous Black-bills until Oct. 10 
(SAE). At Fishers Island, N. Y., in Long Island 
Sound, there was an abundance of cuckoos of both 
species during October; many dead birds were picked 
up around houses and along the roads; some indi- 
viduals seemed so weak that they could be approached 
to within a few feet (HLF, Jr.). Crossing the Sound 
would bring them to the vicinity of Orient, L. I.; 
here the first birds were noted on Sept. 23 


tion seemed to prevail 


species were in the 


and the 
flight continued through most of October. At the peak 
of the flight it was estimated that 1000 cuckoos passed 
through each day, two-thirds were reported as Black- 
bills. Not only did they fly through the woodlands 
but also across the open fields (R. Latham). The 
flight through Long Island was heavy and the last 
cuckoo was noted on Nov. 2 at Baldwin (E. W. 
and Mrs. Teale). The heaviest migration in the 
neighborhood of Sandy Hook, N. J., was during the 
first week of October (GDS). The flight down the 
New Jersey coast was reported by all field workers 
from Sept. 29 to the end of October with some lag- 
gard individuals seen in mid-November; there were 
several notes of birds that seemed unable to fly, a 
suggested case of intoxication from eating the fruit 
of Pokeweed (PhAjtolacca americana). In many cases 
cuckoos were seen feeding on the ground. 

Owls, Nighthawks.—Snowy Owls came into the 
Region in considerable numbers. The earliest report 
was from North Hudson, N. Y., in the Adirondacks, 
Nov. 2 to 5 (A. Amstutz) and another early record 
was from Riviére du Loup, Que., on Nov. 5 (H. 
Ouellet); other records were from the Connecticut 
River Valley in Massachusetts ; Rensselaer, N. ) a 
Nov. 14 (Schenectady Bird Club); from Long Island 
and from Avon, N. J. (F. W. McLaughlin). Four 
were seen in Jefferson Co., N. Y., during the last 
2 weeks of November (JBB); at Burlington, Vt., 
one was found feeding on a freshly-killed Ring-billed 
Gull (NStJ). Several Saw-whet Owls were in the 
vicinity of New York City in October, 2 within city 


limits; one of these was in Bronx Park (Young), the 
other, in Central Park (P. Messing). A Saw-whet 
Owl was shot near New Paltz, N. Y., by a fruit 
grower; it seems that the calls of the bird were rais- 
ing havoc among his superstitious Jamaican helpers 
as they threatened to move out in a body if the owl 
remained (HM, R. Pyle). Some large Common Night- 
hawk flights were noted, 100 at Hanover, N. H., Aug. 
19 (J. B. Holyoke) ; 200 at Ramsey, N. J., on a day 
in late September (A. Runk). A very late migrant 
was seen on Staten Island, N. Y., at Wolfes Pond, 
Nov. 11 (FW, C. Lincoln). 

Wood peckers.—The Pileated Woodpecker is slowly 
adapting his habits and is taking advantage of the 
offerings of civilization; in Cos Cob, Conn., one now 
comes regularly to a feeding station to feed on suet 
(CSR). On Nov. 28 and again on Dec. 4 and 12a ¢ 
Red-bellied Woodpecker was seen near Syracuse, 
N. Y., the first record for Onondaga County (OAS). 
A Red-headed Woodpecker was in Central Park, New 
York City, on Oct. 22 (PM, G. Carleton); 6 of this 
species were found at Sparta, N. J., on Aug. 29 
(Carol Davis). On Oct. 28 a Lewis’s Woodpecker 
appeared at a feeding station not far from Ossining, 
N. Y. It remained in that vicinity for about 10 days 
and was seen by many observers, several of whom 
were familiar with the species in the West. This is 
probably the second record of this woodpecker in the 
East. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were unusually nu- 
merous in early October in the Connecticut River 
Valley (SAE) and in northern New Jersey (E. B. 
Nixdorf). A pair of Three-toed Woodpeckers was 
seen on Sept. 8 near Crystal Lake, Lewis Co., N. Y.: 
the species had never before been recorded in that 
area (JBB). 

Flycatchers—An Eastern Kingbird on Nov. 11 at 
Riis Park, L. I., is probably the latest record for the 
New York City area (Grant, Eisenmann). There were 
between 20 and 25 Western Kingbirds reported from 
Sept. 20 to Nov. 14 in the territory extending from 
Mount Tom, Mass., south to Wreck Pond, N. J. On 
Oct. 7 a Fork-tailed Flycatcher was seen near Cler- 
mont, N. Y. The bird was perched on a wire beside 
the road and permitted a close and prolonged observa- 
tion. It was first seen and identified by Mrs. R. V. 
Ingersoll. Mrs. Ingersoll is familiar with the species 
and has often studied it in Central and South America 
There have probably been no former records from 
New York State. 

Jays, Magpies, Ravens, Crows.—The numbers of 
Gray Jays in the Connecticut Lakes area in New 
Hampshire, which had decreased sharply in the last 
few years, have shown a rapid increase this fall 
(FTS). The migration of Blue Jays was heavy, par- 
ticularly during the last 10 days of September. Of 
the Am. Magpies that were released during the sum- 
mer in Vermont, 2 were seen at Pittsburg, N. H., on 
Oct. 5 (Morressey). A Common Raven was at Back 
Pond near Pittsburg, N. H., on Nov. 11, and 2 at 
the Second Conecticut Lake on Nov. 20 (FTS). In 
New York State a Common Raven was found near 
Saranac in the Adirondacks on Oct. 15 (G. T. Chase) 
A heavy migration of Am. Crows in the Dead Creek 
area on Lake Champlain in Vermont began about Oct. 
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3 and on the 15th the passing birds were timed over 
a half-hour period. The average was one bird per 
second. The flight continued at varying rates for 3 
days thereafter (RW’F). 

Chickadees, Titmice, Nuthatches—A very notice- 
able movement of Black-capped Chickadees was re- 
ported across the entire Region from the Connecticut 
River Valley west to Syracuse and Binghamton, N. Y. 
On Oct. 16 and 17 hundreds of chickadees were seen 
passing through the Trailside area of Bear Mountain 
Park, N. Y. (JCO). After the middle of October 
many Brown-capped Chickadees were found with the 
other speciesand were recorded as far south as 
Morristown, N. J. (J. Hand) and Manhasset, L. I. 
(Edith and J. L. Bull). The Tufted Titmouse still 
moved north on the east side of the Hudson River as 
on Nov. 25 one was seen east of Hyde Park in 
Dutchess Co. (B. S. Ridgley). A good flight of Red- 
breasted Nuthatches was rather generally recorded, 
me of the earliest reports being from Plainfield, N. J., 
on Sept. 2 (CD). They were very plentiful in Ulster 
and Rockland Counties in New York State. 

Wrens, Thrushes—At Oneida, N. Y., a Carolina 
Wren was seen on Nov. 9 and 12 (H. P. Nodecker). 
a still more northerly occurrence was at Saranac Lake 
in the Adirondacks, Nov. 28 to Dec. 3 (GMM). On 
Oct. 3, at New Brunswick, N. J., 
heavy migration flight at dawn during a dense fog; 
the volume of thrush notes was tremendous. The 
flight continued until 8:45 a.m. and during the period 
thousands of thrushes were heard: Olive-backed, Gray- 
cheeked and Veerys were identified by their call notes 
(J. Baird). A very small Gray-cheeked Thrush seen 
at Northampton, Mass., on Oct. 18 further adds to 
the impression that the lesser segregate of this species 
is a later migrant than is the larger form (SAE). 

Gnatcatchers, Waxwings, Warblers —An adult and 
an immature Blue-gray Gnatcatcher were found near 
Northampton in the vicinity where a ¢ 2 


there was a very 


sang for 2 
or 3 weeks in May (SAE, Johnson). At Monticello, 
N. Y., a reported Bohemian Waxwing was studied 
at close range and the diagnostic characters were well 
seen; this was on Nov. 15 and near the spot where 
one was seen last January (KDN). The Prothonotary 
Warbler is casual in western Massachusetts but one 
was seen on Sept. 1 at Pittsfield (Schumacher). A 
late Blue-winged Warbler was reported at Hadley, 
Mass.. on Sept. 26 (Fessenden) and a Prairie War- 
bler at Northampton, Mass., on Oct. 17 was also late 
(SAE). Connecticut Warblers were much more plenti- 
ful than in pas* autumns. 

Orioles, Grackles—Baltimore Orioles were gen- 
erally reported to the end of the period and probably 
many will winter in the southern part of the Region. 
This species is but rarely seen near Quebec city at any 
time but one was found there on Oct. 20 and pre- 
sumably the same bird on Oct. 29 and Nov. 17 (RC. 
L. Lemieux). On Sept. 1 a 2 Boat-tailed Grackle 
at Brookhaven, L. I., was reported by D. Puleston; 
the observer is very familiar with these grackles in 
the South. 

Finches and Sparrows.—In the Adirondack Moun- 
tains the cone crop among the pines and balsams was 
poor; fair in larches and hemlocks and good only in 
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white and black spruces. The fruit crop was fair on 
birches, ash and dogwood (GMM). This same con. 





dition was reported from other sections and the result | 


may be the large number of northern finches that 
have moved south. 

A Cardinal was still at Turners Falls, Mass., on 
Nov. 21 (Clark). There were 2 Blue Grosbeaks in 
Prospect Park, Brooklyn, N. Y., on Sept. 23 (GC); | 


nerrereerer 


one at Idlewild, L. I.. from Sept. 25 to Oct. 3 (GC f 


JM) and a @ at Bloomfield, N. J., on Oct. 6 (H. 
Anderson). Dickcissels were rather generally reported 
from mid-September to early November but most of 
the occurrences were coastal, particularly near the 
New Jersey shore; inland records came from Walpole, 
N. H., one in early October and another from Nov. 
8 to the end of the period (Mrs. R. Brainard); at 
Paterson, N. J., one was reported on Oct. 16 (N. 
Boyajian). The flight of Evening Grosbeaks was 
heavy. They arrived at New Salem, Mass., on Sept. 28 
(Weeks) and Englewood, N. J., on Oct. 3 (P. 
Brinckerhoff); through the last 2 weeks of October 
practically all reports from northern New _ Jersey, 
western Connecticut and Massachusetts _in- 
cluded records of this species; few if any seemed to 
reach Long Island. A House Finch was seen at 
Pittsfield, Mass., on Sept. 24 (G. Schumacher) and 
on Oct. 17 
The observers have seen many of this species in the 
Southwest. 

In the late fall a general 
occurred. The earliest was 
Quebec city on Oct. 25 (RC 


t 


western 


flight of Pine Grosbeaks 
seen in the vicinity of 
) and at Riviére du Loup 


and at Ste. Thécle, Que.. on Oct. 17 and 19 (LAL); 


a 2 in the same vicinity (R. Schumacher). } 





from that time they became widespread through west- 
ern New England, New York, except Long Island, 
and northern New Jersey: they were common in the 
Green Mountains of Vermont (AMD). In the Adi- 
rondack Mountains the heaviest influx in 
many years and as usual many were killed in the 
roads by cars (GMM): near Hyde Park, N. Y., a 
small flock was seen on Nov. 25 feeding on Black 
Alder berries (BSR). Two European Goldfinches on 
Welfare Island in New York City, first seen on Aug 
3, remained there through September (H. and V. 
Bauer). Reports of Common Redpolls were numerous 
from Vermont, 150 at Huntington on Nov. 28 
(NStJ), and small flocks were widely distributed 


this was 


through eastern New York and northern New Jersey. | 
Pine Siskins were scarce in the northern part of the J 


Region but very numerous in the southern section; 
100 at Cos Cob, Conn., on Oct. 31 
New Milford, N. J.. on Oct. 17 (Mrs. Terhune). At 


Saugatuck Reservoir near Redding, Conn., a nest off 
an Am. Goldfinch with 4 young was reported on Sept. | 


24, the young left the nest on the very late date of 
Oct. 3 (BL). Both Red and White-winged Crossbills 
were found in widely scattered flocks throughout the 
Region. A Lark Sparrow at Wreck Pond, N. J., was 
reported as the first record for Monmouth Co. 
(GMS). At Hanover, N. H., 3 Sharp-tailed Sparrows 
were found on Oct. 15; they remained there for 6 
days (ELH); at Northampton, Mass., a Sharp-tail 


(CRS); 100 at 


was seen on Oct. 2—CHARLES K. NICHOLS, American | 


Museum of Natural History, New York 24, N. Y. 
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MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—Un- 
seasonably warm but variable weather prevailed 
through the fall. September was dry but October and 
November brought 
excess rainfall. 
Hurricanes provid- 
ed the chief inter- 
est in the Region, 
’ although little ef- 
“= ‘ fect on bird life 
was noticeable. 
Two hurricanes, 
Carol and Ed- 
na, touched the 
Region lightly; 
but Hazel, which 
passed through on 
October 15 with 
sustained winds 
(5-minute aver- 
age) at Washington, D. C., of 66 m.p.h. and gusts up 
to 98 m.p.h., did great damage. Numerous reports of 
Northern Phalaropes after Hurricane Edna on Sept. 
11 indicated that the blow caught an offshore migra- 
tion of these birds. A Black Skimmer appeared at 
Tinicum, Philadelphia, Pa., Sept. 18 (David Cutler). 
Following Hazel, a Black Skimmer was seen at Lake 
Ontelaunee, near Reading, Pa., on Oct. 16 (Earl 
Poole). A Leach’s Petrel, picked up near Royal 
Oak, Talbot Co., Oct. 17, is the only inland Mary- 
land record (R. L. Kleen). A Parasitic Jaeger was 
recorded on the Delaware River, near Camden, N. J., 
on Oct. 21 (Harry Bodley, J. K. Potter). This and 
the skimmers are firsts for these areas. Unusual num- 
bers of Forster’s, Royal, and Caspian Terns in the 
northern part of the Region immediately after Hazel 
seem significant. A Sooty Tern, picked up on a Balti- 
more street on Oct. 17, died in the zoo a week later 
(Haven Kolb). Smog may have contributed to the 
death of many birds found around the base of the 
ceilometer at the Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton, Pa., 
Airport on Oct. 6. John Trainer picked up 210 birds 
of 38 species, including a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
and 47 Olive-backed Thrushes. 

Shearwaters, Petrels —A Cory'’s Shearwater was 
seen 7 miles off Stone Harbor, N. J., Aug. 18 (J. K. 
Wright), and one seen from land at Cape May, N. J., 
Sept. 25 (Ernest Choate, DC). Wilson’s Petrels were 
seen offshore from Stone Harbor, 20 on Aug. 18 and 
5 on Aug. 30 (Lewis Oring, JKW). 

Herons and Ibises.—A high of 6 Cattle Egrets was 
reported from Cape May on Aug. 11 (Floyd Wol- 
farth). Up to 7 were present all summer on Piney 
Island, near Chincoteague, Va. (E. O. Mellinger). 
There were 10 on the Chincoteague Refuge from 
Sept. 13 to Oct. 2, 7 on Oct. 9, but none after the 
passing of Hazel. Louisiana Herons have shown a 
marked increase in the northern part of the Region, 
with a high count of 80 (54 in one group) the last 
week in August at Stone Harbor (W. B. Wright), 
and 59 (50 in one group) on Aug. 5 at Bombay 
Hook, Del. (P. F. Springer). At Cape May 5 Glossy 
Ibises were recorded on Aug. 17 (LO, JKW); and 
at Bombay Hook 2 on July 30 (William Ithnell, Jr.) 
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and 3 from Aug. 10 to 12 (PFS). A White Ibis was 
seen at Stumpy Lake, Norfolk, Va., from Sept. 21 for 
several days (W. F. Rountrey, ef al.). 

Geese and Ducks.—Maurice Broun counted 150 
Am. Brant, passing just under the Lookout at Hawk 
Mountain, Pa., on Nov. 4. Of late they have been 
reported more frequently at inland points. No great 
numbers had appeared at Chincoteague by mid- 
November (EOM). W. W. Reid reported a 93% de- 
crease in ducks at Camptown, Pa., as compared with 
last year. A European Widgeon was noted at Bom- 
bay Hook, Oct. 30 (DC). Possibly due to Hazel, cer- 
tain sea ducks—Old-squaw, Buffle-head, and White- 
winged Scoter—appeared on the Delaware River near 
Philadelphia after mid-October. An apparently ex- 
hausted Am. Scoter was seen on the beach at Cape 
May, following Hurricane Edna (Rodman Ward). 

Vultures, Hawks, and Eagles—Black Vultures 
have been reported from Bombay Hook and Cape May. 
The season at Hawk Mountain was rather poor, be- 
cause of by-passing by Broad-wings. The total was 
12,773, including 3 Rough-legged Hawks, 77 Bald, 
and 40 Golden Eagles, with 2 adult to one immature 
Golden Eagle. However, the flight of 89 Goshawks 
was the best since 1943 (MB). Two Golden Eagles 
were seen at Cape May on Oct. 7 (B. Grant, Q. 
Kramer). One was at Berlin, Md., Nov. 13 (Harriet 
A. Sutton, D. C. Aud. Soc. group). An early Rough- 


legged Hawk was seen at Presquile Refuge, James 
River, Va.. on Oct. 8 (John DeLime); -and 2 of 
these birds were at Kiptopeke, Va., Nov. 26 (F. R. 


Scott, C. C. Steirly). 

Rails.—During the high tides following Hurricane 
Edna 2 Black Rails were flushed at Kiptopeke on 
Sept. 11 (FRS, CCS). A Virginia Rail, rare at 
Charlottesville, Va., was seen on Sept. 25 and Oct 
9 (C. E. Stevens, Jr.). 

Shorebirds.—Only the highlights of a fine migra- 
tion can be mentioned. Edward Manners reported 
about 30,000 at Bridgeport, N. J., in late July, with 
the Semipalmated Sandpiper figuring largely in the 
total. By the second week in August the great majority 
of the birds were Western Sandpipers. Edwin T. 
McKnight paid special attention to “peeps” at Cape 
May around Sept. 1, and noticed that Western Sand- 
pipers far outnumbered the Semipalmated. Am. 
Golden Plovers have been reported on all sides, with 
a New Jersey high of 100 at Brigantine, Oct. 28 
(Emerson Kemsies), and a Pennsylvania high of 
220 at Tinicum, Oct. 3 (John Miller), and with 
birds recorded at Norfolk (Paul Sykes, R. Peake) and 
Charlottesville (CES, Mrs. A. H. Michie, Mrs. Col- 
gate Darden, Jr., Mrs. C. O. Gregory). Two Upland 
Sandpipers were seen at Cape May, Aug. 30 (ETM, 
P. A. DuMont). Sykes saw an early Purple Sand- 
piper at the Little Creek jetties, Norfolk, Oct. 23. 
White-rumped Sandpipers were reported only in 
small numbers. R. and C. Miller found a flock of 13 
Baird's Sandpipers at Ontelaunee, Pa., on Sept. 5. 
There were more reports than usual of Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers: Barnegat, N. J., Aug. 20 (Frank Mc- 
Laughlin, E. W. Smalzried) ; Stone Harbor, Sept. 24 
(Charles Lincoln); Columbia, Pa., Aug. 21 and 2 
(T. Hake); Cape May, Sept. 25 (J. H. Arnett, Jr., 
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W. J. McMurtrie). At Beach Haven Inlet, N. J., a 
high count of 12 Marbled Godwits was made on 
Sept. 28 (Ed. Bloor) and of Hudsonian Godwits on 
Aug. 26 (FL); and at Chincoteague, R. R. Kerr, 
Ellsworth Knudson, and John Terborgh found 16 
Marbled Godwits on Sept. 7; and Kerr and Terborgh 
found 2 Hudsonian Godwits on Aug. 21. A Ruff was 
seen at Tinicum late in the summer; later another 
joined it; and both were still present on Nov. 18 
(C. Price, JM). A very unusual record is that of a 
Sanderling at Curle’s Neck, near Richmond, Va., on 
Oct. 6 and 23 (FRS). Forty Am. Avocets, a record 
high, have frequented the salt marshes south of 
Fortescue, N. J., this fall, being still there on Nov. 
20 (fide B. K. Matlack). Two on Oct. 2 were the 
only records at Chincoteague this season (EOM). A 
Red Phalarope at Bombay Hook, Oct. 22, seems to 
be the first Delaware record (DC). There were several 
Wilson’s Phalarope records from the Jersey coast, 
and 2 at Columbia, Pa., Aug. 8 (TH); also 2 were 
seen at Chincoteague Refuge on Sept. 7 (RRK, EK, 
JT); and one was studied at close range at Stumpy 
Lake, Norfolk, on Oct. 9 (WER, ef al.). 

Jaegers and Terns.—Jaegers have been present 
along the coast in unusual numbers. An adult Long- 
tailed Jaeger and a high of 10 Parasitic Jaegers were 
seen at Cape May on Oct. 9; and an adult Parasitic 
was observed on an offshore trip from Cobb Island, 
Va., Sept. 25 (FRS, CCS, J. H. Grey). The number 
and variety of terns seen in the northern part of the 
Region has been phenomenal. Broun reported 7 
species at Barnegat Light, N. J., Sept. 1, including 
the first Cabot’s Tern for the State. What was no 
doubt the same bird was seen by others several miles 
farther south the same day. A Gull-billed Tern’s 
nest with downy young was found at Stone Harbor 
on July 11 (M. S. Cottrell); and on Aug. 18 an 
adult was seen feeding 2 immature birds, probably 
the same (JKW, LO). 

Cuckoos, Ouls, Swifts—All reporters mentioned 
the abundance of cuckoos. One was seen after Nov. 
1 in Philadelphia (W. Jay). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
at Monkton on Nov. 12 is the latest. Maryland record 
(S. W. Simon). A Snowy Owl was shot at Pleasant 
Valley, Bucks Co., Pa., Oct. 23 (MB); and one was 
seen at Sandy Point, Md., Nov. 13 (Harriet Sutton). 
Five Saw-whet Owls were recorded in Maryland: 
Neavitt on Oct. 23 (Geo. Haddaway), Unity (S. H. 
Low) and Laurel (C. S. Robbins) on Nov. 7, Gibson 
Is. on Nov. 14 (V. Henderson, ef a/.), and Wittman 
on Nov. 10 (RLK). A Chimney Swift at St. Michaels 
on Nov. 2 is the latest for Maryland (Joe Spurry). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows.—Heavy 
flights of Yellow-shafted Flickers occurred around Oct. 
1, with 300 at Cape May on Oct. 5 (R. D. Ross 
group). Red-headed Woodpeckers have apparently 
staged something of a come-back, with birds reported 
at 5 Pennsylvania and New Jersey places. Western 
Kingbirds were reported between Sept. 4 and Nov. 21 
in Delaware at Kenton and Bombay Hook; in New 
Jersey at Tuckerton and Cape May; at Ocean City, 
Md.; and at Yorktown, Va. An Olive-sided Flycatcher 
was seen at Cape May, Sept. 26 (RDR group). A 
late Acadian Flycatcher was seen on the Yorktown 
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F 
Peninsula, Va., on Oct. 10 (R. J. Beasley). Purple 
Martins were seen flying over Baltimore on a broad 
front on Sept. 3 (HK). An estimated 10,000 migrat- 
ing Purple Martins were observed at Cape May on 
Aug. 18 (FM); and myriads of Tree Swallows were | 
moving along the coast during the last week in Sep. | 
tember—20,000 to 50,000—perhaps more. i 

Jays to Gnatcatchers—Stevens reported a heavy | 
Blue Jay invasion at Charlottesville and Quantic | 
Va., around Oct. 1. A Brown-capped Chickadee was 
seen at Hawk Mountain, Nov. 13 (C. Price, jt 
Miller, K. Wright). Enormous numbers of Black- 
capped Chickadees in October and November and 
unprecedented numbers of Red-breasted Nuthatches 
(167 in September, 75 in October) appeared at Hawk 
Mountain; also a similar flight of flickers in early 
October and of Blue Jays in September, with a peak 
of 10,000 Blue Jays on Sept. 29 (MB). The same 
phenomenal invasion of Black-capped Chickadees was 
noted from Oct. 22 on throughout Maryland, in east- 
ern Pennsylvania, in New Jersey, and in the District 
of Columbia area. Red-breasted Nuthatches poured | 
into the Region, beginning in late July. They were 
abundant at Chincoteague after Oct. 9 (EOM). A 
Bewick’s Wren was banded at Denton, Md., on Nov, | 
27 (Roberta Fletcher). There were 3 Olive-backed | 
Thrushes at Tilghman on Nov. 7, the latest Mary- | 
land record (RLK). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was 
seen near Seneca, Md., on Sept. 25 (PAD, P. G. Du- 
Mont, Louise Berry). 

Warblers, House Sparrows, Blackbirds.—Most 
places reported a good fall flight of warblers, the 
numbers of Myrtle and Palm Warblers and Am. Red- 
starts being spectacular. About 10,000 Myrtle War. 
blers passed one spot at Cape May in a two-and-a- | 
half-hour period on Oct. 17 (JKW). On July 25 | 
along the Oswego River, N. J., 12 Prothonotary War- 
blers were noted (EM). Connecticut Warblers were 
reported frequently. A Yellow-throated Warbler was 
seen along the C & O Canal, D. C., as late as Sept. 
18 (PAD). Reid found House Sparrows building 
nests this year at Camptown, Pa., on the extreme dates 
of Feb. 19 and Nov. 19, a nine-month span. A 
Brewer's Blackbird was noted at Hawk Mountain on 
September 29 (MB); also 12 at Bombay Hook on 
Oct. 22 and 26 on Nov. 6 (DC). 

Finches. —Dickcissel records have become so fre- 
quent that the bird can no longer be regarded as an | 
uncommon migrant in the northern part of the Re- | 
gion. There was an early invasion of Evening Gros- 
beaks, reaching Hawk Mountain on Oct. 21 (158 
that day, 499 in October, and a few through Novem- 
ber), south New Jersey about the same time, Monk- 
ton, Md., on the 22nd (S. W. Simon) and Laurel, | 
Md., on the 23rd (C. S. Robbins). By Nov. 8 there | 
were a few at Charlottesville, Va. There was a heavy 
invasion of Pine Grosbeaks in the Camptown area 
in November (WWR). The southernmost report in 
this Region was from Laurel, Md., Nov. 22 (CSR). 
Hawk Mountain had 35 Pine Grosbeaks, 125 siskins, 
and 5 White-winged Crossbills on Nov. 13 (DC). 
Two White-winged Crossbills reached Laurel, Md., 
on Nov. 13 (CSR), one was seen at Rancocas Woods, | 
N. J., Nov. 16 (David Fagen); and Kerr counted 16 ‘ 
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at Arlington, Va., Nov. 30. Siskins were common at 
Chincoteague, and in November were seen several 
times around Norfolk (WFR). 

Sparrows.—Two Ipswich Sparrows were observed 
at Stone Harbor, N. J., Oct. 27 (FM). An (Acadian) 
Sharp-tailed Sparrow was collected at Tuckerton, 
N. J., Sept. 13 (J. Baird). A Lark Sparrow was seen 
at Cape May, Sept. 4 (ETM, PAD); one on Assa- 
teague Is.. Md., Sept. (Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Riesz); and one at Princess Anne Courthouse, Va., 
Aug. 28 (WFR, P. Sykes, Griffin). R. F. Miller 
identified a Clay-colored Sparrow at Centerton, Bur- 
lington Co., N. J., on Sept. 25. A Lapland Longspur 
was seen at Standing Stone, Pa. on Nov. 24 
(WWR), and one on Big Flat Mountain, Va., Nov. 
7 (CES). Two early Snow Buntings were found at 
Hawk Mountain on Oct. 27 (MB).—J. K. POTTER, 
437 Park Ave., Collingswood, N. J., and J. J. Mur- 
rAY, 6 White St,. Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
The first half of the period differed little from the 
drought-threatened mid-summer, and water rationing 
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brine to pene- 
trate farther in- 
land than pre- 
viously record- 
ed. The huge 
International 
yi Paper works at 
Georgetown, S. 
C., was forced 
the lack of fresh 
water. Hurricane Hazel brought rain to most areas 
but the period closed with a considerable deficiency 
in precipitation. The damaging winds that accompa- 
nied that storm, however, were from the west, and 
excepting a Parasitic Jaeger, no sea birds were re- 
ported as casualties. The survivors among our coastal 
birds were doubtless to be found somewhere farther 
north. The must 
beaches were swept clean. 

Earlier in October, cold fronts crossed moist clouds 
over the Southeast generally 
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losses have been gigantic. Our 


and caught up with 
loitering small migrants and brought them down in 
thousands at beacon towers, ceilometers, and lighted 
windows. The greatest recorded damage came from 
Warner Robins Air Base just south of Macon, Ga., 
where reliable estimates placed the total kill at ‘‘at 
least 50,000." Twenty-five hundred of those were 
collected. Details of the phenomenon have been, or 
are being, worked up for publication in the various 
bird club bulletins over the territory. The relative 
abundance of species differed from place to place. 
Red-eyed Vireos and Oven-birds were particularly 
plentiful. 

As for the remainder of the period, the first killing 
freeze did not reach Atlanta until Oct. 31. November 


was abnormally cold and ten scattered weather stations 
reported temperature departures of about 3 degrees 
below normal. Comments from some sections indi- 
cated a poor crop of native foods and forecasts of an 
inadequate winter food supply were made. In the 
upper Piedmont there was some recovery of berries. 

Ceilometer Incidents —To avoid repetition of data 
that would come from spreading the reported casual- 
ties of Oct. 6-8 throughout the body of these notes, 
they are listed herewith. They were available in detail 
from only two locations. 

At Charleston, S. C., at about 11 o'clock on the 
night of Oct. 7, the ceilometer beam at the Municipal 
Airport was “filled with clouds of birds.” At the 
radio towers north and south of the city, there were 
“thousands of birds on the ground’ on the morning 
of the 8th, and many bodies were seen floating in the 
slips in the harbor. About 100 birds were selected for 
preservation at the Charleston Museum by Director 
E. Milby Burton, Ernest Cutts, and others. These 24 
species were identified: Sora Rail, Winter Wren, 
Long-billed Marsh Wren, Short-billed Marsh Wren, 
Catbird, Red-eyed Vireo, and the following war- 
blers—Black and White, Swainson’s, Worm-eating, 
Golden-winged, Parula, Magnolia, (Cairn’s) Black- 
throated Blue, Black-throated Blue, Myrtle, Black-poll, 
Palm, Oven-bird, Northern Water-thrush, Common 
Yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted Chat, Am. Redstart. 
Also, there were Scarlet Tanagers and Seaside Spar- 
rows. Common Yellowthroats outnumbered other 
species at Charleston. 

At Winston-Salem, N. C., 190 birds were picked 
up, most of them at the airport ceilometer. Dr. and 
Mrs. T. W. Simpson identified and tabulated these 21 
species: Wood Thrush, 1; Olive-backed Thrush, 8; 
Gray-cheeked Thrush, 2; Red-eyed Vireo, 25; Phila- 
delphia Vireo, 1; these warblers—Black and White, 
5; Tennessee, 30; Parula, 1; Magnolia, 6, Cape May, 
2; Black-throated Blue, 3; Black-throated Green, 2; 
Blackburnian, 7; Chestnut-sided, 14; Bay-breasted, 
13; Oven-bird, 56; Common Yellowthroat, 2; Am. 
Redstart, 4. Also, Scarlet Tanager, 4; Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, 2; Indigo Bunting, 2. The birds at 
Winston-Salem were brought down on the night of 
Oct. 6. 

Other locations in the Region reporting casualties 
were, Savannah, Ga., Oct. 7 (Ivan Tomkins); Au- 
gusta, Ga., same date, Fred Denton found about 200; 
William Baldwin and E. B. Chamberlain checked 73 
out of several hundred at Hunter Field, Savannah; 
and “at least 900 birds were picked up under a radio 
tower at Camp Cornelia on the edge of Okefinokee 
Swamp by Roy Moore’ (David W. Johnston). 

Grebes, Herons and Ibises—Pied-billed Grebes 
were reported “killed in large numbers’ by cars on 
the highways about Lumberton, N. C., in early No- 
vember. Presumably they mistook the paving for 
water (James L. Stephens). An unusual find, prob- 
ably associated with approaching hurricane “Carol,” 
which passed off the North Carolina coast Aug. 30, 
was a single White Pelican flying very low over 
Clinton, N. C., Aug. 28 (Robert E. Stevens, fide T. L. 
Quay). Concentrations of about 60 Am. Egrets were 
found at Lennon’s Marsh, Lumberton, N. C., during 
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September and early October (JLS), and at Green- 
field Lake, Wilmington, N. C., drained for vegetation 
reduction, Mrs. Cecil Appleberry counted as many as 
97 of these egrets during the latter part of October. 
Three Least Bitterns were flushed from the salt 
marshes at Beaufort, N. C., Sept. 25 (T. L. Quay). 
Wood Ibis were at Lumberton in numbers up to 30 
until Oct. 12 (JLS). An immature White Ibis was 
feeding with Am. Egrets at Clinton, N. C., Aug. 14 
(RES), and 4 of them were reported at Long Beach 
(Wilmington), Aug. 22 (Clifford Comeau). 

Geese and Ducks—Canada Geese reached Wilming: 
ton by the first week in October; Frederick V. Hebard 
noted them at Coleraine, extreme southeast Georgia, 
Oct. 8; and deep inland, at North Wilkesboro, N. C., 
Wendell P. Smith recorded 20 on Oct. 30. At Wil- 
mington, Mrs. Appleberry’s European Widgeon re- 
turned, Nov. 12. Six Hooded Mergansers were at 
North Wilkesboro, Nov. 1, and 4, Nov. 9 (WPS). 

Hawks—A Peregrine Falcon seen at High Point, 
N. C., Sept. 11 and 18, possibly the same bird, is note- 
worthy (James Mattocks). 

Rails through Skimmers—A Virginia Rail, seldom 
reported, was found dead near North Wilkesboro, 
Aug. 21. Quay noted 4 Sora Rails, Sept. 25, at Beau- 
fort, N. C. Near Rome, Ga., Gordon Hight, Jr., saw 
an immature Florida Gallinule, Oct. 2, the third 
record for Floyd County. On muddy Greenfield Lake 
bed, Mrs. CA counted 94 Wilson's Smipe late in 
October; at Coleraine, Hebard recorded the arrival 
date as Oct. 21. The first Purple Sandpipers reported 
this winter were at Wilmington, Nov. 2 (Polly 
Mebane). Two Stilt Sandpipers, rare migrants, were 
found on the mudflats within the western boundary 
of Charleston, S. C., by visiting ornithologist Francis 
M. Weston, July 15, and shown to local birders. At 
Lake Mattamuskeet, Hyde County, N. C., Mrs. 
Charlotte Hilton Green and Robert Overing watched 
7 Sanderlings, Nov. 6 and 7; a first record for the 
refuge. Two Am. Avocets, Sept. 26, at Shark Shoals, 
Beaufort, are noteworthy. Some 2000 Black Skimmers 
were in the vicinity (TLQ). A Parasitic Jaeger, a 
Hurricane Hazel victim, was picked up alive but 
weather-beaten on the beach six miles north of Oregon 
Inlet, Dare County, N. C., Oct. 17. It was found by 
Sam A. Walker, a former Manager of the Pea Island 
Refuge, and it soon died (Harry T. Davis). 

Doves through Hummingbirds —John Funderburg 
observed at close range for about ten minutes, a 
Ground Dove four miles south of Kinston, N. C., 
Nov. 24. This is somewhat north of the usual range. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos were last reported at Wilming- 
ton, Nov. 25; Troy, N. C., Oct. 10; and North 
Wilkesboro, Oct. 18. As many as 41 of these cuckoos 
were counted in one day—Aug. 23—at Wilmington 
(Mary Baker). Black-billed Cuckoos were reported, 
Wilmington, Oct. 22 and Nov. 11 (PM); and North 
Wilkesboro, Nov. 1 (WPS). An extremely late Whip- 
poor-will was heard at Troy, N. C., Oct. 24 (Francis 
M. Covington). A Ruby-throated Hummingbird was 
at Troy, Oct. 10 (FMC). 

Sapsuckers through Flycatchers —Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers came in at North Wilkesboro, Oct. 17; 
Troy, Nov. 6; Coleraine, Ga., Oct. 21. Eastern King- 
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birds were at Coleraine, Sept. 23. Wendell Smith 
found a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher at North Wilkes. 
boro, Aug. 23, and one was collected by William W., 
Grithth near Decatur, Ga., Sept. 13—a second record 
for that area. An Eastern Wood Pewee was at Troy, 
Oct. 14, and one at North Wilkesboro, Oct. 14. 

Nuthatches through Pipits—At Wilmington, Mrs, 
Appleberry saw a single Red-breasted Nuthatch, Oct. 
23; and 6, Oct. 25 and 26; they were at North 
Wilkesboro, Sept. 26 (WPS). Long-billed Marsh 
Wrens, rare at High Point, N. C., were reported there | 
Oct. 2 (2). and Oct. 3 (1) by James Mattocks. A 
Short-billed Marsh Wren was observed at High Point 
by Mattocks from a distance of 6-8 feet, Sept. 18. A 
Mockingbird was back at Highlands, N. C., elevation 
3823 ft., Oct. 7 (Tolliver Crunkleton). Hebard re. 
ported the greatest robin year since 1941-42 at 
Coleraine. They were first seen there on Oct. 29, 
Wood Thrushes were last reported at Wilmington, 
Aug. 19 (MB); Chapel Hill, N. C., Sept. 29 (Nor- 
man Chamberlain). A Veery was among the weather 
casualties on Oct. 7 at Atlanta, where the previous 
late date was Sept. 28, 1947 (WWG). Water Pipits 
were at Wilmington, Nov. 12 (Mrs. CA, MB, and 
visiting Louise Forsythe). 

Vireos, Warblers —A Philadelphia Vireo, earliest 
Georgia record, was collected, Sept. 11, near Atlanta 
by Richard Parks; two were recorded storm casual- 
ties from the base of a radio tower, Atlanta, Oct. 7 
(WWG); Wendell Smith reported one, Aug. 30, 
and again, Sept. 10 and 11, at North Wilkesboro. 
A Worm-eating Warbler was also among the Atlan- 
ta, Oct. 7, victims (WWG). A Tennessee Warbler 
was found fresh dead, Nov. 5, by Mrs. Marene Snow, 
Nov. 5, Atlanta; previous latest date, Nov. 3, 1948 
(WWG). Griffith also reported a Yellow Warbler, | 
(amnicola), identified by John W. Aldrich, among the | 
323 reported casualties of Oct. 7, at radio towers. 
This is the first fall record for that race. The previous 
late for the Yellow Warbler was Sept. 5, 1930. A 
late Magnolia Warbler was seen at Atlanta, Nov. 7 
(MS). A Cape May Warbler was at an Atlanta feeder, 
Nov. 14, over a month late (WWG). At Coleraine, 
the first Myrtle Warbler was noted on Oct. 21 
(FVH). Wendell P. Smith reported his only record 
at North Wilkesboro for the Cerulean Warbler was 
Aug. 27. Burch at Coleraine found Prairie Warblers in 
numbers up to Nov. 11. A Kentucky Warbler was a 
storm victim at Atlanta, Oct. 7—previous late date 
Sept. 27, 1953 (WWG). At Charleston, S. C., a 
Yellow-breasted Chat visited Mrs. Louise Barrington’s 
bird bath, Nov. 16 and 17. Parks, at Atlanta, collected 
his first Black-capped Warbler, Sept. 11. 

Orioles through Sparrous.—At Rocky Mount, N. | 
C., a male Baltimore Oriole was at George Newby’s | 
feeder, Dec. 3, and 2 young males and 2 females were 
at John Thompson's snow- and _ ice-covered yard 
nearby, Dec. 7 (J. W. E. Joyner). Above 200 Boat- 
tailed Grackles, still moulting tails, were reported at 
Beaufort, N. C., Sept. 25, by Quay. Hebard collected 
a full-plumage adult male Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
Aug. 8, at Coleraine. An Indigo Bunting remained | 
at North Wilkesboro until Oct. 6 (WPS). At Belvue, | 
Greenville County, S. C., a Dickcissel was studied | 
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at a feeder by George and Laura Townes, and J. B. 
Shuler, Jr., repeatedly between Nov. 22 and 26. The 
winter's first Evening Grosbeaks moved through 
Chapel Hill, N. C., Nov. 21, when a flock that in- 
creased to 20 appeared in the yard of Mrs. C. L. Lind- 
ley, between noon and one o'clock. Some of them 
were seen to eat dogwood berries. Just within the 
month, on Oct. 31st., a small flock of Pine Siskins 
was found and one collected, at Atlanta, for the first 
October record there (WWG). Pine Siskins were at 
Coleraine, Nov. 10 and 17, for the first time since 
the winter of 1941-42 (FVH). Ivan Tomkins col- 
lected an (Acadian) Sharp-tailed Sparrow at Savan- 
nah, Nov. 11. Lark Sparrows were again at Wilming- 
ton. Mrs. Appleberry and Mary Baker found 2 there, 
Oct. 23. White-crowned Sparrows were early at 
Atlanta, where Parks observed an immature bird, Oct. 
31. and Griffith collected an adult on Nov. 7.—B. R. 
CHAMBERLAIN, Matthews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—A hot, dry 


follow ed by 


summer was 
a sharply cooler fall. The average tem- 
perature for the State in August set a new record of 
83.4°, and practically all 
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pap aealguanns » sees a] September. In October, 
reerns is however, strong north 

. winds drove the tempera- 

pure \ ture down to about 40° in 

NC KISSIMMEE North Florida on the 16th 

) and 17th, and a reading of 

Sgn 29° at Tallahassee on Nov. 

Evercraves nomepread, 3 issued in the earliest 

coed freeze on record. Tempera- 

KEY WEST @*** tures in South Florida were 

I = equally subnormal in Oc- 


tober and November. AIl- 
though the drought was relieved to varying extents 
in some parts of the State, the northwestern parts of 
the Region were not so fortunate. Official records at 
Tallahassee show subnormal rainfall for every month 
of 1954 through November, with the accumulated 
deficiency for the year now standing at approximately 
24 inches. On the contrary, 19.88 inches were dumped 
on Key West in a single 24-hour period (Nov.-13- 
14). The year also proved exceptional in the com- 
plete absence of hurricanes within the boundaries of 
the State. 

In the last report, the early return of certain early 
spring migrants favored by warm weather and pre- 
vailingly south winds in March and early April of 
1954 was cited. At that time the suggestion was made 
that later spring migrants may have been sufficiently 
retarded by cold, north winds in late April and May 
to set back their entire nesting cycle farther north 
and eventuate in their late return here. This hypo- 
thesis has materialized to a surprising degree with 
such May migrants as the Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Barn Swallow, and 
Numerous species of flycatchers and warblers. Ap- 
parently the transient species of thrushes were not 
involved in this late return as much as might have 


been expected. Meanwhile the early spring migrants 
continued to return in fall on earlier dates than ever 
before (ducks, geese, hawks, certain species of shore- 
birds, and various winter-resident land birds). 
Whether the unusual numbers of rarities reported is 
due more to abnormal weather conditions than to 
increased coverage by good observers is difficult to 
guess. A cooperative bird count chiefly in Wakulla 
and Franklin counties, October 16, produced 156 
SPECies. 

Loons and Grebes—Two Common Loons off Alli- 
gator Point (near Panacea), Oct. 12 (H. L. Stod- 
dard), and a horned Grebe on the Wakulla River, 
Oct. 16 (Jack and Margaret Fehon), were both very 
early. 

Pelicans, Cormorants, and Frigate-birds —Unusual 
numbers of White Pelicans appeared around St. 
Marks Light in October, and on the 20th Marvin 
Wass estimated 400 at Mullet Key. At Lake Jackson 
(Leon County), where only singles had been recorded 
before, and then only rarely, 22 were found on Nov. 
6 and are believed to be present still (12 observers). 
A flock of 7 Double-crested Cormorants flying high 
overhead in a southwestward direction at Spring 
Creek, Sept. 25, was obviously migrating, thus pro- 
viding an indication of time of arrival in this resi- 
dent species (Henry M. Stevenson, ef al.). Two late 
Magnificent Frigate-birds flew over Alligator Harbor 
(near Panacea) on Nov. 28 (Herbert Curl). 

Wading Birds —The first Florida specimen of a 
Scarlet Ibis in the present century, a recently killed 
bird found near Florida City, was brought to Willard 
Dilley on Nov. 12, the skin now residing in the 
University of Miami collection. Although its origin 
is open to question, the feather tips were not worn 
as in cage birds. A Roseate Spoonbill in Canaveral 
Harbor on Sept. 26 was north of its usual range 
(Allan D. Cruickshank), and 3 remained at Key 
West until the late date of Oct. 30 (Margaret Hund- 
ley). A wandering Cattle Egret was there on Oct. 14 
and 17 (MH). Late (or wintering) Green Herons 
were encountered on the Wakulla River, Oct. 16 
(Fehons), and near Lake Jackson, Nov. 11 (HMS). 
An Am. Bittern near St. Marks Light on Sept. 10 
provided the earliest record for the Tallahassee 
Division (HMS, Tom Quay). Wood Ibis were found 
in unusual numbers (up to 28) in Leon County in 
September and October (HMS). 

Waterfowl—Of the several records of Blue and 
Snow Geese in the Tallahassee Division, one Blue on 
Alligator Point, Oct. 15 (Harold S. and Faye Peters), 
and 8 Snows, loc. cit., Oct. 22 (John N. Hamlet) are 
the earliest for this part of the State. Mallards were 
more numerous than usual in this part of the State 
in November, and a Black Duck near St. Marks Light 
on Sept. 25 (Mr. and Mrs. Karl Zerbe) represented 
an early arrival or a summering bird. Three Gadwalls 
there on Oct. 16 are believed to constitute the earli- 
est fall record for Florida (HMS, et al.). The earli- 
est records for the Pintail and Am. Widgeon in the 
Southern Peninsula were obtained at Lake Okeecho- 
bee on Sept. 11 (LAS). The latter species also set 
new arrival dates in 2 other divisions of Florida: 
Tallahassee Division at St. Marks Light, Sept. 26 
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(HLS), and Lower Keys at Key West, Oct. 23 
(MH). More than 400 Blue-winged Teal were at 
Rockledge, Sept. 21 & 22 (ADC), and about as 
many Green-wings had reached the Cape Sable area 
by Nov. 29 (LAS, T. N. Metcalf). Other record- 
breaking dates for the respective divisions were the 
appearance of 2 Canvas-backs at Lake Jackson, Nov. 
6 (HMS, et al); and 2 Ruddy Ducks in Broward 
County on Oct. 25 (Dennis Paulson). The latter 
species had built up to 150 individuals at Bear Lake 
(near Cape Sable) by Nov. 29 (LAS, TNM). This 
is a large number for extreme southern Florida. 

Kites, Hawks, and Eagles —An Everglade Kite out- 
side its normal range was watched by Mrs. Virginia 
Thier (fide Charles Preston) at Sarasota, Nov. 20 to 
27, and a late Swallow-tail was noted near Naranja, 
Sept. 4 (DP, Ruby Ruettger). The Cooper's Hawk 
set a new arrival date for the Tallahassee Division 
when one was ‘isted on Alligator Point, Aug. 16 
(HMS, HLS, ef a/.); a migrating group of 60 flew 
over Key West on Oct. 9 (MH, FH). Swainson’s 
Hawk again appeared earlier than ever near Home- 
stead, this year on Oct. 24 (DP, L. N. Bell). Also 
early were a Bald Eagle on Mullet Key, Aug. 16 
(MW ), and 2 Marsh Hawks near Homestead, Sept. 
5 (Wm. G. Atwater.) A late Broad-winged Hawk flew 
past Alligator Point (an unusual locality) on Oct. 
15 (John N. Hamlet), and a Golden Eagle there on 
Nov. 4 (HLS) may represent the first valid record 
for the Tallahassee Division. A fine hawk migration 
on Oct. 16 yielded about 20 Peregrine Falcons and 
16 Pigeon Hawks on Alligator Point (HLS, HSP. 
JNH). Record-breaking arrival dates for the Pigeon 
Hawk were set at Franjo (Dade County), Sept. 4 
(DP, RR), and Alligator Point, Sept. 10 (HMS, 
TQ); whereas one at Lake Jackson on Sept. 16 was 
the fourth record for Leon County (HMS). Other 
record-setting arrival dates for their respective divi- 
sions were Sept. 11 for the Peregrine Falcon in Dade 
County (DP) and Sept. 17 for the Sparrow Hawk 
at Key West (MH). 

Rails and Coots—A Yellow Rail on Alligator 
Point, Nov. 4 (HLS), marks the third record for the 
Tallahassee Division, whereas a Virginia Rail near 
St. Marks Light. Sept. 10 (TQ), is the earliest for 
this division. The earliest known record of the Am. 
Coot at Key West was established on Oct. 20 (MH). 

Shorebirds —The presence of a few Wilson's 
Plovers in the Panacea area in October and November 
(HLS) probably indicates wintering. Killdeer arrived 
early at both ends of the Florida Region: numbers 
appeared on the coast of Wakulla and Franklin 
Counties, Oct. 16 (HLS, ef al.), and one at Key 
West, Oct. 29 (MH). A few Black-bellied Plovers 
(rare inland) and Am. Golden Plovers (rare any- 
where in Florida) were seen at Lake Jackson for 
several days, beginning Nov. 6 (HMS, ef al.). A 
most unusual locality record was that of an Am. 
Woodcock on Alligator Point, Oct. 18 (HLS). Up- 
land Sandpipers were heard in evening flight over 
Tallahassee, Aug. 31 (HMS), and the Miami area 
had fair numbers of this usually rare bird from Aug. 
20 into early September (DP, WGA, et al.). A con- 
centration of 500 Red Knots was recorded at Passe- 
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a-Grille, Nov. 27 (HC). The Pectoral Sandpiper | 
established new extremes for South Florida when 
small numbers were seen around Miami from Aug. 
22 to Sept. 23 (DP, WGA, et al.) ; late records were 
of 2 at Key West, Oct. 23 (MH, FH), and 11 at 
Lake Jackson, Nov. 11 (HMS). Black-necked Stilts J 
at Cape Sable on Nov. 23 and 24 were so late as to | 
suggest the likelihood of wintering (LAS, TNM). 
Am. Avocets were widespread: one (or more?) on 
the coast of Wakulla and Franklin Counties from the 
early date of Sept. 25 to Oct. 16 (Zerbes, HLS. HSP. 
et al.); 1 on Sept. 26 and 7 on Oct. 3, Canaveral 
Harbor (ADC); and 15 at Cape Sable, Nov. 29 
(LAS, TNM). Single Northern Phalaropes were 
found on Little Duck Key, Nov. 14 and 15 (Bob & 
Dorothy Graham, Christine Bonney), and Key Vaca, 
Nov. 23 (CB). 

Gulls and Terns.—A Ring-billed Gull at Key West. 
Oct. 23 (MH), is thought to be early, and a few 
Least Terns at Lake Jackson, Aug. 21, constitute the 
first fall record for Leon County (HMS). Black 
Terns in numbers up to 50 were found in September 
around Miami, where previously rare (Eva S. Dickie, 
et al.). A late bird was recorded at Lake Iamonia 
(Leon County), Oct. 9 (HMS), but the Peninsula 
had much later records: Nov. 4 and 5 for Tampa 
Bay (CP), and regularly to Nov. 22 (latest for 
Florida Region) near Lake Worth (Gladys Olson). 

Pigeons. Doves, and Cuckoos.—Late White. 
crowned Pigeons were found at Key West, Oct. 7 
(MH), and 2 young Ground Doves “just able to fly” 
on Alligator Point, Oct. 8 (HLS). A remarkably late 
wave of Yellow-billed Cuckoos brought 11 individuals 
to the Tallahassee Division later than ever recorded 
there previously. Ten of these were found from Oct. | 
29 to 31, but a straggler was seen on the Wakulla | 
River, Nov. 20 (HMS, ef a/). Another very late rec- § 
ord was of 1 at Key West, Nov. 9 and 10 (MH). 
The rare Black-billed Cuckoo was observed at the 
lower Aucilla River, Oct. 16 (HMS, ef al.). 

Owls and Goatsuckers.—The rare Short-eared Owl 
appeared at 4 scattered localities: 2 on Mashes Island, 
Oct. 28 (HLS), and one on Mullet Key, Nov. 5 to 
18, were early (MW); and South Florida had one 
each at Snake Bight, Nov. 26 (DP), and near Home- 
stead, Nov. 29 (LAS, TNM). A Burrowing Owl 
seen on Mashes Island (near Panacea) on Oct. 25 and 
collected on the 28th (HLS) is but the second record | 
for the Tallahassee Division. At the same locality § 
and on Alligator Point, Chuck-will’s-widows on Oct. 
8 (HLS) were the latest known to this part of Flori- 
da, save for one bird in December probably wintering. 
An extremely late Common Nighthawk appeared on 
Merritt's Island, Nov. 25 (ADC). : 

Swifts, Hummingbirds, and Woodpeckers. — Chim- } 
ney Swifts are seldom encountered in the Miami area, | 
but at least 170 were seen in Broward County fly- 
ing west and northwest into the teeth of a strong, 
cold wind on Oct. 16 (DP, LNB). A week after 
the last diurnal record, Mary Ann Joyner heard 4 
Chimney Swift twittering 3 times as it flew over 
Tallahassee, Nov. 5, at 10:30 p.m. The spacing of | 
the calls enabled her to determine that the flight J 
direction was westward. Two Ruby-throated Hum: § 
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mingbirds were seen in this division later than ever 
before: one near Tallahassee, Oct. 28 (JF), and one 
on Alligator Point, Nov. 4 (HLS). Single Yellow- 
bellied Sapsuckers arrived earlier than ever before at 
Miami, Oct. 20 (ESD), and Key West, Oct. 23 (MH, 
FH, Kenneth Mintor). 

Flycatchers —A_ Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Key 
West, Oct. 16 (MH), proves the earliest for the 
Florida Region. Others were seen near Princeton, 
Oct. 30 ff. (Benjamin Kincaid), and Mullet Key, 
Nov. 14 (MW). Late Eastern Kingbirds were ob- 
served in Wakulla County, Oct. 16 (Zerbes, Mr. & 
Mrs. Ben Berkowitz), and at Key West, Oct. 25 
(MH); and a late Gray Kingbird on Mullet Key, 
Oct. 13 (MW). The Western Kingbird was wide- 
spread; notable records were made at Coral Gables, 
Sept. 15 (DP; earliest for South Florida), and Talla- 
hassee, Oct. 8 (Zerbes; fourth Leon County record). 
Abnormally late Crested Flycatchers were found on 
Alligator Point, Oct. 16 (HLS, HSP), and Key West, 
where it rarely winters, Nov. 26 (FH, CB). Late 
specimens of Acadian and Traill’s Flycatchers were 
taken near the lower Aucilla River, Oct. 16 (HMS, et 
al.), the latter constituting the fifth record for Florida. 
On the same day a Least Flycatcher was heard calling 
in Newport (HMS). Late Eastern Wood Pewees 
were listed at Key West, Oct. 30 (MH); Miami, 
Nov. 1 (DP); and near St. Marks Light, Nov. 13 
(HMS, ef a/.). An early Vermilion Flycatcher ap- 
peared on Alligator Point, Oct. 8 (HLS). 

Swallows, Nuthatches, and Wrens —Numbers of 
Bank Swallows passed through the Miami area in 
August and September, the largest being 125 on Sept. 
4 (DP, RR, e¢ al.). A late or wintering Rough-winged 
Swallow flew over the Wakulla River on Nov. 20 
(HMS), and late Barn Swallow records came from 
Lake Jackson, Nov. 11 (HMS), and near Paradise 
Key, Nov. 29 (LAS. TNM). An albino of the latter 
species at Key West, Sept. 23, had only “a faint 
grayish tinge on the upper epaulettes’’ (MH). Rec- 
ords of Cliff Swallows were widespread— a few in 
Wakulla County, Sept. 25 to Oct. 16 (HMS, HLS, 
Zerbes, et al.); one in Collier County, Aug. 15, one 
near Cutler, Sept. 4 (DP, RR), and 3 near Home- 
stead, Oct. 24 (DP, LNB). A flight of 550 Purple 
Martins was noted at St. Marks on the late date of 
Sept. 26 (HLS), and 2 were found there as late as 
Oct. 16 (Wm. D. Reese, ef al.). A Red-breasted 
Nuthatch seen on Alligator Point, Oct. 18 (HLS), 
was early (and in the same spot where the only other 
divisional record had occurred). An early Winter 
Wren was found there that day, whereas the normally 
rare Bewick’s Wren was scattered through this part 
of Florida in October and November. Exceptionally 
early Short-billed Marsh Wrens appeared at Lake 
lamonia, Sept. 7 (HMS, BB), and Mashes Island, 
Sept. 28 (HLS). 

Mimics and Thrushes—Brown Thrashers poured 
through the Tallahassee area in remarkable numbers 
in October. On the fall bird count at Tallahassee, 
Oct. 9, 110 were counted in 22 party-hours; on the 
coastal bird count, Oct. 16, 204 in 49 party-hours. 
One at Key West on Nov. 26 (FH, CB) may be only 
the third record for the Lower Keys, and 8 early 


Catbirds were counted there on Oct. 16 (MH). A 
situation as strange as the early arrival of Orange- 
crowned Warblers at Key West (described in the last 
report) is the premature appearance of Am. Robins 
in Miami. This year 1 to 2 were seen there from Aug. 
17 to 26 by C. N. Grimshaw (fide LAS, who also has 
a late August record for 1944). Even in North Flori- 
da, near its breeding range, the species is rarely seen 
before late October. It would be interesting to know 
whether there is evidence elsewhere for the precocious 
fall migration of these two species. Single Olive- 
backed Thrushes at Key West on Sept. 29 and Oct. 
16 (FH, MH) are believed to be the first fall rec- 
ords for the Lower Keys. The species arrived on the 
early date of Sept. 23 near Tallahassee (JF) and on 
Alligator Point (HLS), and was seen at Miami on 
Sept. 27 (early) and Oct. 30 (DP). An early Gray- 
cheeked Thrush was found on Alligator Point, Sept. 
28 (HLS); and one at Key West, Oct. 6 (MH, FH), 
may be the second fall record there. Numbers of 
Veeries flew over Tallahassee just before dawn on 
Sept. 23 (HMS), and a late bird was present on 
Mullet Key, Oct. 20 (MW). 

Kinglets, Pipits, and Waxwings—Two Golden- 
crowned Kinglets at Osprey, Nov. 19 ff. (CP), repre- 
sented the species’ southernmost penetration in 
Florida; and 2 early Ruby-crowns were recorded near 
Tallahassee, Oct. 9 (WDR). A very early specimen of 
the rare Sprague’s Pipit was taken on Alligator 
Point, Oct. 15 (HLS), and one shot from a group of 
3 at Lake Jackson, Nov. 11, is thought to be the first 
Leon County record (HMS). The Water Pipit reached 
South Florida as early as Oct. 30, when one was seen 
14 miles south of Immokalee (DP). Cedar Waxwings 
at Tallahassee on Oct. 19 (Zerbes) equalled the 
earliest known arrival date for Florida, but as usual, 
they were not of general occurrence there by the end 
of the period. 

Vireos.—Bell’s Vireo, currently on the Hypotheti- 
cal List for Florida, was carefully studied at Miami 
on Sept. 14 by an observer familiar with the species 
in the Midwest (DP). Almost equally rare in the 
State is the Philadelphia Vireo, reported on Oct. 9 
from near both ends of the Region: Tallahassee 
(Zerbes) and the Tamiami Trail (Collier County) 
(DP). The earliest record of the Yellow-throated 
Vireo for the Southern Peninsula was obtained at 
Clewiston, Aug. 21 (ESD, BK). New departure dates 
for the Black-whiskered Vireo were established at 
Key West, Sept. 29 (MH); and for the Red-eyed 
Vireo in the Northern Peninsula on Oct. 31 at Mullet 
Key (MW). 

Warblers—The most unusual record was that of 
a Sutton’s Warbler seen on Stock Island (near Key 
West), Sept. 25, by Margaret Hundley, who sent a 
detailed description and pastel drawing that could 
apply to no other bird. Another unaccountably early 
Orange-crowned Warbler was studied on Stock Island 
(near Key West), Aug. 29, by FH and Milton Traut- 
man; one was there also on Sept. 20 (MH). By con- 
trast, an Oct. 9 record of the species at Sarasota (CP) 
set a new arrival date for the Southern Peninsula. 
Tennessee Warblers passed through the Region in 
unusual numbers, as the following records attest: Lake 
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Jackson, Sept. 14 to Nov. 6, both close to the ex- 
tremes for that division (HMS, ef al.); a late one at 
DeLand, Oct. 31 (R. J. Longstreet); 2 at Sarasota, 
Nov. 13 to 21, latest known Florida records (CP); 
one near Miami, Oct. 23, and one in Collier County 
on the late date of Oct. 31 (DP); up to 30 at Key 
West, some remaining until Nov. 4 (MH). To 
save space, other warbler records are summarized. 
RARITIES: Magnolia, Key West, one on Sept. 29 
and Oct. 7 (MH, FH); Cape May, second fall record 
for Tallahassee Division, Lake Talquin (Gadsden 
Co.), Oct. 28 to 30 (Harriett Wright); Black- 
throated Blue, first fall records for this division, Alli- 
gator Point, Oct. 16 (HLS), and near Tallahassee, 
Oct. 29 (HMS) ; Chestnut-side, first divisional records 
(?), Key West, Sept. 29 to Oct. 30 (MH); Bay- 
breast, second fall record for Southern Peninsula, 
Miami, Oct. 30 and Nov. 1 (DP); Mourning, Rock- 
ledge, Sept. 16 and 26 (ADC); Yellow-breasted 
Chat, Miami, Sept. 14 (DP); Canada, Tallahassee, 
Oct. 9 (WDR). EARLY: Magnolia, Lake Jackson, 
new divisional extreme, Sept. 16 (HMS); Myrtle, 
Key West, Oct. 30 (MH): Black-throated Green, 
earliest for State, Miami, Aug. 23 (ESD). LATE: 
Prothonotary, Key West, latest for Lower Keys (7), 
Sept. 25 to 29 (MH); Blue-wing, near Tallahassee, 
Oct. 9 (JF); Magnolia, latest divisional record, Lake 
Jackson, Nov. 6 (HMS, e¢ al.), Miami, Nov. 12 to 
16 (ESD), and Siesta Key, abnormally late or winter- 
ing, Nov. 17 (Chandler Robbins, Jr.) ; Black-throated 
Green, Lake Jackson, Nov. 11, and Wakulla County, 
Nov. 20 (HMS); Blackburnian, new divisional ex- 
tremes at Key West, Oct. 30 (MH), and Alligator 
Point, Nov. 4 (HLS); Chestnut-side, latest Florida 
record, Newport, Nov. 5 (HMS); Bay-breast, 50 or 
more at Lake Talquin, Oct. 27 to 30 (HW), and one 
at Newport, Nov. 5 (HMS); Oven-bird, Key West, 
Oct. 16 (MH), and Newport, Nov. 5 (HMS); 
Louisiana Water-thrush, Key West, Sept. 25 (MH); 
Kentucky, Tallahassee, Oct. 9 (Zerbes) ; Hooded, ab- 
normally late at Key West, Nov. 21 (FH); Am. 
Redstart, Key West, Oct. 30 (MH), Alligator Point, 
Nov. 4 (HLS), and Miami (rarely winters), Nov. 29 
(LAS, TNM) 

Bobolinks and Orioles.—The peak of the Bobolink 
migration in South Florida was represented by 2 or 3 
thousand on Sept. 11 and 12 (LAS, et al.). Seven 
Baltimore Orioles (possibly including one or 2 Bul- 
lock’s) near St. Marks Light, Sept. 10, was an unusual 
number (HMS, TQ). On the same date (earliest for 
South Florida) 2 Baltimores were found in Broward 
County (DP). Spot-breasted Orioles have spread in 
Miami and were recorded also at Princeton (LAS, 
et al.) ; and an Orchard Oriole at Newport, Aug. 27, 
proved to be the latest normal departure record for 
the Tallahassee Division (HMS). 

Tanagers and Finches—The Scarlet Tanager estab- 
lished a new arrival date for the Tallahassee Division 
near Lake Iamonia, Sept. 24 (HMS); and records of 
the Rose-breasted Grosbeak in the Peninsula were at 
Siesta Key, Oct. 9 (CP), and near Eridu, Oct. 23 
(HMS). The latest departures for the Blue Grosbeak 
in the Tallahassee Division were set near Tallahassee 
on Oct. 24 (Zerbes) and 29 (HMS). Late Indigo 
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Buntings were seen at Key West, Oct. 30 and Nov. 
26 (MH, FH, CB). The arrival of the Painted Bun. 
ting was noted there on Oct. 7 (MH). A Dickcissel 
was trapped near Tallahassee on Sept. 17, banded and 
released on the 18th (Dr. Theron Alexander). Others | 
were seen on Alligator Point, Oct. 15 to 18 (HLS). 
These records mark the first fall appearance of the | 
species in the Tallahassee Division. Single Pine Sis. 
kins appeared at Lake Jackson, Nov. 11 (HMS), and 
Osprey, Nov. 26 (CP). An Am. Goldfinch at Talla. [ 
hassee on Nov. 7 (Zerbes) equaled its previous ar- | 
rival date for Florida; one at Key West, Nov. 23 
(FH), was also early. 

Sparrows —A_ Clay-colored Sparrow, keeping 
company with a Lark Sparrow at Rockledge, Sept. 25 
(ADC), is but the second record for Florida. Other 
Lark Sparrow records come from Wakulla and Frank- 
lin Counties, Sept. 16 to Nov. 4 (HLS, HMS, Zerbes, 
et al.) ; and South Florida, Sept. 10 to Nov. 30 (LAS, 
WGA, et al.). Other local rarities included a Grass. 
hopper Sparrow at Turkey Point (Franklin County), 
Oct. 30 (HMS); Chipping Sparrows as far south as | 
Marathon, Nov. 21 (CB), and Key West (first 
record), Nov. 26 (FH, CB); single White-crowns, 
Alligator Point, Oct. 22 (HLS), and near Port Leon | 
(Wakulla County), Nov. 5 (HMS) ; and the first fall 
record for Florida for Lincoln’s Sparrow, collected | 
on Alligator Point, Oct. 15 (HLS). Several species J 
in this group arrived earlier than usual: Savannah, 
St. Marks Light, Sept. 26; Sharp-tailed, Mashes Island, 
Sept. 28; and Vesper, Franklin County, Oct. 16 
(HLS); Chippy, Miami, Nov. 4 (ESD), earliest for i 
South Florida; and Swamp, near Lake Worth, Oct. 1 J 
(GO), earliest for the State—HENRyY M. STEVENSON, | 
Department of Zoology, Florida State University, 
Tallahassee, Fla. 


ONTARIO—WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—August and September seemed to be generally 
warm and dry throughout this Region. October was 
wet. Port Arthur— 
Fort William had a 
ten-inch snowfall on 
Nov. 1 but there 
little snow to 
the end of Novem- 
ber in the southern 
parts of the Region. 
At the Lakehead 
spruce cones were 
“particularly abun- 
dant” but in theg 
Algonquin Park—f§ 
Haliburton belt 
there were hardly 
any on the trees. 
The most violent 
weather phenome- 
non was Hurricane Hazel. which took 82 lives at 
Toronto when the 8.27 inches of rain (Oct. 15) 
flooded the Humber and Etobicoke Rivers and scoured 
the valleys. This was the heaviest rainfall ever rej 
corded in Ontario. Rain for several days prior to the 
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hurricane had saturated the earth and there was no 
place for the heavy rain to go except down the val- 
leys. Dams, homes and bridges were washed away. 
The Toronto Metropolitan Council promised to de- 
velop the valleys for parkland, which, if implemented, 
vould be one good result of the disaster. The hurri- 
cane was felt all the way from Windsor to Kingston, 
and on the 16th big pines were uprooted by the wind 
at Pimisi Bay, near Lake Nipissing. It was reported 
to be the first hurricane to cross the Alleghanies. It 
began at Caracas, Venezuela, Oct. 6, and on Oct. 16 
the wind at Toronto averaged nearly 50 m.p.h. 

Tropic-birds —Only direct result of Hazel was the 
finding of a dead Yellow-billed Tropic-bird at Gouver- 
neur, N. Y. (east end of Lake Ontario) on Oct. 26, 
by John D. Belknap. This appears to be the second 
record for Lake Ontario as one was taken in Septem- 
ber 1876 just west of Rochester. 

Herons and Ibises—The maximum number of Am. 
Egrets was 61 at Montezuma National Wildlife 
Refuge, N. Y., Aug. 29 (Harry Van Beurden). Van 
Beurden, ef al., had a Glossy Ibis at Braddock’s Bay. 
N. Y., Sept. 25 and 26. W. H. Moulton, John Cart- 
wright and other members of the Kingston Nature 
Club (Ont.) had a Wood Ibis there, Sept. 1 to 12. 

Geese.—Last summer (1953) a number of Am. 
Brant summered on Lake Abitibi (John Smith) and 
Provincial Policeman Ed. Nelson estimated that 2000 
summered (of which perhaps half were shot by In- 
dians). There were a number of prosecutions. This 
summer, 18 spent the season on Kelly Lake, Copper 
Cliff; Frank Fielding saw a pair with 5 young from 
Aug. 12 to Sept. 29. ROMZP files contain no pre- 
vious record of brant breeding south of northern 
Hudson Bay. 

Vultures, Hawks, Turkeys—Claire Davison of 
Hamilton reported 13 Turkey Vultures in late July 
at Dyer's Bay in the Bruce peninsula. Hawk Cliff, 
east of Port Stanley (north shore Lake Erie). con- 
tinues to be the best place to watch the September 
flight of Broad-winged Hawks. Some 27,000 went 
southwest over that point on Sept. 23, according to 
Marshall Field. The introduction of the Turkey in 
Warwick township, Lambton Co., Ont., has been 
a success. On Nov. 29 Conservation Officer Oscar 
Mellick (Dept. Lands and Forests) counted 25 to 30 
birds there. 

Shorebirds.—Many species of shorebirds must pour 
down through northern Ontario each autumn, but 
few records are made of them except at points where 
there are competent observers located. Of interest, 
then, was the flock of 30 Am. Golden Plover seen on 
Sept. 22 and 23 at Geraldton, Thunder Bay District, 
by District Forester James M. Taylor. One of the 
most northerly nestings of the Am. Woodcock came 
to light this summer also, when Monty Wood saw 
one with 3 newly-hatched young, July 8, on Michi- 
picoten Island in Lake Superior. Second record of 
the Curlew Sandpiper for Ontario (other Toronto, 
about 1886) came this season from Dundas, Ont., 
where George North saw one on Oct. 10. 

Gulls —There were three reports of considerable 
interest. Krug’s report of Great Black-backed Gulls 
nesting on Haystack Island, in the Fishing Islands 


group off the Lake Huron shore of the Bruce penin- 
sula, was confirmed when he produced a rectrix from 
one of the young, which he collected at the time he 
banded the bird. This is a new nesting species for 
the Great Lakes. He saw 3 adults and banded and 
photographed 3 young among a colony of Herring 
Gulls, July 1 and 10. Twelve Laughing Gulls at 
Rochester, Oct. 16, and 8 on Oct. 17 (Walter List- 
man, ef al.) were considered Hazel-borne. One was 
seen at Hamilton, Oct. 19, by Mr. North. An adult 
Black-legged Kittiwake, found dead at Sunset Park 
on the shore of Lake Nipissing (Lot 20, Conc. D.., 
Widdifield Tp., Nipissing Dist.) during the first part 
of July by Peter Hare, Dept. Lands and Forests— 
now in ROMZP—was the first Ontario specimen, 
despite earlier records from Hamilton, Toronto, Port 
Stanley, Bridgeburg, Niagara Falls, Fort Erie and 
Burlington. 

Ouls.—Seldom do we have the opportunity of 
mentioning summer occurrences of the Great Gray 
Owl. During the last week of July, however, one was 
seen in a black spruce swamp on the west side of 
Black Sturgeon Lake, near Lake Nipigon, by Reg 
James and Norm Martin. A Richardson's Owl was 
banded at Toronto (foot of Leslie Street) on Oct. 19 
by Frank Smith. 

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds —A Whip- 
poor-will heard in July at Ville Marie, P. Q. (Lake 
Temiskaming) by John Smith was about at its 
northern limit of occurrence. Individual Chimney 
Swifts at Rochester (Oct. 16) and at Toronto (Oct 
17) were late enough to be storm-blown by Hazel. A 
late Ruby-throated Hummingbird was seen at Birch- 
cliff, Toronto, Oct. 18 (Mrs. Alfred Giebel ). 

Woodpeckers —Mrs. Irene Sick saw an adult 
Lewis's Woodpecker at Cohocton, in the Finger 
Lakes Region of New York, Nov. 6. This must be 
unprecedented. 





Swallows.—Allan Outram watched a mass migra- 
tion of Bank Swallows 8 miles northeast of Ivy Lea 
Bridge, between Gananoque and Brockville, Ont., 
going southwest on Sept. 12; 24,000 passed one 
point at the rate of 50 per second for 8 minutes 
(7.22 to 7.30 p.m. DST). 

Chickadees—Toronto, Buffalo, Finger Lakes, 
Rochester and St. Thomas all reported great numbers 
of Black-capped Chickadees, Oct. 9 to 12. At 
Rochester, 10,500 were seen on the 9th and 12,C00 
on the 12th, flocks of over 100 migrating eastward 
up to mid-November. At Toronto, small flocks were 
moving westward along the lake front, Oct. 9 to 11. 
At Buffalo, in October, flocks were seen moving 
across open fields. Some Brown-capped Chickadees 
apparently accompanied this flight, as 3 were reported 
at Rochester (Oct. 17, Oct. 28, Nov. 11); one at 
Bath, in the Finger Lakes, Nov. 19 (Mrs. John 
Nichols) and 2 at Collin’s Bay, near Kingston, Nov. 
7 (Mrs. Isabel Boardman). 

W'rens.—Lucie McDougall and Don Perks had a 
Bewick's Wren at Port Credit, west of Toronto, Oct. 
235 to 27. 

Mockingbirds.—Individual Mockingbirds were seen 
at Fort William, Aug. 10 (Keith Denis); Jackson- 
ville, Finger Lakes, Oct. 16 (Graham); Branchport, 
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Finger Lakes, Oct. 20 (Lewis) and Hamilton, Nov. 
12 (Eleanor Malcolm) but between Oct. 20 and 21 
there were no fewer than 5 reported at Toronto, 
which was unprecedented and a possible result of 
Hurricane Hazel. They were seen at Islington, Scar- 
boro, Terra Cotta, Lorne Park and the Old Mill. 

Thrushes.—William Wasserfall banded a fully- 
grown juvenal Olive-backed Thrush at Hogg’s Hol- 
low, Toronto, Aug. 17. This was within one day of 
Toronto's earliest autumn record. 

Gnatcatchers—In our last report, nests were re- 
ported for the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Point Abino 
and Fanshawe Lake in southern Ontario. A third 
nest was found by Dr. W. W. H. Gunn at Point 
Pelee in May, and a fourth at Turkey Point, May 18. 
by Charles Molony. 

Shrikes—Last fall and winter there was a heavy 
flight of Gray Shrikes in this Region. This season 
there were even more, the birds reaching Stromness, 
Oct. 12; the Lakehead, Oct. 15; Hamilton, Oct. 16 
and Rochester, Oct. 25. At Rochester, late in October, 
as many as 5 were seen in a day. 

Vireos—Harold Axtell collected at White-eyed 
Vireo at Erie Beach, Ont., in the Buffalo area, Oct. 5. 

Warblers —Frank Smith, by using a pelican’s-bill 
clap-trap on 18-foot bamboo-poles, caught and banded 
700 migrating warblers during August and September 
at Oriole Beach, west of Gore’s Landing, on the 
south shore of Rice Lake, Ont. At Lorne Park, west 
of Toronto, Don Perks and Dave West saw 2 Ken- 
tucky Warblers together, Aug. 15. 

Finches.—There was some evidence of a Cardinal 
irruption. A female was seen at Belleville, in No- 
vember (Joy Nichols); a male at Go Home Bay, 
south Georgian Bay, in September (Prof. Wm. Dob- 
son), and a male at Marks Twp., near Fort William, 
Nov. 10 (C. Watkins). All lie beyond the breed- 
ing range of the species, and the last-named 
was only the second record for the Lakehead. There 
was a good flight of Pine Grosbeaks in late October 
at Rochester, Finger Lakes, Hamilton and Toronto. 
There were three Dickcissels reported—Port Stanley, 
Sept. 18 (Field), Kenmore, Buffalo, Oct. 4 (Rath- 
bun) and Rouge River, east of Toronto, Oct. 30 to 
Nov. 1 (J. M. and D. H. Speirs). Outram saw a 
male Lark Bunting, a new record for the Lakehead, 
June 27. The Clay-colored Sparrow, although be- 
coming more prevalent throughout southern On- 
tario in summer, has only once nested south of Sault 
Ste. Marie (Glenorchy, 1950). This summer two 
additional breedings were observed—a nest with 
three eggs plus an egg of the Brown-headed Cow- 
bird at Ayr, June 10 (Norm Shantz and Will 
Schaefer) and Hamilton (young out of nest, July 
14, North and R. K. Sargeant). There were two 
Harris's Sparrows at Buffalo (Sept. 28, Bernie 
Nathan, ef al. and Sept. 29 to Oct. 4 at Kenmore, 
by Fran Rathbun and Mary Emerson). These were the 
second and third area records. A third was seen at 
Milton, west of Toronto, Oct. 24 (Huber Moore). — 
JAMES L. BaILiig, Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology 
and Palaeontology, 100 Queen’s Park. Toronto, Ont. 





APPALACHIAN REGION.—The heaviest warbler 
flight most of us have ever seen, a record southward 
movement of northern finches, and a new budget of 
information concerning diurnal mi. 
gration along mountain crests—all 
these add up to a pretty exciting 
“| | season in the Appalachian Region. 
; Field observation has been easier 
(and more thorough) than usual, 
due to good weather and an almost 
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a The recent intensive fall hawk- 
watching program along Appala- 
chian ridges is yielding rich and 
unexpected by-products. From 
Pennsylvania to Tennessee and North Carolina ob- 
servers have been “manning” the crests regularly, and 
a lot of birds other than hawks have been seen. 

It begins to look as though these mountain crests 
constitute a narrow, but climactic, migration route for 
many species, somewhat comparable in many respects 
to an ocean shoreline. In very narrow zones on or 
near the summits thousands of birds of many species 
move southwestward during autumn days. Observers 
who are stationed a quarter of a mile away from these 
flight zones will see almost nothing of such a move- 
ment. 

During late September, George Hall, Wayne Davis, 
and the writer watched extensive diurnal warbler 
flights, often in numbers in the thousands. These 
flocks include many species, with Black-throated Green 
and Black-throated Blue possibly constituting the 
most abundant. Other birds which have shown strong 
diurnal flights include several swallow species, Blue 
Jays, Cedar Waxwings, and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. 
Virginia and Tennessee observers have found large 
migrating flocks of Red-breasted Nuthatches. Occa- 
sionally a wholly unexpected bird like Wilson's Snipe 
is seen. Some years ago two field students watched 
White Pelicans flying over Clingman’s Dome in the 
Great Smokies. 

For the past several autumns, observations by Alex- 
ander Wetmore and others have indicated a small, 
but regular, southward movement of Snow Buntings 
along mountain crests. This situation is strikingly like 
that along the seacoast, in that these birds seem re- 
stricted to narrow zones, and follow them farther 
south than they customarily do elsewhere. As will be 
noted below, the present season has again demon- 
strated such a movement. 

On Oct. 24, 1954, Fred W. Behrend found a single 
Snow Bunting at the summit of Big Bald Mountain, 
Tenn., at an elevation of approximately 5500 ft. At 
the same place on Nov. 7, he found 3 individuals, and 
succeeded in photographing one of them. They were 
feeding on seeds of rushes (Juncus), Three-toothed 
Cinquefoil (Potentilla tridentata), and Common Yar- 
row (Achillea millefolium). On Round Bald (el. 
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5800 ft.), near Roan Mountain, Tenn., Behrend found 
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13 Snow Buntings on Nov. 20. Such observations as 
these add to the ecological interest of the southern 
Appalachian grass ‘‘balds.” 

Other northern finches, as might be expected, are 
widely dispersed in northeasterly portions of the Ap- 
palachian Region, but, this fall at least, are having 
a remarkable southwestward movement along the 
higher crests. A record of the observed movements of 
certain species follows: 

Evening Grosbeak.—Arrived at State College, Pa., 
on Oct. 20 (Chambers and Ely, fide Merrill Wood): 
arrived Warren, Pa., on Oct. 31 (H. E. Johnson) ; 
noted at Cheat Mountain, Randolph Co., W. Va., on 
Nov. 1 (C. O. Handley); seen at Moshannon Dam. 
Center Co., Pa., on Nov. 6 (A. E. Conway); ‘‘thou- 
sands” in northern hardwood forest on Kennison Mt. 
(4000 ft.), Pocahontas Co., W. Va., on Nov. 9 
(Handley, Jim Beach, Wayne Bailey); flock of 30 
on Roan Mt., Tenn.—N. C. (el. 6200 ft.) on Nov. 
13 (Behrend ). 

Pine Grosbeak.—Seen at Moshannon Dam, Pa., on 
Nov. 6 (Conway); at Monument Knob, South Mt., 
Md.. on Nov. 6 (R. J. Beaton); flock of 20 on 
Middle Mt., Pocahontas Co., W. Va., Nov. 16 
(Handley); 3 seen in Randolph Co., W. Va., on 
Nov. 18 (Handley and Bailey). It is noteworthy that 
from West Virginia southward all observations of 
both Evening and Pine Grosbeaks in this Region have 
been made on mountain ridges from 3500 ft. up- 
wards. 

After the warbler ‘famine’ of the spring of 1954, 
the ‘feast’ during the fall offered full compensation. 
Not many warblers seemed to be moving until about 
Sept. 15, but from that time until mid-October there 
was such a flight as most of us had not seen before. 
The birds literally ‘swarmed’ almost every day, and 
could be found in numbers even on cold, windy after- 
noons. Some species, such as Black-capped, which are 
seldom seen in northern West Virginia in autumn 
were quite common. Orange-crowned Warblers, gen- 
erally thought of as excessively rare in West Virginia, 
were reported on a number of occasions. A live bird 
was captured on Nov. 3 at Huntington, W. Va. 
(Ralph Edeburn). To this reporter at least, migrating 
warbler flocks this fall seemed to hold unusual num- 
bers of adult birds in full spring plumage. 

A number of birds remained northward until un- 
usually late dates. Among these were: Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, Oct. 15, Morgantown, W. Va. 
(Brooks); Chimney Swift, Oct. 10, Waynesburg, Pa.. 
and Oct. 12, Morgantown (Brooks); Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, Oct. 21, Lexington, Va. (J. J. Murray); 
Chuck-will’s-widow, Sept. 10, Knoxville, Tenn. (J. C. 
Howell): Rough-winged Swallow, 30 on Oct. 17 at 
Knoxville, Tenn. (Mrs. R. A. Monroe); Purple Mar- 
tin, 7 at Knoxville on Oct. 22 (Howell); Grasshopper 
Sparrow, Nov. 7, Galeton, Potter Co., Pa., specimen 
presented to Carnegie Museum by Mrs. Paul Wible 
(K. C. Parkes) 

Loons and Grebes—Water birds and waterfowl 
generally were late this fall, and some major flights 
may not have come through at the time of this re- 
port (Nov. 26). Common Loons often make their 
first appearance in the Appalachian Region in sizable 


flocks, but this year they started drifting through 
northeastern Ohio in early October (Vincent Mc- 
Laughlin and W. E. Baker). No major flocks oc- 
curred near Morgantown until Nov. 19. Red-throated 
Loons were seen at Deep Creek Lake, Garrett Co., 
Md., on Nov. 2 (Brooks), and at Cheat Lake, near 
Morgantown, W. Va., on Nov. 26 (Charles Thomas 
and F. C. Brooks). A Red-necked Grebe was noted 
by Roy Booth on Guilford Lake, Ohio, on Oct. 31. 
Pied-billed Grebes were common and well distributed, 
but did not flock as they sometimes do. 

' Cormorants, Herons.—Hall found a Double-crested 
Cormorant at Cheat Lake on Nov. 7. Large flights on 
the Ohio side of Pymatuning Lake were reported by 
McLaughlin. Donald Hurley saw one near Knoxville, 
Tenn., on Sept. 12, and Mrs. E. M. West found 2 
near Chattanooga, Tenn., on Nov. 7. No large fal] 
flights of “white” herons developed. Baker found 
Little Blues at Pine Lake, Ohio, on Sept. 5. Howell 
noted a flock of 15 Black-crowned Night Herons at 
Norris, Tenn., on Oct. 16. Baker's last Ohio date for 
the Green Heron, Oct. 3, is late. 

Waterfowl—Either there are many Whistling 
Swans still northward as this is written, or the migra- 
tion went elsewhere. There were scattered small flocks 
in northeastern Ohio, and a single bird at State Col- 
lege, Pa. (Wood); otherwise, none were reported. 
In contrast to all other recent autumn seasons, no Blue 
or Snow Geese were reported by anyone. Canada 
Geese were widespread, and relatively abundant. The 
flight in northeastern Ohio began on Sept. 26 (Mc- 
Laughlin), and has been continuing. On Nov. 2, the 
writer's party saw two flocks directly over Allegheny 
Backbone in Garrett Co., Md. 

The duck flight has been rather poor and scattered. 
Relatively few dabbling ducks showed up, and the 
diving ducks came late. A European Widgeon at Evans 
Lake, Ohio, on Oct. 24 was noteworthy (Booth). 
Hall found 2 White-winged Scoters at Cheat Lake on 
Nov. During the last two autumns Buffle-heads 
have been more common, and more persistent, on 
Cheat Lake than have been Lesser Scaups, a marked 
departure from the normal. 

Birds of Prey—Everyone who went hawk watching 
found some birds, but no one ( reporting to me) 
found large numbers. All the major ridges had ob- 
servers on the last two week-ends in September, and 
there were sporadic observations on other days. Gen- 
erally, the weather was warm, with light southwest 
winds; not ideal weather for hawk flights. As usual, 
almost all birds passed through during the 11 a.m.- 
1 p.m. period—just why we have no idea. 

A striking feature of the migration was the large 
number of species observed. Parties on Allegheny 
Backbone saw eight species (not identical on the two 
days) on both Sept. 18 and Sept. 25. More than the 
usual numbers of Peregrine Falcons were reported, 
and there was a fair flight of Pigeon Hawks. Ospreys 
were much more numerous than during most past 
seasons. 

Wood saw a Goshawk on Oct. 24 at Tussey Fire 
Tower, Center Co., Pa., the only one so far reported 
from the Region, despite an early flight eastward. Two 
eagles, one certainly identified as an immature Golden, 
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were noted by Johnson near Warren, Pa., on Sept. 23. 

Gallinaceous Birds.—Evidence continues to accumu- 
late that Ruffed Grouse in the Appalachian Region 
have gone into one of their periodic declines. Accord- 
ing to the cycle theory, these birds might be expected 
to be at low ebb this year and next. Wayne Bailey, 
specialist on gallinaceous birds for the West Virginia 
Conservation Commission, predicted a drop in grouse 
populations after his study of nesting success and 
brood size during May, June, and July. Experience 
of hunters locally is bearing out his prediction. Mc- 
Laughlin reports that hunters in northeastern Ohio 
are also reporting grouse scarcities. 

On the other hand, Bob-whites are, according to 
Bailey, at an all-time “high” in numbers. Certainly 
these birds are occurring at altitudes (up to 4000 ft.) 
from which they have not previously been reported. 
Bailey also believes that wild Turkeys have been at 
least as successful this year as last, a very hopeful 
situation for this species. Dr. Richter says that Ring- 
necked Pheasants are plentiful this year in eastern 
Ohio. 

Rails through Terns.—Handley reported a good 
flight of Soras, with some Virginias, on Oct. 9 in 
Mason County, W. Va. On Oct. 10, Conway found 3 
Florida Gallinules at Moshannon Dam, Pa. Mrs. West 
found Golden Plovers at two localities near Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., on Nov. 7, new records for the neigh- 
borhood. There were about 500 Am. Coots on Deep 
Creek Lake, Md., on Nov. 2. 

The first Am. Woodcock flight of the season 
reached the State College, Pa., area in the last week 
of October (W. S. Clarke, Jr.), and Mason County, 
W. Va., on Oct. 31 (Handley). Late summer and 
early fall rains filled up lakes and ponds in much of 
this Region, so that shorebirds were generally scarce 
and dispersed. Perhaps the best find was 5 Northern 
Phalaropes at Mosquito Lake, Ohio, on Sept. 6 (Mc- 
Laughlin). A Sanderling at Butler, Pa., on Sept. 3 
was unusual (F. W. Preston). During late 
August, 18 Caspian Terns were counted on the 
Youngstown, Ohio, lakes (McLaughlin). A flock of 
25 Black Terns was noted on Norris Lake, Tenn., on 
Sept. 4 (Howell). 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
was noted by Hall near Morgantown on Sept. 12, and 
Howell collected one near Knoxville (the first Knox 
Co. record) on Sept. 16. The Purple Martin flight 
was heavier, and later, than I have ever seen it in the 
Morgantown area. On Sept. 3 I counted from the 
windows of a University building over 5000 of the 
birds on television antennae. C. O. Handley, Jr., en- 
countered, on Aug. 27, one of the heavy flights of 
Cliff Swallows so characteristic of certain Appala- 
chian valleys. He estimated more than 5000 birds in 
a small area near Bartow, W. Va. 

Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches.—A scattered, but lo- 
cally heavy, beech mast has caused large Blue Jay 
concentrations at certain points. Other wintering 
species are also concentrated in such areas, so that 
persons feeding the birds are under the impression 
that they are unusually scarce. There has been a heavy 
fall movement of chickadees, bringing many Black- 
caps to join the Carolinas in the Morgantown area. 
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E. R. Bordner reported a Brown-capped Chickadee at 
State College, Pa., on Nov. 4, Red-breasted Nut. 


hatches were unusually common throughout the Re. | 


gion during October and November. Solitary Vireos § 


were abundant in early October. 

Warblers—As an addendum to the discussion in 
my introduction of an extraordinarily heavy wood 
warbler flight, Howell tells of one of the unfortunate, 
periodic killings of birds at the Knoxville airport on 
the night of Oct. 7. Many of the birds killed, 267 in 
number, were warblers, and of these 81 were Oven. 


birds. On the same day a dead Swainson’s Warbler | 


was picked up at Oak Ridge, Tenn. 

Finches and Sparrows.—In addition to those already 
mentioned, there have been notable reports 
among the fringillids. Purple Finches were farther 
south, and at lower elevations, during the last sum- 
mer than ever before. Mrs. Cowell reported a redpoll 
at State College on Nov. 17. Pine Siskins have been 
common in the mountains southward. On Nov. 21, 
G. H. Breiding secured a specimen of the White. 
winged Crossbill near Wheeling, W. Va. Dr. Preston 
saw an Oregon Junco at Butler, Pa., on Sept. 26, two 


other 


weeks before any Slate-colored Juncos occurred in that | 


locality. Lapland Longspurs at State College in late 
October and early November were identified by H. B. 
Curry. Snow Buntings were early and abundant in 
northeastern Ohio (McLaughlin). Take it all around, 
it has been quite a season!—MAuvrRIcE Brooks, West 
Virginia University, Morgantown, W. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—In Minne. 
sota the month of September was noted for its over- 
cast days. The percentage of sunshine was the lowest 














since 1926. 
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cipitation in both October and November; as a matter 
of fact, November was the driest since 1942. The 
temperature for November was 5.3° above normal. 
Yet there was one day with 20°, the lowest Novem- 
ber temperature recorded since 1923 (Minneapolis 
Weather Bureau). In Wisconsin temperatures during 
the fall months averaged cooler than normal. Pre- 
cipitation was below normal in August, but showers 
were frequent in September. Rainfall was heavy dur- 


ing the first part of October. In southeastern Michi- | 


gan, September and October were warm but a strong 
cold northwest wind during the first week of October 
brought with it waterfowl. On Oct. 30 there was a 


heavy snow (12 inches) along Lake Michigan which : 


dwindled to the eastward. In Lapeer County, Mich., 
this was the driest summer since pre-war years. The 
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rainfall for July, August, and September averaged 
4.71 inches as against a normal rainfall of 8.67 inches. 
The situation reversed itself in October when 5.31 
inches of rain fell in three weeks. During these same 
three weeks 7.25 inches fell in the Detroit area mak- 
ing it the ‘wettest’ October ever recorded by the 
Detroit Weather Bureau. The first half of November 
was warm, sunny and dry in the Detroit area. 

Loons and Grebes.—Three Red-throated Loons were 
reported from Cedar Grove, Sheboygan Co., Wis., on 
Nov. 27. Red-necked Grebes were seen in the same 
locality on Sept. 25, 26, Oct. 2 and and also a 
Western Grebe on Nov. 27. Two Western Grebes 
were also observed in Ozaukee Co., Wis., on Nov. 27 
(Tom Soulen, et a/.). Three Horned Grebes were re- 
ported present on Parent Lake, Baraga Co., Mich., on 
Oct. 4 (Arthur Peters). 

Herons.—The post-breeding northward migration 
f Am. Egrets was not so noticeable this fall, probably 
because they were present all summer. They were still 
present at Horicon Marsh, Dodge Go. Wis., on Oct. 
31 (Mrs. H. W. Degner). 

W’aterfowl—Poor waterfowl migrations were re- 
ported from Dowagiac, Cass Co., Mich. (Isaac R. 
Hunter), and from many parts of Minnesota. At other 
places local conditions seemed to dictate the appear- 
ance of waterfowl during migration. In Wisconsin, 
waterfowl showed up quite well during mid-Septem- 
ber, because of high water in the marshes. However, 
this led to a dispersion of ducks. Hunters had a difh- 
cult time when hunting started in early October (C. 
Dennis Besadny). At Seney National Wildlife Refuge, 
Schoolcraft Co., Mich., the waterfowl migration was 
normal (David C. McGlauchlin). Near Kalamazoo, 
southwestern Michigan, the snowstorm of Oct. 30 
brought ‘thousands of Ring-necked Ducks . . . Canada 
Geese Geese among the Blues’ (Mrs. 
Gladys Hall). In this same area flocks of 20 to 60 
Whistling Swans were seen during the first week of 
November and a flock of 60 stopped at a local lake 
on Nov. 28 (Hall). At Seney Refuge the big migra- 
tion of Snow Geese and Blue Geese occurred on Oct. 
24 and 28, and 85 (Richardson's) Canada Geese were 
reported just south of the Refuge on Oct. 24 (Mc- 
Glauchlin). At Ewen, Ontonagen Co., Mich., far more 
geese were observed this year than in any other year. 
The first (8 Canada Geese) were observed on Sept. 
23; the last on Oct. 30, with the peak on Oct. 17 
(Arthur Peters). Three hundred Blue Geese seen on 
Oct. 24 in Arcadia Twp., Lapeer Co., Mich., consti- 
tute the first record in many years for that area (L. P. 
and D. A. Zimmerman). Groups of Whistling Swans 
on Lake Harriet and Lake Calhoun in Minneapolis, 
Hennepin Co., Minn., stopped many people on their 
way to work on the morning of Dec. 5. About 3000 
divers, Redheads, scaups and others, arrived at Seney 
Refuge on Nov. 2 and remained for about a week 
(McGlauchlin). In most areas there were no concen- 
trated movements of waterfowl; rather they “trickled 
through.”” A group of Am. Widgeons, which built up 
to a peak population of 600, remained at Seney 
Refuge during October (McGlauchlin). Unusual 
records were 4 White-winged Scoters seen on Oct. 17 
(Tom Soulen, ef al.) and Oct. 26 (Mary Donald) 
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at Cedar Grove, Wis., and 2 female Am. Scoters seen 
on Lake Michigan, Milwaukee, Wis., on Nov. 7 (Mrs. 
F. L. Larkin). 

Hawks.—The hawk migration provided some highly 
interesting information. The results between localities 
may not be strictly comparable because of two vari- 
ables: first, the number of people counting and second, 
the number of hours spent in observation. Even with 
these variables, some comparisons are possible. As an 
example, more hawks were counted at Detroit over 
a shorter period of time than were counted at Cedar 
Grove, Wis. In Michigan, 25,000 (1095 in 1953) 
hawks, the largest total ever counted, were tallied 
from Sept. 15 through the middle of October. A 
serious attempt was made to follow the migration as 
it funneled across the Detroit River, but the birds 
seemed to fly higher, and disappeared shortly after 
reaching the mainland. The peak of the migration 
was during the last few days of September (R. D. 
Merriam and Detroit Bird Club Survey). At Cedar 
Grove, Wis., 3574 (3686 in 1953) hawks were 
counted during the months of September and October 
and one day in August. The peak seemed to come the 
last week of September. In Wisconsin the greatest 
number were Sharp-shins (1684) followed by Broad- 
wings, 639 (Daniel Berger, Tom Soulen, ef al.). At 
Duluth, St. Louis Co., Minn., a total of 4088 (7220 
in 1953) hawks was seen and the peak (2495) was 
on Sept. 19. The majority of hawks were Broad-wings 
(1834) and next in number (1395) were Sharp-shins 
(J. K. Bronoel, O. A. Finseth, P. B. Hofslund, e 
al.). Six Goshawks were seen in Duluth, 8 in Wis- 
consin, and 3 in Detroit during the period of the mi- 
gration count. Of more than usual interest was the 
report of an immature Bald Eagle banded at Cedar 
Grove, Wis., on Oct. 29 by Daniel Berger and re- 
captured near Fairmont, Martin Co., Minn., on Dec. 
2. It was feeding on dead fish washed up on the shore 
and was too weak to fly (Ford Jensen and Maynard 
Nelson). Robert Widmeier of Minneapolis, Minn., is 
trying to feed it back to health. 

Shorebirds—Migration was in normal numbers in 
Lapeer Co., Mich. Perhaps the first observation of the 
returning shorebirds was a Solitary Sandpiper seen on 
July 15 (R. A. O'Reilly). A single Am. Golden 
Plover seen at Imlay City, Lapeer Co., Mich., on Sept. 
12 is the first record for that area since 1951 (D. A., 
M. A., and L. P. Zimmerman). In southwestern 
Michigan, shorebirds were more numerous than last 
year (Hall). A Stilt Sandpiper was observed (25 
yards, 8 x 30 binoculars, good light) at Whitehall, 
Muskegon Co., Mich., on Aug. 21 (George A. Wick- 
strom). In Wisconsin rain during late August and in 
September tended to concentrate the birds on a few 
select mudflats. Horicon Marsh, Wis., had an excep- 
tional concentration of both species and numbers of 
shorebirds. In one day, Aug. 19, 52 Long-billed 
Dowitchers and 52 Stilt Sandpipers were observed 
(S. Paul Jones, Pete Weber and Tom Soulen)! Two 
Stilt Sandpipers and 4 Northern Phalaropes were seen 
at Milwaukee, Wis., on Sept. 14 (Mrs. F. L. Larkin 
and Sam Robbins). A (Western) Willet was recorded 
as far east as Sheboygan, Wis., on Aug. 23 (Myron 
Reichwaldt). 
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Snowy Owls.—The Snowy Owl invasion was most 
prominent in Minnesota, where there were at least 21 
reports; the earliest was Nov. 6 at Goose Lake, Hen- 
nepin Co. (Edward Marten), and the farthest south 
was Winona Co. (Brother Theodore). There were no 
reports from Wisconsin. There were five reports from 
Michigan where they were seen in Ontonagen Co. 
(Peters), Van Buren, Allegan and Kent Counties 
(Hall) and Macomb Co. (Kierblewski), all in No- 
vember. 

Jays.—The Blue Jay migration was again noted in 
the Detroit, Mich., area. It was simultaneous with 
the hawk migration. A maximum of 700 was counted 
on Sept. 26 (Reynolds). An estimated 300 migrants 
were observed along 22 miles of Lake Michigan shore- 
line in southern Mackinac Co., Mich., on Sept. 24 and 
another 200 in the early morning of Sept. 26 in 
Monroe Co., Mich. (Marian and Dale Zimmerman). 

Chickadees.—All observers in the Detroit, Mich., 
area commented on the unusual number of Black- 
capped Chickadees in the area, an influx which began 
about Oct. 20. There were no Brown-capped Chicka- 
dees. 

Gray Shrikes —The invasion of Gray Shrikes which 
occurred last year seems to be repeating itself this 
year. In the Detroit, Mich., area the earliest record 
was one banded in Addison Twp., Oakland Co., on 
Nov. 3 (Mrs. Alice D. Miller). Between Nov. 19 and 
Nov. 30 there were five positive identifications from 
Macomb, Oakland and Wayne Cos. (Johnston, Kelley. 
Middleton, Rogers and Stanton). A Gray Shrike seen 
in Burnside Twp., Lapeer Co., on Nov. 14 was posi- 
tively identified, and one seen on Oct. 20 and another 
on Nov. 12 were probably also Gray Shrikes {a 
M. A., and D. A. Zimmerman). In Wisconsin, Gray 
Shrikes were reported from Milwaukee, Oct. 16 
(Mary Donald); Chippewa Co., Oct. 17, and later 
(Kemper) ; and in Bayfield, Brown, Fond du Lac and 
Outagamie Counties (Besadny). In Minneapolis. 
Minn., one was seen from Nov. 14 to Dec. 5 (Mrs. 
Ray D. Fuller). 

Warblers —The warbler migration at Detroit was 
at its peak between Sept. 27 and Oct. 2. More than 
400 individuals of 21 species were banded this fall 
by Kelley and Lenz. A Blue-winged Warbler banded 
on Sept. 18 was two weeks later than any previous 
survey record for Michigan and a Cerulean Warbler 
banded on Oct. 2 at Davisburg, was the first fall 
record for this species (O'Reilly). Orange-crowned 
Warblers banded on Oct. 9, 13, and 17 at Huntington 
Woods, Oakland Co., Mich., were the first fall records 
by the Detroit survey of this species (Kelley and 
Lenz). An Orange-crowned Warbler was banded on 
Oct. 16 at Imlay City, Mich. This is only the second 
reliable fall record for Lapeer Co. (Zimmerman). 
Near Mazomanie, Dane Co., Wis., there was a good 
warbler migration on Oct. 1 when 16 species were 
counted (Paul Jones, Mrs. F. L. Larkin and Sam Rob- 
bins). In Chippewa Co., Wis., the warbler migration 
was very spotty. The Myrtle and Palm Warbler peak 
was on Sept. 29 (Charles A. Kemper). The Hooded 
Warbler, a rarity in Wisconsin, was seen and heard in 
Adams Co., Aug. 23 (Robbins). In Minnesota war- 
blers were migrating on Sept. 10 and on Sept. 30, 
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when there were also vireos, flycatchers, Red-breasted 
Nuthatches and Slate-colored Juncos (Mary Lupient), 

Finches —Along with Gray Shrikes there has been 
a pronounced invasion of northern finches. In the 
Detroit and Lapeer Co., Mich., areas, where Evening 
Grosbeaks were not seen last year there were several 
reports this year; the earliest was Oct. 15 (Jasper, 
Johnston, Lenz and Zimmerman) and the largest 
group was one of 100 on Nov. 7 (Mrs. B. Schoon. 
over). A group of 10 Evening Grosbeaks was ob. 
served at Midland, Mich. on Oct. 31 (Eugene 
Kenaga). Three were seen at Ewen, Mich. (Peters). 
In Wisconsin they were observed at Cedar Grove on 
Oct. 17, Nov. 7, 14 and 16 (Tom Soulen, et al.) ; and 
at Friendship, Adams Co., on Nov. 19 (Robbins). 
Both Evening and Pine Grosbeaks were reported 
from Madison, Wis. Evening Grosbeaks were also re- 
ported several times from Ramsey County, Minn. (A 
C. Rosenwinkel) and Hennepin Co., Minn. (Mary 
Lupient). A flight of 8000 to 10,000 Am. Goldfin- 
ches was observed at Cedar Grove, Wis., on Nov. 7 
and Purple Finches, Common Redpolls, Pine Siskins 
and White-winged Crossbills were reported in num- 
bers from the same place (Tom Soulen). The second 
record of the White-winged Crossbill for Lapeer 
County, Mich., was one reported on Nov. 12 (Zim- 
mermans). The Detroit Bird Society had only 4 prior 
reports of White-winged Crossbills in 10 years (twice 
in 1949, once in 1951, and summer, 1954) but had 
three specific reports this year: Nov. 24, one at Mt. 
Clemens, Macomb Co., one at Pontiac, Oakland Co., 
on Nov. 24, 4 at Davisburg, Oakland Co., on Nov. 28 


— 








(Johnston, Nickell, Kelley and Eriksson). White. | 


winged Crossbills were also reported from Madison, 
Wis., and 6 were observed in Adams Co., Wis., on 
Nov. 6 (Robbins). There were several reports of this 
species from Minnesota; the farthest south record was 
from Red Wing, Goodhue Co., where a large flock 
was observed on Oct. 31 (Marjorie Gray Vogel) .— 
Harvey L. GUNDERSON, Maseum of Natural History, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—If the 
Middlewest has ever experienced a more eventful 
autumn migration than that of 1954, it must have been 
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bird movement 
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though cyclical, infrequent. Not the least satisfactory 
feature to a would-be summarizer was the very con- | 


siderable agreement among some 100 reports; frag- 
ments of information from states engage neatly, 
like pieces of a jig-saw puzzle, to produce remark- 
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ably clear and sharp pictures. 

August was cool and wet and September the reverse, 
with a sufficient number of cold air masses and winds 
from the north to bring good waves of perching birds. 
Despite heavy, and in many places record, precipita- 
tion in October (¢.g., it was the wettest single month 
in South Bend, Ind., history, and at both Chicago and 
Cleveland there were 3.5-inch rainfalls in 24 hours), 
temperatures high; did not 
prevail in states west of the Mississippi, where the 
to average in all respects. A good 
many land bird stragglers delayed their departures 
until the end of October, when the first cold spell 
and snow also touched off the initial large waterfowl] 
flights. The gradual return of warmer temperatures 
and a stretch of Indian summer weather finally yielded 
to winter in the last third of the month. It was dur- 
ing the October and November warm periods (which 
prevailed in the north, too) that the northern er- 
ratics appeared, an excellent illustration of the lack 
of correlation between cold weather and the move- 
ments of these winter visitors. 

Grebe 
as usual on Lake Michigan (136 off the beach in 
Porter and La Porte Cos., Ind., Nov. 27, Phil Kahl) ; 
the smallest number in 15 years at Ohio's South Bass 
Island in Lake Erie may have been the result of the 
disappearance there of an important food 
item, the Emerald Shiner, which until recently was 
present in schools running into millions (Milton B. 
Trautman). St. Louis, where the Horned Grebe is 
regarded as uncommon, recorded flocks of 20, more 
than the aggregate total seen over many years (J. Earl 
Comfort). The greatest concentration of Pied-billed 
Grebes occurred at Des Moines, Iowa; Woodward 
Brown found 2 lakes, Oct. 2. Among the 
rarer divers, the most interesting report is that of a 
Western Grebe on Lake Michigan near Waukegan, 
Ill., on Nov. 11 (Marion Clow). 

Ibises —A White-faced Ibis, casual in Iowa, ap- 
peared at Iowa City on Aug. 11, was collected 10 
days later, and now reposes there in the University’s 
museum (Fred W. Kent). 

Swans and Geese—Whistling Swans were found 
in every state in the Region. About 125 passed east- 
ward over South Bass Island on Nov. 5 (Trautman) ; 
less to be expected, A. Lang Baily, Peter Petersen, Jr., 
and others found the birds regularly in Carroll 
County, Ill., between Oct. 16 and Nov. 27 (peak of 
34 on Nov. 25). Good numbers of Canada Geese at 
concentration points in the Mississippi flyway indi- 
cate that the species maintained its high population 
in 1954. While ofhcial counts by James D. McCall 
in mid-October in Indiana revealed that there had 
already been a considerable influx, the flight most 
generally observed occurred from Oct. 25 to 28 in 
connection with temperature drops at that time. Move- 
ments in Canada during the next 3 days were reflected 
in the Middlewest in early November. Blue and Snow 
Geese also began arriving in significant numbers at 
the end of October: while counts were quite high at 
some places, a very great percentage of adults in the 
flock at Crab Orchard Lake, IIl., suggests a poor nest- 
ing season (Lee Bush, fide Richard Brewer). 
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Ducks.—For the most part, ducks seemed slow to 
leave Canada, and as of this writing many localities 
were reporting an unsatisfactory migration. However, 
a good flight began at the end of October and con- 
tinued for about a week, at least in the states east of 
the Mississippi (William B. Barnes). Then followed 
a gradual build-up, large enough to double the num- 
bers in the Illinois valley between Nov. 1 and 15. A 
sharp cold spell on Nov. 21 brought down the last 
flight within the period of this report; evidently this 
was central Iowa's first big wave of the season 
(Brown, Kent). In addition to the usual Mallards 
and Blacks, Ring-necks and Lesser Scaup were well 
represented in the October flight; and around San- 
dusky Bay, Ohio, hunters spoke of the biggest Canvas- 
back concentration in years (Laurel Van Camp, Alta 
Smith). On Oct. 30, Raymond Grow and Henry West 
counted 72 White-winged and 43 Am. Scoters on Lake 
Michigan between Gary and Michigan City, Ind. Red- 
breasted Mergansers, present off South Bass Island 
by the thousands until 1950, have steadily diminished 
in numbers since that time: Trautman’s total autumn 
count through November was 6. He suggests that this 
remarkable drop may be the result of the food situa- 
tion, 7.e., the succession of reproductive failures of the 
Emerald Shiner, on which the merganser largely fed 
in that area. 

Hawks and Eagles—The hawk flight down the 
west shore of Lake Michigan, witnessed annually by 
Marion Clow at Lake Forest, Ill., took place on a 
greater scale than any she had previously seen. On 
Sept. 21 during the 614 hours following 10 a.m., 
when observation began, an estimated 2000 hawks 
passed over, many at great heights. Eight species were 
represented, with well over 1000 Broad-wings, several 
hundred each of Red-tails and Red-shoulders, and 
100+ Sharp-shins. The birds maintained their course 
along the shore despite 20 to 30 mile northwest winds, 
actually facing westward as they moved due south 
The next day 212 Broad-wings passed. On these same 
2 days, Joseph A. Hagar saw 123 Broad-winged 
Hawks at Toledo, and on Sept. 22-23, F. W. Behrend 
counted 233 over Harlan County, Ky.; at Lima, Ohio, 
on the 24th there was a flight of 279 (Hagar). Space 
limitations prevent discussion of 4 other and much 
smaller hawk movements. 

Most interesting rarities were a Mississippi Kite 
in Johnson County, Kans., on Sept. 26 (Ben King, 
Jim Lubkin); a Golden Eagle found wounded in 
Meigs Co., Ohio, on Nov. 9 (Norval Hall, fide Ed- 
ward S. Thomas), and another found dead at Bethel, 
Ohio, on Nov. 16 (obtained by Karl Maslowski, fide 
Sven Sjodahl). 

Rails.—L. Barrie Hunt reported single Yellow Rails 
near Oxford, Ohio, on Sept. 8 and Oct. 30 under 
identical circumstances as those described in Audubon 
Field Notes, 7:19-20. 

Shorebirds.—A recurrent difficulty in appraising the 
fall migration of shorebirds in this Region lies in the 
fact that there are so few spots where the environ- 
ment is constant enough to provide the necessary basis 
for annual comparisons. Great Lakes beaches change 
relatively little, but they do not attract many species. 
Our really important feeding grounds are mudflats, 
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and these are ephemeral. indeed; if last year’s flat is 
not inundated this year, it is most probably covered 
with a mat of vegetation. This may explain why the 
frequent fluctuations of shorebird numbers that attract 
so much attention on the local level seldom add up to 
anything of regional significance; apparently any 
autumn will be an exciting one, with a fair chance 
of discovering local rarities, wherever there is plenty 
of mud: 1954, then, was much as usual. Interesting 
finds were a Hudsonian Curlew at Wilmette, IIl., on 
Sept. 5 (Laurie Binford); 9 Red Knots, 3 each in 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois between Aug. 27 and 
Sept. 4; single Am. Avocets at Columbus, Ohio, on 
Sept. 20 (N. Thomson, fide Thomas); north of 
Dayton, Ohio, on Oct. 2 (Robert G. James); and in 
Clinton Co., Mo., on Oct. 10 (King); 2 Red Phala- 
ropes at Gary for 3 weeks from Sept. 18 (Grow, Kahl, 
Ted Chandik). 

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns.—Jaegers are rare but fairly 
regular fall migrants along the south shore of Lake 
Michigan: when identification is possible, most turn 
out to be Parasitic. Singles of that species were found 
on Oct. 16 and 25 at Gary (Grow) and Michigan 
City (Kahl). respectively. Earlier, on Sept. 26, an 
Parasitic Jaeger was captured at South 
Bass Island a few days after a period of rain and high 
wind (Trautman). 

Varying statements about Bonaparte’s Gulls may 
nevertheless complement each other. Trautman found 
very few on western Lake Erie, where the bird for- 
merly fed on the Emerald Shiner; Hugh Schaefer 
noted good numbers around Cleveland; and Binford 
considered September concentrations near Chicago ex- 
ceptionally high (e.g., 2000, Sept. 3, Wilmette). As 
usual, observers along southern Lake Michigan found 
a number of the rarer gulls. In addition to 3 Glaucous, 
one Great Black-backed (all in November), and 7 
Little Gulls (from July 24 through November): an 
adult Sabine’s was seen by A. L. Campbell and others 
at Waukegan on July 24 and an adult Black-legged 
Kittiwake by many people at Michigan City between 
Nov. 14 and 21. 

Sixty Caspian Terns on Lake Decatur, III., on Sept. 
19 (Jerry Chaniot) is a much larger number than is 
ordinarily met with here. The Black Tern migration 
at South Bass Island began July 2. reached its peak 
by the 20th, and had largely ended by late August 
(Trautman ). 

Cuckoos.—Latest of several exceptional dates for 
the 2 cuckoos were Nov. 6 at Bushnell, III. (a Yellow- 
bill, Larry L. Hood), and Nov. 13 at Cleveland (2 
Black-bills, Schaefer). 

Ouls.—By December it was evident that there was 
under way a Snowy Owl flight far exceeding the dis- 
appointing one of last year. The first bird appeared 
in northwest Ohio on Nov. 8 (Van Camp), and be- 
fore the end of the month 17 had been noted (Ohio 
8, Indiana 1, Illinois 1, lowa 7). A Gary record on 
Dec. 4 brought the total so far to 18. The penetra- 
tion was along a line drawn from Amana and Iowa 
City on the west to Columbus on the east, with out- 
posts at Champaign, IIl., and Cincinnati. Long-eared 
and Short-eared Owls, on the other hand, were 
scarcely mentioned. 
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Goatsuckers to 


mained late, departing on dates very like the extremes 


given by Bent; the final swift was seen on Oct. 19 at | 


Delaware, Ohio (George W. Cox). 

Although the report is out of place here, it is worth 
recording that on Sept. 1, Chaniot found the nest of 
a Ruby-throated Hummingbird at Decatur, and that 
the young fledged on the Sth and 6th. This is surely 
one of the latest-known nesting dates for the species, 

Woodpeckers—The migration of 
Woodpeckers fell between Sept. 3 and 27 at Moores. 
ville, Ind. (R. S. Gregory) and Sept. 21 and Oct. 10 
at South Bass Island (Trautman). On the afternoon 
of Sept. 20 in Jackson Co., Ind., Russell Mumford 
saw 62 pass over during a 3-hour period, moving 
alone or in groups of 2 and 3. 

Perching Birds (general) —Weather maps show 
that between Aug. 15 and Oct. 20 there were some 
11 periods especially favorable for passerine migra- 
tion; at these times the Region was under the in- 
fluence of cold air masses, high barometric pressures, 
and consequent northerly (usually northwest) winds. 


On at least 8 of these occasions waves of migrants 


appeared. The first big flight, composed largely of 
Empidonax flycatchers, thrushes, and warblers, oc- 
curred between Aug. 28 and Sept. 8 when a succes- 
sion of 4 fronts produced appropriate conditions. 
Smaller movements followed on Sept. 11-12 and 19- 
20, with a heavy wave (some Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches, many Red-eyed Vireos and warblers) from 


Sept. 25 to 27. Temperatures mounted as a low pres- | 


sure center moved in from the southwest on the 28th 
and 29th; a cold front arriving on the 29th and 30th 
caused squalls along a north-south line in the states 


just west of the Mississippi, and the occlusion brought § 
rain to most of the Mid-west. A great wave of mi- | 


grants appeared at this time, and another, perhaps 
larger still, passed through between Oct. 4 and 6. 
(At Clinton, Mo., on the 6th, 1900 birds, 300 of 
them Catbirds, were found dead at the foot of a radio 
tower; 65 species were said to be represented—Mabel 
James). The last wave generally detected, heaviest 
between Oct. 17 and 19, followed a cold front on 
Oct. 15; at this time hurricane “Hazel” was moving 
northward in the east toward its eventual destination 
in Canada, but the facts at hand do not justify at- 
tempting to establish a connection between it and the 
migration in this part of the country. 

A glance at the map, with attention to the position 
of the Great Lakes and the shape of the land along 
their north shores, is enough to suggest that the 
southward migration into Ohio is affected by factors 
quite different from those controlling movement into 
the rest of the Region. Because South Bass Island lies 
on one of the principal over-water routes into Ohio, 
and because it is the object of daily study under the 
peculiafly advantageous circumstances that a small 
island affords for observation, it seems worthwhile to 
describe certain aspects of the season as reported by 
Trautman. Stopped by wet, cold, and windy weather 
on Sept. 21-22, migration was quite heavy between 


Sept. 23 and Oct. 3, a period of warmth and of little § 


wind except during the passage of brief squalls. 





Hummingbirds.—Everywhere the F 
last Common Nighthawks and Chimney Swifts re. 
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Throughout each day, as a squall passed, hundreds of 
birds would drop to the island for temporary respite: 
flights continued day and night. Composition of the 
flocks began to change from predominantly warblers 
and Olive-backed Thrushes at the beginning of the 
Hermit Thrushes and White-throated 
Sparrows at the end. Rain followed a break in the 
heat on Oct. 5; for 2 days Brown Creepers, thrushes, 
kinglets (25,000-50,000 Golden-crowns on Oct. 7), 
and sparrows poured through on northeast winds. A 
huge flight of sparrows and moderate numbers of 
both nuthatches passed through between Oct. 10 and 
14, the birds landing on the island during the day 
when the west and southwest winds became strong; 
visible movement stopped abruptly as the wind shifted 
to the north after a cold front on the 15th. The flight 
of Black-capped Chickadees, very much remarked by 
Ohioans to the south, occurred (apparently at night) 
between Oct. 21 and 28, when clear and windless 
weather favored these weak fliers. The last big waves 
began on Nov. 7 as temperatures rose and winds of 
10 to 15 m.p.h. blew from the south; among number- 
less flocks of icterids, juncos, and Am. Tree and Song 
Sparrows were occasional smaller groups of grosbeaks, 
siskins, and crossbills (all strong fliers). A cold front 
on the 15th evidently put a stop to this last phase of 
the migration. 

Flycatchers —Western Kingbirds appeared on Sept. 
6 in St. Charles County, Mo. (Bruce Dowling, fide 


interval to 


Comfort) and on the 19th at Akron, Ohio (Mrs. 
George Wiley, ef al.) 
Swallows.—Tree Swallows, at their peak about Oct. 


1 (e.g., 2200 at Fox Lake, Ill., Dennis Brezina), were 
reported during the rest of the month from Illinois 
eastward (with 2 near Cincinnati on Nov. 9, Mas- 
lowski, fide Sjodahl ). 

Chickadees.—The greatest incursion of  Black- 
capped Chickadees into Ohio within memory was first 
detected by Van Camp in Ottawa County on Oct. 17. 
By Nov. 1 the birds had reached the center of the 
State (trapped near Columbus by George W. Cox). 
To give some idea of the magnitude of the flight: 
During one hour on Oct. 23, Schaefer watched 206 
pass a headland near Cleveland; Cox found the species 
outnumbered the resident Carolina Chickadee; be- 
tween Nov. 10 and 15 Trautman saw as many as 50 
a day, more in one day than he had seen in the last 
15 years (and this despite the sizeable invasion of 
1951-52). Unlike the flight 3 years ago, this year's 
apparently brought none of the rare Brown-caps in 
our Region. 

Nuthatches.—Red-breasted Nuthatches attracted the 
attention of nearly every correspondent and, like the 
Black-capped Chickadee in Ohio, seem to have been 
present in record numbers. The earliest arrivals ap- 
peared in late August, the bulk of the flight shortly 
after mid-September. In Rock Island County, IIl., 
Baily found 18 on Nov. 4 in one small pine planting, 
and at Cleveland Schaefer saw 10 to 20 daily. Other 
counts were only slightly less impressive. 

Creepers.—An exceedingly early movement of a few 
Brown Creepers is indicated by observations near 
Cincinnati on Sept. 4 (Worth Randle, fide Sjodahl) 


and at Decatur, Ill., on Sept. 7 (Dean Fisher and 





Robert Kirby). 

Finches and Sparrows.—(1) Northern species: The 
first of the erratic winter finches to appear, only 
shortly after the juncos, were Lapland Longspurs 
(Oct. 10 at Kansas City, King) and Pine Siskins 
(Oct. 13 at Mooresville, Gregory). Within about a 
week, redpolls and Snow Buntings entered the north- 
ern part of the Region; both moved as far down as 
Indianapolis (where they are quite rare), the redpoll 
on Oct. 27 (West) and the bunting on Nov. 9 
(Kahl). A very large Evening Grosbeak flight began 
with 100 birds at Cleveland (Schaefer) on Oct. 30, 
and 2 at Fox Lake (Brezina) next day. In the first 
half of November, flocks of 25 or more became com- 
mon in northern Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; the 
deepest penetrations were to Jackson County, Ind. (2 
on Nov. 11, Mumford) and Columbus, Ohio (flocks 
of 3 and fewer, Nov. 10-11, Henry Bielstein, Cox). 
Only one Pine Grosbeak was noted, a female on Nov. 
27 at Lake Forest (Clow). Both species of crossbills 
were generally distributed, the rarer White-wing ap- 
pearing earlier, in more places, and in larger num- 
bers. Initial reports were of single birds at Lake 
Forest (Clow) and Bloomington, Ind. (Duane 
Carmony), on Nov. 2 and 3, respectively; within a 
week flocks of as many as 17, but usually fewer than 
5, turned up at 8 other spots east of the Mississippi. 
The only Iowa record was of 2 birds at Clinton on 
Nov. 26 (Petersen and Jim Lewis, fide Baily). Red 
Crossbills, at Chicago on Nov. 7 (Campbell ), were 
more frequently seen after the middle of the month 
and at 7 places from Iowa through Ohio; the average 
flock size was 10. The southern limits of the move 
were Champaign (Richard Landburg, fide Kirby) and 
Columbus (L. E. Hicks, fide Thomas). 

(2) Other fringillids: Spotted Towhees were ob- 
served in Iowa at Webster City (1, Oct. 23, Dennis 
L. Carter, Petersen) and Des Moines (“‘several,”’ 
Brown). A series of reports of the Leconte’s Sparrow 
indicates that its numbers were unusual: Comfort and 
others flushed 25 to 30 in the Busch Preserve at St. 
Louis on Ott. 17, and a week later Dowling banded 
13, a figure said to exceed the national banding total 
of 1953; Carter and Petersen found 6 at Webster 
City on Oct. 23, and Trautman had his first record 
for South Bass Island on Nov. 10; the State Univer- 
sity of Iowa collected a dozen at Iowa City from Oct. 
16 to 23 (Kent). At least 12 reports of Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows across the Region in late September and 
October would deserve fuller comment in a less 
eventful season——VAL NOLAN, Jr., R.R. 10, N. Fee 
Lane, Bloomington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—The Missis- 
sippi River was near 0 gauge. Many sloughs in the 
Memphis area had long since been leveled by bull- 
dozers. Mud Lake on the Tennessee-Mississippi line 
had grown up in tall weeds. Pensacola was in the 
process of setting a new all-time low in rainfall for 
the January-November period. The drought-stricken 
Louisiana marshes, briefly doused with sea water by 
strong Gulf tides in late summer, were rapidly drying 
out in the mild autumn air. Late mosquitoes produced 
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by the 
water intrusion 
were swarm- 
ing over the 
countryside in 
hordes such as 
few could re- 
member. Life 
out of doors at 
the coast had 
become so in- 
tolerable that seasoned trappers were staying at home, 
crazed range cattle were stampeding down the high- 
ways, and effective field work had become impossible. 
Such was the setting for the southward return of mi- 
grants to the Central Southern Region in the autumn 
of 1954. What ensued could hardly be called a poor 
migration, but it was a migration marked by several 
curious contradictions and deficiencies. 

Seasonal Extent of the Migration —The southward 
movement, which, as presaged in the summer report, 
began extremely early, also ended extremely late. 
Katherine A. Goodpasture’s notes for Nashville in- 
cluded a Golden-winged Warbler on July 26 and a 
Bay-breasted Warbler on Nov. 12, and her records of 
a single species, the Black-throated Green Warbler, 
extended from July 31 to Nov. 10—a span of 3 1/3 
months! F. M. Weston listed 24 species that arrived 
earlier than the long-time Pensacola average versus 12 
that were later than normal and 21 later-than-average 
departures versus 3 earlier than normal. The flood of 
“earliest-evers’’ pouring in from the various localities 
was even greater than last autumn, when some 40 
were reported. Space permits mention only of those 
presumed to be all-time extremes for the state con- 
cerned or for the part of the state included in our 
Region. Together with the margin of advance over 
the previous extreme, they are: one Black Duck at 
Pensacola on Sept. 5 (FMW), 50 days early; one ¢ 
Redhead on Oct. 31 in the same pond at Pensacola 
where a late straggler was seen last May (FMW); 2 
4 Canvas-backs and 492 Buffle-heads at Pensacola on 
Nov. 7 (FMW), respectively 2 and 4 days early; one 
2 Am. Golden-eye in a hunter's bag in Orleans 
Parish, La., on Nov. 13 (G. Smith), 5 days early; 2 
Pigeon Hawks at the west end of Little Chenier, La., 
on Sept 12 (J. P. Gee), 2 days early; a Wilson's 
Snipe at Wallace Lake near Shreveport on Aug. 14 
and an Upland Sandpiper on July 25 (H. H. Jeter), 
respectively 5 and 7 days early; a Solitary Sandpiper 
at Shreveport and another 8 miles north of Shreve- 
port on July 17 (HHJ), 4 days early; a Baird’s Sand- 
piper and a Wilson’s Phalarope at Shreveport on Aug. 
7 (HHJ), respectively 36 and 25 days early; a Whip- 
poor-will at Willow Island near Cameron, La., on 
Sept. 12 (JPG). nearly a month early; a Traill’s and 
an Olive-sided Flycatcher (both in song) in the Shreve- 
port area on Aug. 14 and Aug. 1 respectively (HHJ), 
3 and 15 days early; a Magnolia Warbler at Sabine 
Refuge, La., on Aug. 30 (R. R. Rudolph), 9 days 
early; a Myrtle Warbler at Century, Fla., on Sept. 
20 (Mrs. A. L. Whigham), 2 days early; 2 Black- 
capped Warblers at Cross Lake Dam near Shreveport 
on Sept. 4 (HHJ), 3 days early; a Western Meadow- 
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lark near Shreveport on Oct. 16 (HHJ), 5 days 
early; 5 Brewer's Blackbirds near Shreveport on Noy 
7 (J. R. Stewart, Jr.), 5 days early; a Blue Grosbeak 
at Pensacola on Sept. 1 (FMW), 3 days early; , 
Dickcissel at Century, Fla., on Sept. 10 and a Purple 
Finch on Nov. 9 (Mrs. Whigham), respectively 19 
and 2 days early; 12 Am. Goldfinches at Pensacola, op 
Nov. 7 (FMW), one day early; a Spotted Towhee g 
miles north of Shreveport on Oct. 23 (HHJ). 5 days 
early; 2 Savannah Sparrows at Shreveport on Sept. 18 
(JRS), 2 days early; a Lincoln's Sparrow at Ford 
Park near Shreveport on Sept. 25 (HHJ), 9 days 
early. Contrariwise, there were no less than 23 “latest 
evers,” at least on a local basis. Most exceptional 
were: a Swallow-tailed Kite on the Morganza Flood. 
way, La., on Oct. 24 (F. Graham), 51 days late fo, 
Louisiana; an Upland Sandpiper near Selma, Ala, 
on Oct. 24 (O. L. Austin, Jr.); a Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo at Birmingham, Oct. 19—Nov. 2 (Idalene 
Snead, Emmie Brownlie) and another at Pensacola 
on Nov. 8 (FMW), the latter 2 days late; an Easter 
Kingbird near Selma on Oct. 23 (OLA) and another 
at Little Chenier, La., on Nov. 26 (R. L. Diener), 
the latter 3 days late for Louisiana; an Eastern Wood 
Pewee at Pensacola on Nov. 7 (FMW), 3 days late: 
a Philadelphia Vireo at the same place on Oct. 17 
(FMW), one day late; a Tennessee Warbler near 
Memphis on Nov. 20 (G. Peyton); a Blackburnian 
Warbler at Pensacola on Oct. 31 (FMW), 5 days 
late; 2 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks at Century, Fla., on 
Nov. 10 (Mrs. Whigham), 11 days late. The Upland 
Sandpiper, it will be noted, registered a record-break. 
ing arrival and a record-breaking departure both in the 
same season. 

Ceilometer Incidents —One might expect that so 
protracted a migration would be lacking in big flights 
of birds. And, indeed, the nocturnal telescopic counts 
so far received have failed to prove otherwise, either 
for the Region or the nation. Data of other sorts, 
however, indicate major movements of night migrants 
during the overcast weather of early October. Between 
11:30 p.m. and 1:30 a.m. on the night of Oct. 5-6, 
T. A. Imhof and F. B. Daniel counted 770 flight calls 
over Birmingham, identifying the notes of 3 Upland 
Sandpipers, 245 thrushes, 155 warblers, 95 Indigo 
Buntings, and 2 sparrows. On the following night, at 
the Nashville airport, about 150 miles to the north, 
Mrs. Amelia R. Laskey and others discovered some 
2000 to 3000 birds flying about the ceilometer beam 
The light was turned off at 10:30 p.m., after 255 
migrants had met death. On the third night, Oct. 7-8, 
the beam at Nashville was turned off shortly after 
birds entered it, and no casualties resulted. But on 
this same date the worst ceilometer disaster on record 
was taking place at Birmingham. There Imhof picked 
up the following 1283 dead birds: Tennessee Warbler, 
198; Olive-backed Thrush, 135; Oven-bird, 135: 
Chestnut-sided Warbler, 119; Magnolia Warbler, 118; 
Indigo Bunting, 103; Red-eyed Vireo, 102; Scarlet 
Tanager, 52; Gray-cheeked Thrush, 41; Philadelphia 
Vireo, 39; Bay-breasted Warbler, 39; Common Yel. 
lowthroat, 32; Wood Thrush, 28; Black and White 
Warbler, 27; Canada Warbler, 19; Blackburnian 
Warbler, 14; Black-throated Green Warbler, 14; Am. 
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Redstart, 13; Yellow-throated Vireo, 11; Catbird, 7; 
Nashville Warbler, 6; Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 6; 
Kentucky Warbler, 4; Hooded Warbler, 4; Veery, 2; 
Worm-eating Warbler, 2; Northern Water-thrush, 2; 
Yellow-breasted Chat, 2; Bobolink, 2; Summer Tana- 
ger, 2; Dickcissel, 2; Blue-winged Warbler, 1; Balti- 
more Oriole, 1; Sora, 1; Black-capped Warbler, 1; 
Empidonax (sp.), 1. Particularly unexpected were 
the Dickcissels and the large number of Philadelphia 
Vireos. Also surprising were the 102 Red-eyed Vireos, 
since at Pensacola this normally most abundant of 
transients was seldom even common this fall. 

Gulf Migration —Tremendous diurnal movements 
of small land birds were noted along the cheniers and 
salt-cedar rows of the front beach at Cameron on the 
mornings of Aug. 29 and 30 (JPG). Large flocks of 
Eastern Kingbirds, together with innumerable empi- 
donaces, Yellow Warblers, and Palm Warblers and 
many Yellow-breasted Chats and Blue-gray Gnat- 
catchers, passed westward down the coast between 
dawn and 7 a.m. Late on the afternoon of the 29th, 
shortly before a storm came up from the north and 
prior to the shift of the wind into the north, 2 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were observed at points 
Y, mile apart leaving the land and heading straight 
out over the Gulf in a south-southwest direction. 
These observations suggest the practicality of conduct- 
ing systematic studies of the “leading line” effect 
along the northern Gulf coast similar to the work 
done in Europe. On Sept. 22, the M/V OREGON 
again encountered a large flight of migrants on the 
ypen Gulf. Its position at the time was lat. 25° 55’ N, 
long. 86° 10’ W—halfway across the Gulf and ap- 
proximately 300 miles west of the Florida coast. De- 
tails not now available will probably be given in an- 
other published report by H. R. Bullis, but the list 
of preserved specimens alone (91 land birds of 12 
species, with Tennessee, Blackburnian, Magnolia, and 


Chestnut-sided Warblers predominating) attests to 
the magnitude of this trans-Gulf migration. 
Northern Birds.—Although no sustained cold 


weather has yet developed, the Central Southern Re- 
gion is already feeling fringe effects of this year's 
great southward movement of boreal birds. Another 
“first since Audubon,” this time for Arkansas, is a 
Snowy Owl, shot in mid-November one mile east of 
Guy, Ark., by a Mr. James H. Maudlin. Douglas 
James traced down the record and verified the identity 
of the bird but could not fix the exact date. Red- 
breasted Nuthatches are numerous and well dis- 
tributed over the Region, having penetrated even to 
the Gulf Coast. They arrived earlier than ever before 
at widely-separated localities: Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 
18 (J. Ogden); Birmingham, Ala., Sept. 26 (F. 
Carey), 11 days early; Pensacola, Fla., Oct. 17 
(FMW), 16 days early; Cameron, La., Oct. 17 
(RRR), 3 days early for the State. Golden-crowned 
Kinglets are rivaling the abundant Ruby-crown in 
numbers. Ten Evening Grosbeaks 20 miles south- 
west of Nashville along the South Harpeth River on 
Nov. 14 (KAG) are the first ever reported in the 
Central Southern Region, although the species has 
been previously recorded farther east in Tennessee. 
On Oct. 31 the second record of the Am. Tree Spar- 


row in Louisiana in 50 years was obtained 114 miles 
south of Flournoy (HHJ, JRS). A single Snow Bun- 
ting seen near Bush’s Lake, Tenn., on Nov. 19 and 
20 (KAG) would be unique for the Region, were it 
not for an old and undated mount of a bird said to 
have been taken in southern Louisiana. 

Shearwaters through Ducks—One hundred and 
twenty years ago Audubon told of seeing in the Gulf 
of Mexico numbers of the shearwaters that now bear 
his name. No one else apparently again observed the 
Audubon’s Shearwater alive anywhere in the Gulf 
until Aug. 26 of this year. On that date Stewart 
Springer and H. R. Bullis collected 2 specimens from 
a flock of approximately 200 of these birds at lat. 28° 
54’ N, long. 88° W. This point is 92 miles due south 
of Mobile, Ala., and 64 miles east of the mouth of 
Southeast Pass, La., the nearest land. On the follow- , 
ing day the same observers recorded the species farther 
to the west, at a location 30 miles from Southeast 
Pass. An exceptionally fine flight of White Pelicans 
through Tennessee brought the Nashville area its first 
record of the species (one bird, Nov. 3, on the Cum- 
berland River—ARL). Geese likewise made a splen- 
did showing. The Wheeler Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in 
northern Alabama is now harboring more than 14,000 
Canadas, the highest number in its 16-year history, 
and T. Z. Atkeson reports that the Blue Goose migra- 
tion was 40% heavier than usual there. The great 
goose flights attracted much attention in the Birming- 
ham and Pensacola areas also. By the third week in 
November, the Sabine Refuge in Louisiana had an 
estimated population of 120,000 Blues, 50,000 Snows, 
and 1200 White-fronted Geese—the largest number 
of White-fronts ever present in that area (RRR). 
Adding to the paradoxes of the season, R. Yancey as- 
sures us that the great hordes of Blue Geese contain 
almost no young of the year. Commercial fishermen 
operating off northwest Florida say that the main duck 
flight was the heaviest in years. Whether they were 
fishing 20 or 50 miles from shore, they saw west- 
bound flocks passing in continuous procession, as far 
to seaward as the eye could reach. A Mallard-Pintail 
hybrid taken near the Sabine Refuge on Nov. 24 
(Sutherlin) is the latest addition to the remarkable 
list of hybrids that have been cropping up in Louisi- 
ana in recent years. Greater Scaup Ducks killed at 
Backwaters, Ala., one mile north of Decatur, on Nov. 
17 (checked by F. X. Lueth and L. Martin) and Nov. 
22 (D. C. Hulse) and a 2 White-winged Scoter seen 
at Decatur Boat Harbor on Nov. 2 (DCH) are all 
unusual for that inland area. 

Hawks.—So completely did hawk flights of any 
magnitude fail to materialize this fall that no locality 
in the Region secured the minimum count of 50 birds 
required for inclusion in the summaries of the na- 
tional cooperative hawk survey. But there were a few 
items of interest: unusual variety in the Red-tailed 
Hawk population at Rosedale, Miss., involving several 
examples of the race érideri and an individual in the 
dark phase (M. G. Vaiden); a dark-phase Rough- 
legged Hawk, 3 miles east-southeast of Lonoke, Ark., 
on' Nov. 28 (Ben B. Coffey, R. D. Smith, GP); a 
Marsh Hawk at Sabine Refuge on Aug. 18 (RRR), 
an early arrival date for Louisiana, exceeded only by 
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S. M. Russell’s record cited in the summer report. 

Shorebirds —The unfavorable conditions described 
in the opening paragraph of this account seemed par- 
ticularly unfavorable for an interesting shorebird mi- 
gration. Yet for some reason—perhaps because shrink- 
ing water levels continually expose fresh mud flats— 
noteworthy records of plovers and sandpipers inland 
were actually far more numerous than usual. In ad- 
dition to the record-breaking arrivals and departures 
already cited, the following occurrences may be con- 
sidered unusual: Piping Plover—one on President's 
Island at Memphis, Sept. 4 (GP, BBC), 4th Tennes- 
see record; Am. Golden Plover (traditionally a mi- 
grant on another flyway in autumn)—one at Bush's 
Lake near Nashville on Nov. 2 (first fall record for 
middle Tennessee—C. Weise), 6 more at the same 
place on Nov. 11 (Tenn. Orn. Soc.), one with an in- 
jured leg still there on the late date of Nov. 20 
(KAG), and two more on the same day at the 
Memphis Penal Farm (BBC, GP); Red Knot—one 
in juvenal plumage on President's Island, Sept. 11 
(BC, GP, H. Landis), first of the species ever found 
in Tennessee or the Mid-South; Dowitcher—12 at 
Lonoke, Ark., fish hatchery on Nov. 28 (BBC); Stilt 
Sandpiper—17 at the Memphis Penal Farm on Sept. 
19 (Coffeys), the first for the Memphis area away 
from Lakeview on the Tennessee-Mississippi line; 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper—one at President's Island on 
Aug. 21 (GP, HL), 2 at the same place on Aug. 28 
(BBC and others), and one at Pensacola on Aug. 26 
(FMW); Am. Avocet—9 at Lake Bolivar, Miss., on 
Nov. 7 (MGV and others), 3rd record and best count 
ever for the Rosedale area. 

Doves and Anis —A White-winged Dove shot on 
Sept. 25 at Three Rivers near Torras, La., 90 miles 
inland (P. B. Coco), is the first of the species re- 
corded in the State in September and one of the very 
few ever found outside the coastal parishes. Two 
Ground Doves were seen 2 miles southeast of Rose- 
dale, Miss., on Nov. (Vaidens) and others ap- 
peared in northern Alabama—at Blackwell Swamps, 
Wheeler Refuge, on Oct. 9 (E. Buford) and near 
Priceville (dead bird) on Oct. 22 (DCH). Three 
Groove-billed Anis were discovered at Broussard’s 
Beach near Cameron on Nov. 28 (A. Hanniball) and 
one of them was collected on the following day (G. 
H. Lowery, Jr.). 

Flycatchers through Pipits—Olive-sided Flycatchers 
seemed more in evidence than usual in late August 
and early September in Cameron Parish, no less than 
4 having been seen on Sept. 12 (JPG). Fourteen 
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers in one group were observed 
at Hackberry, La., on Oct. 13 (J. Walther)—an un- 
usually high count for Louisiana. Vermilion Fly- 
catchers made a good showing in the western part 
of the Region, with records at 3 localities in Cameron 
Parish, La., in October and November (GHL, RRR) 
and at Calion, Ark., on Oct. 31 (A. J. Hoiberg) ; 
but they have not yet been reported farther east, even 
from their old haunts at City Park, New Orleans. The 
rare, but presumably resident, Horned Lark was ob- 
served near Cameron, La., on the late date of Aug. 28 
(HHJ, JRS). The only previous State records in sum- 
mer were on Aug. 11 and 12, 1925. The largest set 


34 








ever of Sprague’s Pipit records involved 25 individuals § 
in scattered localities—3 places in Arkansas on Nov, § 
21 and 28 (BBC and others) ; Memphis Penal Farm, § 
Oct. 23 and Nov. 27 (BBC); Sanders Field near 
Walls, Miss., Oct. 23 (Coffeys); Perthshire, Miss, 
Oct. 31 (Vaidens); and Pensacola, Nov. 7 (FMW), 
The last is the second known occurrence of the species | 
at Pensacola in 38 years. 

Warblers through Longspurs.—A Swainson's War. } 
bler at Birmingham on Sept. 4 (TAI) is the first ever 
found in Jefferson Co., Ala. The Black-throated Blue 
Warbler, always a rarity in the Region, was observed § 
at Conrad’s Point near Baton Rouge on Sept. 19 (25 
Q9'’s—RLD) and at Pensacola on Oct. 4 (one ¢— 
Miss L. E. Pate). A Canada Warbler at Pensacola on 
Sept. 12 was Weston’s 3rd in 38 years. Four Bobo. 
links were seen at Wheeler Refuge on Aug. 31 (E. 
Cypert)—the first fall record there. An unprecedented 
migratory flight of Baltimore Orioles at Pensacola on 
Sept. 19 (FMW) included 16 birds going past, one 
and 2 at a time, for several minutes; and the species 
lingered there very late, an individual having been 
seen on Nov. 1 (Miss Pate). A 2 Bullock’s Oriole 
was found at Conrad’s Point, La., on Sept. 19 (RLD) Ff 
—the third record for the Baton Rouge region. Two 
Sharp-tailed Sparrows were located on President's 
Island at Memphis on Oct. 9 and one was seen 
on Oct. 11 (BC, GP, HL). There is but one previous 
record for Tennessee—a single bird found at the same 
place on Oct. 25 of last year. An imm. Harris’s Spar- 
row appeared at E] Dorado, Ark., on Nov. 7 (AJH), 
making this the second consecutive fall that th: 
species has occurred there. Smith's Longspur turned 
up for the second season at Memphis Penal Farm (3 
birds on Nov. 20—BBC) and was well represented 
in Arkansas (22 at Jonesboro, Nov. 21; 8 at Stutt- 
gart, Nov. 28—BBC and others).—RoBERT J. NEw- 
MAN, Museum of Zoology, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, La. 





NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—Un-. 
usually mild temperatures prevailed throughout the 
Region. The northern and western portions had low § 
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precipitation late in the season while the eastern and | 
southern portions had frequent rain and snow. A cold | 
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wave the first of November resulted in most water 
areas freezing over. Subsequent high temperatures 
caused lakes and sloughs to open up again and kept 
them open until the end of November. The mild 
weather resulted in a prolonged waterfowl migration 
in most areas. The migration of other groups of birds 
generally followed a normal pattern. 

Grebes, Pelicans, Cormorants.—Western Grebes had 
departed from most North Dakota areas by mid- 
October, but were still present in the vicinity of Ed- 
monton, Alta., on Nov. 7 (J. D. Williams). Most of 
the White Pelicans and Double-crested Cormorants 
had departed from the Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., 
by Oct. 20 (Leon C. Snyder), and from the Lacreek 
Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., by mid-October (Kenneth 
Krumm). 

Herons, Ibises—The Am. Egret was recorded in 
several The first-known observation of this 
species in Alberta was made on Aug. 17, on Big Lake, 
10 miles north of Edmonton (JDW). In North Da- 
kota an individual was seen, July 16, at Lake Williams 
in Kidder County (Charles Knedel), and another 
along the James River in Jamestown, N. Dak., Oct. 
9 (Nelius B. Nelson). Several Am. Egrets were ob- 
served on 3 occasions from mid-August to late Sep- 
tember near Madison, Minn. (Mrs. C. E. Peterson). 
Many were noted in the Sioux Falls, S$. Dak., area the 
first of September (J. S. Findley). An immature 
White Ibis, probably the first State record, was dis- 
covered on Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak., 
on Aug. 5 (Donald V. Gray, John R. Frye, Howard 
S. Huenecke, Ann Gammell). 

Swans, Ducks.—The largest fall concentrations of 
Whistling Swans ever noted were reported from the 
Souris Loop Refuges (Lower Souris, Upper Souris, 
Des Lacs and Lostwood) in North Dakota. Lower 
Souris, Upham, N. Dak., noted the first migrants on 
Sept. 29 and the final movement on Nov. 29. The 
peak occurred on Oct. 15 when 3600 birds were 
present. Upper Souris Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak., re- 
ported 1500 birds during the first half of November 
(Frank R. Martin). Sixty Trumpeter Swans were ob- 
served 5 miles west of Grande Prairie, Alta., on Oct. 
31 (Frederick M. Helleiner). The duck migration 
was not spectacular. In the prairie provinces it began 
in October and the final movement occurred from 
Nov. 22 to 27. A reverse migration was noted in 
Manitoba on Nov. 22 when many birds moved into 
the Delta Marshes at the south end of Lake Manitoba 
(a northward movement had been noted at Lower 
Souris in North Dakota at this time). After a couple 
of days the birds headed south again. On Nov. 13 a 
large movement of ducks was noted in Alberta, Sas- 
katchewan, Manitoba and North Dakota. Medicine 
Lake and Bowdoin Refuges in Montana reported con- 
centrations in early September (Elmo G. Adams, 
LCS). Lacreek Refuge in southwestern South Dakota 
noted an early season movement and concentration 
which was followed by a thinning out and leisurely 
drifting through the area until Nov. 15 when the final 
wave moved in. Unusual waterfowl observations in- 
cluded a female Wood Duck near Wing, N. Dak., on 
Oct. 15 (Bernard Fashingbauer) ; a Greater Scaup on 
Lacreek Refuge, Martin. S. Dak. (Clair T. Rollings, 


areas. 


KK) ; and a female Harlequin Duck on Lower Souris 
Refuge, Upham, N. Dak. (Merrill C. Hammond, 
Donald V. Gray). 

Hawks, Cranes.—Sparrow Hawks, Swainson’s, Red- 
tailed and Rough-legged Hawks were noted moving 
through the Lower Souris area on Sept. 16-17. Rough- 
legged Hawks were seen in South Dakota by Oct. 15. 
Sandhill Cranes arrived at Lower Souris Refuge on 
Aug. 16 and were seen in western and central North 
Dakota off and on during September. The largest 
movements in North Dakota, South Dakota and east- 
ern Montana took place the first 2 weeks in October. 
Bowdoin Refuge failed to note the large flocks of 
previous falls. Three Whooping Cranes were observed 
10 miles west of Sherwood, N. Dak., on Oct. 21 
(Donald Hanson). 

Shorebirds —Am. Golden and Biack-bellied Plover 
were seen together at the Grande Prairie, Alta., airport 
the latter part of September (FMH). Wilson's Snipe 
were reported in increased numbers in North Dakota. 
A large flight was noted in the Devils Lake area on 
Oct. 9-10 (Robert N. Randall). Long-billed Curlews 
had departed from Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., 
by Aug. 15. Lesser Yellow-legs had returned to Long 
Lake Refuge, Mofft,. N. Dak. (Homer L. Bradley), 
and Des Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak., the last 
week in June. 

Doves, Ouls.—Mourning Doves were seen as far 
north as Athabaska, Alta. (JDW). Large numbers 
were seen south of Mandan, N. Dak., in mid-Septem- 
ber. In the Lacreek Refuge area in South Dakota con- 
centrations were noted from late July to early Sep- 
tember. A Screech Owl was seen and collected in the 
Swan Hills (Lat. 55° N) in Alberta on Nov. 1. This 
is the only-known record for the species in Alberta 
(J. D. Williams). Many Snowy Owls were recorded 
over the entire Region. The first arrivals were noted 
between Peace River and Grande Prairie, Alta., on 
Sept. 28 and in the Edmonton region on Oct. 1. Al- 
though there were a few earlier arrivals, most of the 
North Dakota and western Minnesota observations 
were made in mid-November. South Dakota and 
eastern Montana recorded them on Nov. 20-23. 

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds —Common 
Nighthawks were last seen in central and western 
North Dakota, Aug. 20-22. They were reported mov- 
ing over the Rapid City, S. Dak., area, Aug. 13-16 
(Harry Behrens, N. R. Whitney, Jr.). Chimney Swifts 
departed from Grand Forks, N. Dak., on Aug. 18 
(Lawrence Summers) and from Bismarck, N. Dak., 
on Aug. 22 (RNR). A Rufous Hummingbird was ob- 
served in Grande Prairie, Alta., on Aug. 28 (FMH). 

Woodpeckers, Swallows.—Yellow-shafted Flickers 
were moving through southeastern North Dakota by 
the hundreds on Sept. 20-22 (Ed Hibbard). Violet- 
green Swallows were last seen in the Rapid City, 
S. Dak., area on Aug. 9 (NRW). A good flight of 
Barn Swallows was noted in Bismarck, N. Dak., the 
third week in September (RNR). Most of the Purple 
Martins had moved out of North Dakota by the end 
of August. 

Magpies, Ravens.—An increase in Am. Magpies 
was reported from eastern South Dakota (JSF). 
Several Common Ravens were noted during October 
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and November near Sheho, Sask. (William Niven). 
They appeared in small flocks in the Edmonton, Alta., 
district on Nov. 7 (JDW), and the Grande Prairie, 
Alta., area on Nov. 21 when 15 were counted 
(FMH). 

Nuthatches through Kinglets——Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches were observed in Fargo, N. Dak., from Aug. 
30 to Oct. 22 (O. A. Stevens); and in Kenmare, 
N. Dak., from Sept. 4 to Oct. 22 (Gammell). As 
many as 4 birds were seen at one time in Kenmare. 
Scott Findley reported early arrivals and many birds 
in Sioux Falls, §. Dak. A good movement of Moun- 
tain Bluebirds was noted in Theodore Roosevelt Na- 
tional Memorial Park and the Medora, N. Dak., area 
from Sept. 22 through the first week in October 
(EH, Ebba Brooks). A good flight of Golden-crowned 
Kinglets was noted in Grand Forks, Bismarck and 
Kenmare, N. Dak. In Grand Forks they arrived on 
Oct. 5 and became numerous by Oct. 16 (LS); in 
Bismarck they were first seen on Oct. 16 and became 
abundant by Oct. 25 (RNR); in Kenmare they were 
recorded during late October. 

Meadowlarks through Sparrows.—Eastern Meadow- 
larks had departed by the last week in October from 
the Lacreek Refuge area, but Westerns were still 
present at the end of the period. White-winged Cross- 
bills were reported from one southern and one north- 
ern point in the Region; Sioux Falls, $. Dak., and 
Grande Prairie, Alta. Red Crossbills were also observed 
in Grande Prairie. There was an apparent increase in 
Am. Tree Sparrows in North Dakota. Several North 
Dakota areas reported a decrease in Harris's Sparrows 
while Canton, S. Dak., reported them as plentiful 
(W. B. Mallory). A few were still present at the 
close of the period at Kenmare, N. Dak., and in 
Canton, S. Dak. A good migration of White-crowned 
Sparrows was reported from Lacreek Refuge, Martin, 
S. Dak. (KK); they were first seen on Sept. 28 and 
were most common on Oct. 7. White-throated Spar- 
rows were seen in good numbers in North Dakota 
from Sept. 20 through Oct. 5. Late observations in- 
cluded one at Kenmare, N. Dak., on Dec. 1 and 
several at Canton, S. Dak., on Nov. 11. Lapland 
Longspurs were recorded over a widespread area dur- 
ing October. Snow Buntings arrived in the Edmonton, 
Alta., district on Oct. 1 and in North Dakota by mid- 
October—ANN M. GAMMELL. Kenmare, N. Datk.. 
and HowarpD S. HUENECKE, Des Lacs National Wild- 
life Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. 





SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS.—The great drought 
continued over much of the Region. Dead trees, dust 
storms, millions of acres of sparse pastures and 
thousands of empty farm ponds and larger reservoirs 
offered mute evidence that rainfall has been deficient 
for thirty months or more. On the brighter side there 
were a number of green oases in this vast parched land 
and on much of the periphery of the Region heavy 
late summer and fall rains partially restored water 
levels and added significant amounts of water to the 
subsoil. 

The best description of the migration is that birds 
were. where you found them and when you found 
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them. Individuals of 
many species obviously 
wandered widely—some 
east, some west, some 
early and many late to 
s ANS. produce a crazy pattern 
of migration that seems 
to defy analysis. The 
most consistent trends 
were the scarcity of wa. 
terfowl, the surprisingly 
high level of Mourning 
Dove. Bob-white and 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
populations, a_ better 
than average warbler 
flight and a heavy concentration of migrating spar- 
rows in a few localities offset by the lowest popula. 
tions within the memory of observers in other lo. 
calities. 

Loons through Ibises —The Red-throated Loon was 
seen near Topeka, Kans., on Oct. 24 (Mr. and Mrs. 
B. Chewning) and again on Oct. 27 (L. B. Carson). 
Records of this species in the Region are quite limited, 
The Red-necked Grebe was seen at Lake McClellan 
in the Texas Panhandle on Sept. 26 (H. Saunders, 
J. D. Thompson, Jr.) and near Amarillo, Oct. 31- 
Nov. 7 (Texas Panhandle Aud. Soc.). These were 
new locality records. A Least Grebe shot near Clay- 
ton, N. Mex., on Sept. 12 was a new locality record 
(A. J. Krehbiel, e¢ al.). A Western Grebe was found 
at Tulsa from Oct. 21 (Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Spore) 
to Nov. 14 (Tulsa Aud. Soc.) ; 2 were noted at Dallas 
on Nov. 21 (Mrs. E. Winford). This grebe is casual 
in the eastern Plains. A Brown Pelican spent part of 
October and November at the Salt Plains Refuge near 
Cherokee, Okla. (J. B. Van den Akker). The 
Double-crested Cormorant was seen for the first 
time at Clayton on Sept. 22 (AJK). Several imma. 
ture Yellow-crowned Night Herons seen at Clay. 
ton, Aug. 10-Sept. 24, also represented a new locality 
record (AJK). Heavy summer rains in this locality 
may account for the long list of new birds associated 
with water. The Glossy Ibis was seen at Lawrence, 
Kans., on Aug. 28 and at Canadian, Tex., on Sept. 
26 (HS, JDT) suggesting that this eastern species 
may have wandered west of its normal range in some 
numbers. The White Ibis was noted at Fort Worth 
on Sept. 5 and 11, the first records since 1942 (W. 
Pulich). 

Waterfowl—The flight of ducks and geese was 
most disappointing. In the Texas Panhandle large 
flights were observed near Amarillo (Mrs. D. Acord) 
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and the migration was early but fairly heavy at Fort § 
Worth (W. A. Wilson). At Colorado Springs very 


few waterfowl were reported (Mrs. H. T. Wagner) 


and at the Salt Plains Refuge waterfowl populations § 
were down about 50 per cent. In general birds ap- § 


parently moved rapidly down across the Plains and 
few remained by mid-November. The only unusual 
distribution records were a White-winged Scoter at 
the Bitter Lakes Refuge in New Mexico, Oct. 9-14 
(V. Montgomery), and 4 individuals of the same 
species seen on two lakes near Clayton on Nov. 2 
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(AJB). 

Hawks, Quail and Pheasants —The hawk flight was 
very light, suggesting that the population is still 
lower than normal. But here again Fort Worth re- 
ported a heavy concentration of buteos (WAW), 
which raises speculation over the possibility that 
hawks also drifted rapidly down the Plains and did 
not pile up in conspicuous numbers throughout most 
of the Region. The rodent population is at a peak in 
the Fort Worth area and probably accounts for the 
fact that Red-tails, Harlan’s and Red-shouldered 
Hawks were seen regularly in numbers up to 30 per 
day (Mrs. R. Bowman, WP, WAW). A Broad- 
winged Hawk seen at Amarillo on Sept. 21 was west 
of its normal range (DA). The Am. Rough-leg ar- 
rived early and seemed to be more common than 
usual. One was seen at Ponca City, Okla., on Aug. 
25 (J. F. Pieratt). Large flocks of circling Swainson’s 
Hawks were reported at Alva, Okla., on Oct. 10 
(P. Nighswonger) and at the Wichita Mts. Refuge 
where about 2000 birds passed over on Oct. 5 (A. F. 
Halioran). The Osprey was reported in a number of 
localities where this species is seldom seen. First dis- 
tribution records included one at Halstead, Kans., on 
Oct. 2 (R. Rose, A. Rose, E. Ruth); one at Newton, 
Kans., Oct. 10-Nov. 14 (L. Thomas); one near 
Clayton, Oct. 2-3 (AJK). Bob-white were more plen- 
tiful than last year in most of Oklahoma (Okla. Game 
and Fish Dept.), and at Amarillo (DA) but con- 
tinued to be scarce at Fort Worth (WAW). Scaled 
Quail showed a marked increase at Amarillo (DA). 
Ring-necked Pheasant populations were not spectacu- 
lar but appeared to have held up very well considering 
the weather. A local population appears to have be- 
come established in the Trinity River bottom near 
Fort Worth and another colony near Lake Worth 
had good nesting success (RB, WAW). 

Rails, Shorebirds, Skimmers —The migration of 
marsh and shore birds was very light in many lo- 
calities where suitable habitats were lacking. A new 
TV tower near Topeka caused heavy bird mortality 
this fall but did produce some interesting records. 
Four Virginia Rails were picked up, Oct. 1-6 (Topeka 
Aud. Soc.). The Ringed Plover seen at Fort Worth 
on Sept. 11 new county record (WP). A 
Mountain Plover collected at Fort Worth on Sept. 
4 was also a new distribution record (WP). Black- 
bellied Plovers were reported in several new lo- 
calities—at Clayton on Sept. 22 (AJK); near 
Wagoner, Okla., on Nov. 7 (J. L. Norman) and at 
Tulsa on Oct. 26 (Mrs. R. L. Ginter, Mrs. B. Rey- 
nolds). A Ruddy Turnstone seen at Muskogee, 
Okla., on Sept. 14 and 18 was also a new locality 
record (F. Bebb, Mr. and Mrs. JLN). Wilson’s Snipe 
arrived early (Sept. 11) at Fort Worth (WP) and 
were seen in much greater numbers than usual (RB, 
WP, WAW). The impressive list of records from 
Fort Worth also suggests that this group moved 
rapidly down the Plains to concentrate around the 
margins of reservoirs in that locality. The Red- 
backed Sandpiper was observed for the first time 
at Tulsa where one was noted on Sept. 5-6 (Mr. and 
Mrs. O. Letson). An Am. Avocet was seen near 
Wagoner on Oct. 7 and Nov. 7 (JLN); another new 
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locality record was 3 birds at Commerce, Tex., Aug. 
22-25 (Mrs. N. S. O'Neil). Northern Phalaropes 
appeared to be unusually plentiful. This species was 
observed at Topeka on Oct. 3 (D. Holmes); at 
Muskogee on Sept. 18 (FB, JLN); at the Salt Plains 
Refuge on Sept. 19 (JLN, JFP); and at Clayton, 
June 27-Oct. 3 (AJK). The Oklahoma and New 
Mexico records represented new localities. A Black 
Skimmer was seen in two localities in Texas, at Lake 
Waco on Aug. 14 (W. Christian) and at Dallas on 
Aug. 25 (WC, E. Winford). This species seldom 
comes so far inland. 

Doves through Woodpeckers—Mourning Doves 
were unusually common in most localities. Migration 
was at least two weeks later than normal at Stillwater 
(FMB). A Ground Dove seen under very favorable 
conditions on Nov. 11 between St. Marys and Belvue, 
Kans., was a surprising wanderer from the Gulf 
region (Hoffman, Mulligan). The Road-runner re- 
vealed a phenomenal increase at Fort Worth where 
this species was seen almost daily, in sharp contrast 
to only an occasional record during the last five years 
(RB, WAW ). Owls still seem to be low in numbers. 
Unusual distribution records included a Pygmy Owl 
near Longmont, Colo., on Nov. 11 (Mrs. C. N. 
Collister) and a Long-eared Owl at Fort Worth on 
Nov. 1 (WAW). A Whip-poor-will collected near 
Alva on Oct. 7 was a new locality record considerably 
west of the normal range of this species (G. M. 
Sutton). Both species of flickers appeared to have 
wandered widely. The Yellow-shafted was seen at 
Clayton, Sept. 19-Oct. 9, a new locality record (AJK). 
Red-shafted Flickers apparently moved eastward in 
considerable numbers. One was found dead near 
Tahlequah, Okla., in late November (RLG) and one 
was seen at the McCurtain County Game Preserve in 
extreme southeastern Oklahoma on Oct. 17 (Mr. and 
Mrs. T. Jessie). A Red-bellied Woodpecker seen at 
Bladen, Nebr., on Nov. 27 suggests that this species 
may be becoming established (H. Turner). Either the 
Golden-fronted Woodpecker is moving northward 
into Oklahoma or else it has been overlooked in the 
past. One was taken near Hollis, Okla., in October 
for a first State record (GMS) and one was seen in 
the Wichita Refuge on Nov. 26 (AFH). Red-headed 
Woodpeckers showed a very spotty distribution, being 
scarce or absent in many localities but more common 
than usual in others, probably dependent upon the 
mast crop. 

Flycatchers, Chickadees, Nuthatches—In general, 
flycatchers left early but a few remained longer than 
usual. For example, a Crested Flycatcher was seen at 
Alva on Sept. 25, the latest known Oklahoma date 
for this species (PN). An Olive-sided Flycatcher seen 
at Fort Worth on Oct. 28 was about three weeks 
later than any previous record (WAW). Mountain 
Chickadees invaded the foothills of Colorado in con- 
siderable numbers. They were seen at Weldona on 
Oct. 3 and 23 (H. Rollin); at Barr Lake on Oct. 10 
(D. Thatcher); at Denver on Oct. 16 (J. Chapin). 
White-breasted Nuthatches were unusually common 
in Colorado (DT) and Red-breasted were recorded 
in a number of localities throughout the Plains where 
they are seldom observed. 
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Creepers through Thrushes—Brown Creepers ar- 
rived late in many localities and were unusually 
plentiful at Denver (DT). The Carolina Wren seems 
to be moving westward. The 2 were still present at 
Guymon, Okla. (Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Hilty), and one 
was seen at Palmer Lake, Colo., on Aug. 7 (DT). 
This is apparently the third record for this species 
in that State. Short-billed Marsh Wrens were reported 
more commonly than during previous falls. One was 
seen at Halstead on Nov. 14 (ER); at the Salt Plains 
Refuge, Oct. 15-17 (Tulsa Aud. Soc.); at Ponca 
City, Oct. 1, 8 (JFP); at Amarillo in October (DA). 
A Catbird at Longmont, Colo., in mid-November was 
unusually late (Mrs. J. Weldon). A Wood Thrush 
flew into a window near Colorado Springs on Oct. 
18 (Nelson). An Eastern Bluebird at Denver on Oct. 
24 was also west of its normal range (Colo. Bird 
Club). Two Mountain Bluebirds seen at Fort Worth 
on Nov. 21 were more than a month earlier than 
previous records (Mrs. W. Smith). 

Vireos, Warblers —Twelve Philadelphia 
were picked up beneath the TV tower near Topeka, 
Sept. 25-Oct. 1, providing a considerable number of 
records for this poorly known species (TAS). A 
Philadelphia Vireo seen at Halstead on Sept. 26 was 


Vireos 


a new locality record (ER). The warbler migration: 


was well marked at a number of localities with peaks 
at Topeka on Oct. 6 (TAS) and at Amarillo on Sept. 
27 (DA). At Fort Worth the migration was very 
heavy and early by several weeks for some species 
(WAW). The Prothonotary Warbler was seen at 
Wichita on Oct. 8-10 (Mrs. A. Briggs, Mrs. A. 
Davis); another new locality record was Clayton 
where this species was noted in October (AJK). The 
Black-throated Blue was seen for the first time at 
Guymon about Sept. 15 (AJH); one seen at Fort 
Worth on Oct. 26 was a first fall record (WAW). 
Townsend’s Warbler was seen for the first time at 
Clayton in October (HJK). A Golden-cheeked War- 
bler observed for about an hour at Fort Worth on 
Aug. 28 was an unusual distribution record (Mrs. W. 
Baugness). A Blackburnian Warbler collected near 
Alva on Oct. 7 constitutes one of the few records of 
this species in western Oklahoma (GMS). The Black- 
poll was listed for the first time at Clayton in October 
(AJK). The Northern Water-thrush seen at Clay- 
ton on Aug. 28 was an addition to the locality list 
(AJK). A Canada Warbler seen at Tulsa on Sept. 4 
was a first fall record (C. R. Bunch, JST). 

Orioles, Finches and Sparrows.—Baltimore Orioles 
were practically common at Fort Worth where the 
usual record is two or three fall dates (WB, WAW). 
An Orchard Oriole seen in the same locality on Sept. 
25 was a month later than any previous record 
(WAW ). Finch and sparrow populations were con- 
spicuously low and the migration was generally late 
by two to three weeks. Records indicated that indi- 
viduals of several species were wandering widely. 
Three Indigo Buntings seen at Fort Worth on Oct. 
15 (WB) and one on Oct. 30 (WAW) were new 
fall dates. The Lazuli Bunting near Colorado Springs 
on July 11 was an unusual distribution record 
(HJW). A Dickcissel seen at Spavinaw, Okla., on 
Nov.. 7 was a new late date for this species in Okla- 
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homa (Mrs. E. K. Frank, BR). An Am. Goldfinch } 
seen at Fort Worth on Sept. 11 was nearly two 
months early (WB, Mrs. G. W. Parker, Jr.). Ap. 
parently White-winged Crossbills were moving 
south this fall. One was seen near Crook, Colo. (R. 
Rader) and 6 were seen in Denver on Nov. 11 (L, 
Galloway, R. E. Glover). A male found dead in 

Clayton on Nov. 3 was a new locality record (AJK). | 
A small flock found feeding near Halstead on Noy. § 
7, 10 and 11 also represented a new locality (RR, 
ER, et al.). Three Sharp-tailed Sparrows were 
killed by the TV tower at Topeka, Oct. 6-9 (TAS). 
One seen at Tulsa on Oct. 17 (OL) constituted 4 
new locality record. The migration of Vesper Spar. 

rows at Amarillo was spectacular. Thousands were 
seen on Sept. 17 and were still present at the end of 
the period (DA). The Oregon Junco appeared to be 
more common than usual in the eastern portion of 
the Region. One was trapped and banded at Still. 
water on Nov. 18 and several were seen during the 
period (Mr. and Mrs. FMB); one was seen at Fort 
Worth on Nov. 25 (WB). Brewer's Sparrow was ob. 
served on Oct. 27 and Nov. 18 at Fort Worth where 
this species is a casual visitor (RB).—F. M. Baum. 
GARTNER, Oklahoma A. and M. College, Stillwater, 
Obla. 





















































Leatesciachialad 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—The fall season this 
year was characterized by a marked deficiency in rain. 
fall. This condition has persisted in South Texas 

for five consecutive 
with the re- 
that no corre- 
spondent commented 
on its effects. We 
have lost the normal 
year as a yardstick 
for comparison. Oc. 
tober did bring pre- 
cipitation totaling 
five to six inches 
over parts of the 
Region, an amount which caused localized but not 
serious floods. In spite of this, because the moisture 
deficiency was so great, within a very short time both 
ground and vegetation were again dry. Ranchers com- 
mented that improvement in grazing conditions was 
negligible while residents of the “Hill Country 
north and west of Austin believe that the forests 
which make the area so attractive have been perma- 
nently damaged by the drought. Temperatures aver- 
aged above normal and there were few strong cold 
fronts. Migrants came through in continuous fashion 
rather than in waves. This is, however, as succeeding 
notes will tell, an invasion year for several small 
northern species. 

Loons, Grebes, Herons, and Ibis.—A single Com- 
mon Loon arrived at Cove on Oct. 18, about two 
weeks earlier than previously found (A. K. McKay). 
Three Horned Grebes, always unusual on the Texas § 
coast, were noted on Nov. 14, also at Cove. The Red- § 
dish Egret which wanders after the breeding season 
but disappears in the winter was present at Cove from § 
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Tuly 25 to Nov. 6; however, 6 were noted in a day's 
outing around Rockport on Nov. 27 (F. G. Watson). 
The first migrant Green Heron in the coastal area 
was noted at Deer Park on Aug. 11 (FGW), the last 
being observed at Cove on Oct. 11 (AKM). Inland 
they were present until Oct. 12, the last observed at 
Austin by Fred S. Webster. In regard to the Yellow- 
crowned Night Heron, McKay comments that his 
records, kept in detail for his last 20 years’ observa- 
tions at Cove, show this species to be diminishing in 
contrast to all other herons, which have increased. 

The Wood Ibis came early and in larger numbers 
than usual. This species, usually regarded as a late 
summer wanderer, appeared at Cove on May 23 and 
remained until Oct. 17. A flock of 800 to 1000 was 
present on Oct. 16 (AKM). Other observations were 
a small flock at LaPorte on Aug. 29 (C. H. McNeese, 
Ruth Stamm, Carrie Holcomb) and a flock of 60 
along the Nueces River in Live Oak County on Oct. 
3 (Mrs. A. H. Geiselbrecht). On Nov. 5, James 
Shipwash saw 6 or 8 Roseate Spoonbills along the 
Colorado River below Austin, the first record for 
this species in Travis County. 

Geese, Ducks McKay reported that this season 
there are fewer than usual young among the Snow 
and Blue suggesting a poor nesting season. 
Blue-winged Teal. according to Game Warden S. L. 
Griffith, were more abundant than usual and reached 
their peak in the marshes around Trinity Bay the 
first half of October. The Gadwall was the common 
duck in the Austin area, being most common eon the 
lakes there from Nov. 2 to Nov. 23 and reaching a 
peak of almost a thousand on Nov. 11. 


Geese. 


Hawks.—Among the hawks the earliest migrant 
was the Mississippi Kite, a single bird being seen on 
July 18 at Spring, north of Houston (FGW). The 
interesting thing about the Broad-winged Hawk mi- 
gration was that it was not detected. A scattering of 
individual birds was seen from Sept. 15 at Beeville 
(AHG) to Oct. 3 near Austin (E. B. Kincaid and 
Frances J. Gillotti); however, the usual large flocks 
were not seen. The first migrant Swainson’s Hawk 
was one at Deer Park on Aug. 13 (FGW). A count 
of 717 was made of three flocks which passed through 
Hays County on Oct. 3 (FJG). Later, 31 were seen 
near Austin on Oct. 13 (FJG). Farther south 6 were 
seen feeding on the ground near Beeville on Sept. 26 
(AHG). The Marsh Hawk arrival was first detected 
in the southern part of the Region, being seen near 
Beeville on Sept. 11 (AHG). Farther north it was 
noted at Austin on Oct. 8 (Fred S. Webster) and at 
College Station on Oct. 15 (K. L. Dixon). The 
Sparrow Hawk downtown Houston on 
Aug. 21 (Stephen Williams); was seen at Altair in 
Colorado County on Aug. 23 (FGW); and was first 
noted’ in Beeville on Sept. 4 (AHG). 

Cranes, Shorebirds, Terns —On Nov. 3, Mrs. Fred 
S. Webster, Sr., saw 2 Whooping Cranes flying down- 
stream along the Colorado River near Austin. A simi- 
lar observation was that of a single Whooping Crane 
in the same area seen by Marshall C. Johnston on 
Oct. 19, 1952. On Nov. 27 and 28 the Texas Orni- 
thology Society made its annual Thanksgiving week- 
end trip to Aransas Refuge. Traveling by boat down 


arrived in 


the Intracoastal Canal, 105 observers saw 19 of the 
21 Whooping Cranes known by Refuge Manager 
Julian Howard to be on the Refuge at that time. No 
later arrivals appeared, which reduced the total 
Whooping Crane population three below last year’s 
24. All 21 of the cranes are adults. On the same trip 
4 Am. Oyster-catchers were seen on shell reefs in 
Rockport Bay. The Mountain Plover arrived in Rock- 
port in usual numbers according to Mrs. Conger N. 
Hagar. A count of 320 was made on Nov. 27. An 
Am. Golden Plover reached Cove on July 18, Mr. 
McKay's earliest record by 25 days. Wilson’s Snipe 
arrived at widely scattered points within a few days’ 
time: Cove, Oct. 3 (AKM) ; Beeville, Oct. 6 (AHG); 
and Austin, Oct. 8 (FSW). Numbers reported then 
and later were below usual, no doubt due to lack of 
habitat. The Upland Sandpiper was also scarce as 
well as a little late. It was first noted at Cove on’ 
July 31: at Beeville on Aug. 8; at Austin, Aug. 22. 
Three Willets seen on Aug. 19 along the Colorado 
River in Austin were the first recorded for Travis 
County (FSW). Buff-breasted Sandpipers were pres- 
ent at Cove from Sept. 4; reached a peak of about 75 
on Sept. 6; then, in diminishing numbers, remained 
until Oct. 24 (a single bird), the latest recorded 
date (AKM). On Nov. 27 a flock of about 400 Black 
Skimmers was still present at Rockport (FGW). 
Cuckoos, Owls, Nighthawks, and Hummingbirds.— 
A Black-billed Cuckoo, uncommon in the western 
part of the Region, was seen in Austin on Sept. 9 
(FSW ). At Cove one was seen on Nov. 6, a very late 
date (AKM). McKay also saw a single Groove-billed 
Ani, a rare straggler to the upper coastal area, at 
Cove on Sept. 26. The Long-eared Owl appeared in 
two spots this fall, one being found dead on a high- 
way west of Austin on Nov. 10 by Robert Bond, the 
second flushed from a roost at Cove by McKay on 
Nov. 21. The last Common Nighthawks seen were 
one at Austin, Oct. 12 (FSW) and one at Beeville, 
Oct. 20 (AHG). Chimney Swifts were last seen at 
College Station on Oct. 12 (KLD) and in Hays 
County on Oct. 14 (FJG). The Ruby-throated Hum- 
mingbird stayed at College Station until Oct. 23 
(KLD) and 3 were seen at Beeville on Nov. 1 
(AHG). A single Rufous Hummingbird stayed at 
Cove from Sept. 2 to Sept. 5 (AKM). 
Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, and Swallows.—The first 
Yellow-shafted Flicker arrived at Austin on Sept. 29 
(FSW) and at Beeville on Oct. 10 (AHG). The 
Red-shafted Flicker came in later, reaching Austin on 
Oct. 10 (Walter Broemer) and Beeville on Nov. 1 
(AHG). The Red-shafted Flicker, present at Austin 
in greater than usual numbers, was not reported east 
of that locality. The Eastern Kingbird, which goes 
south through eastern Texas and along the coast in 
great numbers, was observed only once, on Aug. 21, 
at Austin; and only twice, Aug. 29 and Sept. 7, at 
Beeville. A scattering of Western Kingbirds was re- 
ported, all single birds. The first was found at Austin 
on Sept. 15 (W. D. Anderson) while the last was 
one which remained at Beeville from Oct. 31 to Nov. 
9 (AHG). The northernmost Tropical Kingbirds ob- 
served were one at Beeville on Nov. 4 and 2 in Live 
Oak County on Nov. 25 (AHG). The Eastern 
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Phoebe was generally late, not reaching Cove until 
Oct. 15 (AKM) and Beeville until Oct. 18 (AHG). 
The Olive-sided Flycatcher was reported in greater 
than usual numbers by most observers. Stephen Wil- 
liams reported that on an automobile trip from 
Houston to San Antonio on Aug. 23, he observed 
large numbers of migrating swallows. Barn Swallows 
were most numerous, with Cliff Swallow, Purple 
Martin, Tree Swallow, and Bank Swallow following 
in that order. Mrs. A. H. Geiselbrecht reported that 
summer resident Purple Martins remained in Beeville 
until Aug. 7. She saw 3 migrant birds there on Sept. 
7. Nine migrating Purple Martins were seen in Travis 
County on Oct. 3 (FJG). 

Nuthatches, Creepers, Thrushes, Pipits—For the 
first time in several years the Red-breasted Nuthatch 
showed up in some numbers. It was first noted at 
College Station on Oct. 17 (KLD); it reached the 
Houston area on Oct. 30 and Beeville on Nov. 5 
(AHG). It was not seen at Austin until Nov. 13 
(FSW ). The Brown Creeper also appeared in greater 
than normal numbers. McKay reported seeing them at 
Cove in small groups rather than singly or in pairs 
as is usual. A single Brown Thrasher was seen in 
Houston on Sept. 9 (FGW); however, the main mi- 
gration was somewhat late. It appeared at Cove on 
Sept. 23; College Station, Sept. 25; and Beeville, 
Sept. 27. Late Olive-backed Thrushes were one at 
Cove, Oct. 10 (AKM) and one at College Station, 
Oct. 31 (KLD). Only one Mountain Bluebird was 
reported from the Region this fall, the observation 
being made at Austin on Dec. 18 by Fred S$. Web- 
ster. The first Water Pipits arrived at Beeville. Oct. 
23 (AHG) and Houston, Oct. 24 (FGW). Two 
Sprague’s Pipits were noted near Houston on Oct. 30 
(FGW) and this species became common by mid- 
November. Up until four or five years ago very few 
among even the well-known observers along the Texas 
coast had ever seen the Sprague’s Pipit. Now we re- 
gard it as a common fall migrant and winter visitant. 
The significant factor is more likely a matter of field 
acquaintance with the species than a change in popu- 
lation. Veteran observers such as Mrs. C. N. Hagar 
and L. Irby Davis have taught us in seeking the 
Sprague’s Pipit to explore closely grazed dry prairies 
and to avoid completely flocks of the Water Pipit and 
the areas it inhabits. After this indoctrination many 
of us now have learned the call notes and flight 
characteristics of the Sprague’s Pipit which enable 
us readily to pick out the bird at a distance in its 
favored habitat, a type of country ordinarily not 
closely examined because it generally is lacking in 
numbers and varieties of birds. 

Warblers —Although there were no real “waves” 
reported, the fall warbler migration was generally re- 
garded as good, both in variety of species and num- 
ber of birds. The Black and White Warbler migra- 
tion at Cove started on July 11 and lasted until Oct. 
30. The last date at Beeville was Oct. 29. The Ten- 
nessee Warbler was first seen at Austin on Sept. 11 
(FSW). The Tennessee Warbler peak was reached 
at Cove on Oct. 9 when about 50 birds of this species 
were seen (AKM). The migration there covered the 
period, Sept. 26 to Nov. 7. Nashville Warblers were 
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at Cove from Sept. 12 to Nov. 6; at Austin from 
Sept. 11 to Nov. 7; and at Beeville from Sept. 25 y 
Oct. 29. The Mourning Warbler was reported 4 
much more common than usual at both Cove and 
Beeville. They were noted at Cove from Sept. 3 to 
Oct. 8 and at Beeville from Sept. 10 to Oct. 4. 

There are a number of rarities for the Region 
worth mentioning. Two Black-throated Gray War. 
blers were seen at Austin on Nov. 15 (FSW). Qp 
the same date 2 Black-throated Grays were also seen 
at Beeville (AHG). Mr. McKay saw 2 Blackburniap 
Warblers at Cove on Sept. 26, his fourth fall record 
for this species. He found single Bay-breasted War. 
blers at Cove on Oct. 8 and Nov. 14. The Pine War. 
bler, rare as far west as Austin, arrived there op 
Nov. 13 and was intermittently thereafter 
(FSW). Another rare species in the Austin area, the 
Prairie Warbler, was seen there on Nov. 4 (EBK. 
MCJ). Oven-birds passed through Cove between 
Sept. 12 and Oct. 10. One was observed at Austin on 
Sept. 25 (FSW); one at Beeville, Sept. 27; and one 
in Live Oak County on Oct. 3 (AHG). A Canada 
Warbler was seen in Austin on Sept. 18 (EBK); and 
one in Live Oak County on Sept. 26. They were 
present at Cove from Sept. 5 to Oct. 8. The earliest 
Am. Redstart was one at Beeville on Aug. 23 (AHG 
and Mrs. Teal Adkins), and the last was at Cove on 
Oct. 30. 

Orioles, Blackbirds, Tanagers.—It is interesting to 
note that the Orchard Oriole migration was over at 
Cove by Aug. 15, only 2 single birds being seen after 
that date (AKM). On the other hand, at Austin the 
peak in numbers was not reached until Aug. 22 and 
Aug. 23 when counts of about 90 and 30 individuals 
were made. Further, the migration continued, with 
2 or 3 birds being seen per day until Sept. 18. At 
Beeville several loose flocks of 10 to 15 birds each 
were seen on Aug. 21 (AHG). On Nov. 6, an early 
arrival date for the Brewer's Blackbird, 3 appeared 
at Cove (AKM). A single Scarlet Tanager was ob- 
served in this Region this fall: it was reported from 
Cove on Sept. 26 (AKM). Summer Tanagers were 
seen daily at Austin until Sept. 17, the last straggler 
being observed on Sept. 26 (FSW). 

Finches and Sparrows—One Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak was seen at Cove on Oct. 8 (AKM). Mrs. Geisel- 
brecht reported Dickcissels migrating on Aug. 9 at 
Beeville. Peak numbers were reached on Aug. 30 and 
the last for the season were still there as late as Oct 
7. The Purple Finch, though in very small numbers. 
appeared early, 2 being seen at Cove on Oct. 31 
(AKM). One was also seen in Austin on Nov. 23 
(FSW). The Pine Siskin, an erratic fall migrant, 
reached as far south as Beeville, 6 birds being seen 
with Am. Goldfinches on Nov. 29 (AHG). The Texas 
Sparrow, rare as far north as Beeville, was last noted 
on Sept. 21. The Spotted Towhee arrived in Beeville 
on Oct. 25 and became common in brushy areas there- 
after (AHG). The Leconte’s Sparrow was observed 3 
times at Cove between Nov. and Nov. 29. This 
species is erratic in its appearance year by year, some- 
times not being reported at all along the Gulf Coast 
plain. The Henslow’s Sparrow was found in Austin 
on Nov. 2, the first record for Travis County, by Mss. 
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Fred $. Webster, Sr. The bird was also seen by Fred 
5. Webster. A Henslow’s Sparrow was also noted at 
Cove on Nov. 21 (AKM). The Clay-colored Sparrow 
passed through Austin between Oct. 14 and Oct. 22 
(FSW). Two were also seen at Beeville on Oct. 19 
(AHG). The White-throated Sparrow, generally ob- 
served throughout the area, arrived at Beeville on 
Nov. 18. Mrs. Geiselbrecht believes it is more com- 
mon than usual this season. The Fox Sparrow was 
reported only once, being observed in Zilker Park, 
Austin, on Nov. 6, by Mr. and Mrs. Fred S. Webster. 
_FrANK G. WATSON, 4110 Drummond St., Houston 
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PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The weather was generally wetter than 
usual throughout the Region. The last half of August 
decidedly 
wet at Bend, 
Oreg.; at Mis- 
Mont. ; 
Libby, 


was 








soula, 
and at 
Mont.; where 
—q the August 
“ all-time pre- 
cipitation rec- 
ord was 
broken. Tem- 
peratures were 
than normal at Bend, Missoula, and Libby 
during the fall. Spokane, Wash., and Bozeman, Mont., 
reported milder conditions than usual, with lower 
wind velocities than normal. October had the lowest 
minimum temperatures, which dropped to 17° on 
the 26th at Libby and to 11.5° on the 25th at Bend. 
November was generally mild, with much rain and 
fog, at Libby and Spokane. The last week of No- 
vember brought some snow in western Montana, but 
at Libby and Spokane snow fell only in the moun- 
tains. The very wet summer at Libby produced an 
abundant fruit crop, particularly Mountain Ash, which 
provided much food for robins and waxwings. The 
abundance of this fruit in Spokane was apparently an 
important factor in keeping large numbers of robins 
there. 
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Unless otherwise noted, all observations from Bend, 
Oreg., are those of A. I. Roest; from Missoula, 
Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs (Lake Co., 
Mont.) and Flathead L., R. L. Hand: from Spokane 
and Turnbull Migratory Wildfowl Refuge, Wash., 


Spokane Bird Club, and from Libby, Mont., the 
editor. 
Loons, Grebes, Herons.—The only record for the 


Common Loon was of one at Three Forks, Mont., 
Nov. 14 (H. N. Metcalf). The Red-necked Grebe 
was observed a few miles east of Spokane, Nov. 7, 
and a Horned Grebe was noted at Turnbull, Oct. 10, 
A few Eared Grebes were noted at Ninepipe Reser- 
voir on Aug. 18. Two Western Grebes were recorded 
at Turnbull, Oct. 10. The last record for the Great 
Blue Heron at Libby was Oct. 31, but at Missoula, 
Spokane and Bend they were noted (single birds) 
up to mid-November. 




































































Waterfowl.—Canada Geese numbered around 2500 
on Oct. 10 at Turnbull (W. A. Rodgers, fide Spokane 
Bird Club). At Bend the heaviest migrations of these 
birds were observed between Oct. 10 and 30. A few 
White-fronted Geese were noted at Bend between 
Sept. 25 and Oct. 15, nearly 2 weeks earlier than in 
1953. A single immature bird was reported shot near 
Frenchtown, just west of Missoula, on Oct. 10 
(Lowell Adams, fide Hand). A flock of 200 Snow 
Geese (Lesser) was seen at Bend on Oct. 12. Am. 
Widgeon were widely reported. Ninepipe had at least 
1000 on Sept. 2. They still lingered near Spokane on 
Nov. 7. The first migrants were noted at Bend on 
Sept. 8 (early). Pintail were reported on Oct. 10 at 
Missoula and Turnbull and migrated through Bend 
from Aug. 13 to Sept. 11. Green-winged Teal were 
reported quite plentiful at Missoula from mid-August 
until late in September and were still common at 
Ninepipe on Nov. 5. They passed through Bend on 
Oct. 12 (early). A few Blue-winged Teal were noted 
several times at Libby. Four were counted at Turn- 
bull, Oct. 10. Two Cinnamon Teal were seen at Spo- 
kane, Nov. 21, and 6 at Turnbull, Oct. 10. Shovellers 
occurred in large numbers at Ninepipe during August. 
A few were still at Turnbull, Oct. 10, and the species 
passed through Bend on Aug. 13. Latest record for 
Wood Ducks was on Sept. 26 at Missoula. This 
species was also noted in September at Libby and at 
Spokane, where 30 were seen, Sept. 12. Redheads 
passed through Bend, Aug. 30 to Sept. 5, and some 
were still at Spokane on Nov. 21. Lesser Scaup were 
still at Spokane on Nov. 7, although first migrants at 
Bend appeared Oct. 12 (early). A few Am. Golden- 
eyes were noted in western Montana (Flathead 
L., Libby) during November. Two male Barrow’'s 
Golden-eyes were seen on the Kootenai River at 
Libby, Nov. 7. Two Buffle-heads were seen on Seeley 
L., Missoula Co., Mont., Nov. 2 (K. D. Swan, fide 
Hand). Hooded Mergansers were reported as quite 
common from Aug. 22 to Sept. 26 at Missoula, where 
they breed. Am. Mergansers were reported at Libby, 
Sept. 6; Three Forks, Mont., Nov. 14 (Metcalf), and 
in the Spokane area, Sept. 12 and Nov. 7. An article 
in the Spokesman-Review (Spokane), Nov. 19, re- 
ports Hank A. Hansen, waterfowl biologist, as saying 
that not more than 25 per cent of the northern ducks 
had arrived yet at Spokane. It said that rather large 
flights arrived Nov. 10 and 11 and that the major 
share of the ducks in the area were at Turnbull be- 
cause of hunting pressure. 

Vultures and Hawks.—The colony of about 30 
Turkey Vultures at Missoula was last seen on Sept. 
19. One bird was shot on Sept. 5 near McGregor 
Lake, Flathead Co., Mont. (Forrest Weeks). At Bend 
they left on schedule, about Aug. 20, although a late 
bird was noted, Sept. 5, on McKenzie Pass northwest 
of Bend. A very light flight of Sharp-shinned Hawks 
was noticeable at Missoula between Sept. 6 and Oct. 
30. At Bend they arrived about Oct. 25. Cooper's 
Hawks (single birds) were noted at Libby, Aug. 29, 
31 and Sept. 11 and at Bend, Nov. 23. The Red-tailed 
Hawk was last reported at Spokane on Nov. 7. At 
Bend the species left around Sept. 25, although a 
straggler was noted on Nov. 21. The lone Rough- 
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legged Hawk record was of one bird near Spokane, 
Oct. 24. The Bald Eagle was seen on Nov. 7 east of 
Spokane and on Oct. 10 at Turnbull. One or two 
Pigeon Hawks were noted in Missoula from Oct. 15 
to 29, and a single bird, Nov. 19. They seem to 
follow the Bohemian Waxwing flight there (Hand). 
At Bend the birds were noted earlier than elsewhere, 
appearing from Aug. 3 to 28, probably young of the 
year from nests in the mountains (Roest). At Bend 
the local Sparrow Hawk population was gone by 
Sept. 11 but apparently a few more northern birds 
pass through later. This year these latter birds were 
noted from Nov. 5 to 20. Late dates for more 
northerly stations were: Libby, Oct. 2; Missoula, 
Sept. 26, and Spokane, Nov. 7 

Gallinaceous Birds — Sharp-tailed Grouse were re- 
ported only from Spokane, where 3 were seen, Sept. 
26. Merritt S. Webster recorded 25 Sage Grouse in 
the Snowy Range area east of Saratoga, Wyo., on 
Aug. 23. Two European Partridges were noted at 
Turnbull, Oct. 10, as were California Quail. The 
latter species was also observed on Sept. 26 at 
Spokane. A few Ring-necked Pheasants were seen in 
the Spokane area. Most unusual was an albino male, 
seen near Spokane, Nov. 28 and again Dec. 5. Its 
eyes were pink, its legs, yellowish and the plumage 
was pure white except for a few faint flecks of tan in 
the wing (Earl W. Pettibone, S. O. Stanley). 

Coot. Shorebirds, Gulls —Am. Coot appeared to be 
plentiful this fall. The first large influx of birds at 
Bend was detected about Sept. 25. Only a few pairs 
remain during the summer to breed, but they winter 
at Bend in numbers. Flocks of 50 to several hundred 
were on Flathead Lake, Nov. 3 and 5. At least 200 
were noted on Wininger Slough near Kalispell, Mont., 
Oct. 27 (Ed.). At Spokane hundreds were noted, 
Sept. 12. They were still present on Nov. 7 a few 
miles east of the city. Killdeer had left Bend by Sept. 
20, with a straggler on Nov. 21. At Missoula they 
remained common until Oct. 24, with small, scat- 
tered groups staying into November. At Libby a 
single bird was still present, Nov. 20. An early con- 
centration of Wilson’s Snipe was noted on Aug. 18 at 
Ninepipe, where on Sept. 2 only 3 birds were counted. 
At Missoula, a few late migrants were noted, Oct. 31. 
They appeared to be gone by mid-November. At Libby 
a moderate influx was noted in September. Eight birds 
which were noted on Nov. 26 (John Wilson, Ed.) 
probably will winter. At Libby Solitary Sandpipers 
were noted, in numbers up to 5, between July 29 and 
Sept. 2. They were commoner than usual at Missoula, 
appearing between Aug. 14 and Sept. 19. Two were 
observed at Cheney, Wash., on Oct. 10 (SB Club). 
Greater Yellow-legs migrated through Bend from 
July 10 to Sept. 11; Libby from Aug. 5 until Sept. 
11, and Missoula from Aug. 22 to Sept. 19. They 
were rather common, Aug. 18 and Sept. 2, at Nine- 
pipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs (Lake Co., 
Mont.). Lesser Yellow-legs were fairly common there 
on the same dates. The only report of Pectoral Sand- 
pipers was from Bend, Aug. 13. Baird's Sandpipers 
appeared at Libby, Aug. 11 to 14, and were seen at 
Ninepipe and Kicking Horse, Aug. 18 and Sept. 2. 
The only Dowitcher record was from Missoula, where 
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one was noted on Sept. 26. One or 2 Semipalmated 


Sandpipers were seen at Libby from Aug. 10 to 31, § 


From Missoula, Hand reported, ‘Semipalmated and 
Western Sandpipers (both species believed to have 
been present, from close-up 
lengths) rather common, singles and small groups, 
Aug. 8 to 22.” The Western was reported from Bend, 
July 11 and Aug. 13. Fifteen or 20 Northem 
Phalaropes were seen on potholes in the Ninepipe 
area on Aug. 18 and Sept. 2. California Gulls were 
noted only at Turnbull, Oct. 10. A Franklin's Gull 
seen at Yellowstone Lake on Aug. 22 (Marvin Davis) 
is believed to be the first record for the Park. 
Doves through Kingfishers —Last dates for the 
Mourning Dove were: Bend, Sept. 20; Libby, Sept, 
9 (John Wilson); Missoula area, Sept. 24, and 





comparison of bill § 





Spokane, Sept. 12. A Black-billed Cuckoo at Ucross, 
just east of Buffalo, Wyo., on Aug. 17 was near the 
western limit for the species (MD). At Libby Com. 


mon Nighthawks were flocking on Aug. 28 (60 


birds) and were last seen, Sept. 10. Flocks of 35 and | 


20 on Aug. 23 and 24 in the area between Dubois 
and Douglas, Wyo., were evidently migrating (MD). 
At Bend they were extremely common until Sept. 9, 
after which they almost disappeared until Sept. 25, 
when a large number was seen again. The last date 
for Missoula was Sept. 19. Six Black Swifts were 
observed over Libby on July 31. Vaux’s Swift was 
last seen at Missoula, Sept. 1: the Rufous Humming. 
bird, 2 days later. A Belted Kingfisher was noted on 
the Gallatin River between “Belgrade and Manhattan, 
Mont., Nov. 14 (Metcalf). Three were seen at 
Spokane on Nov. 21. 

Woodpeckers —A few Red-shafted Flickers were 
noted regularly at Libby during the fall and should 
winter there. The species was reported at Spokane, 
Nov. 21. A single Pileated Woodpecker was reported 
from the Spokane area, Nov. 21. Lewis's Wood. 
peckers were reported as leaving much earlier at 
Bend than last year—Aug. 21 as against Oct. 4. At 
Libby the species was noted only as single birds; the 
last one, Sept. 6. Few were seen at Missoula after 
Sept. 6, although the last date was Oct. 24 (late). 
Hairy Woodpeckers arrived in Bend, Aug. 25 (early). 
In Libby they were noted only twice. Single birds 
were reported in the Spokane area throughout the 
fall. Downy Woodpeckers (1 or 2) appeared in the 
town area of Libby, Aug. 1. At Bend they appeared 
on Oct. 24 (late). 

Flycatchers—The Eastern Kingbird was not noted 
at Missoula after Aug. 29 but 4 birds appeared at 
Libby on Sept. 6 (late). The last date for Western 
Kingbirds was Aug. 22 at Missoula. Traill’s Fly- 
catcher was last seen at Missoula on Aug. 15. The 
last record of the Western Wood Pewee at Missoula 
was Sept. 1, while at Libby it was Sept. 2 (late). 

Swallows.—Violet-green Swallows were last seen 
at Libby on Aug. 14. This seems to tie in with Roest's 
report: “Swallows began massing for migration, Aug. 
15, when a very large group was seen near Camp 
Abbott, 20 miles south of Bend. Barn, Cliff, 
Violet-green and Tree Swallows were noted.’’ Last 
record of Tree Swallows at Missoula was July 27 
(early), while at Libby an unusually late date was 
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noted, Aug. 18, this because of a late brood. A late 
Bank Swallow was noted at Spokane on Sept. 12. 
August 22 was the last date for Rough-winged Swal- 
lows at Missoula. Latest records for Barn Swallows 
were: Bend, Sept. 18; Spokane, Sept. 12, and Turn- 
bull, Oct. 10. Cliff Swallows disappeared after Aug. 
15 at Missoula. A flock of 153 was reported at 
Phillipsburg, Granite Co., Mont., on Aug. 16 (Mary 
Wible). At Bend the last date was Aug. 21. 

Chickadees, Nuthatches.—The Black-capped Chicka- 
dee began moving into the town area of Libby the 
first of August. They were noted in small numbers 
at Spokane and Turnbull. Mountain Chickadees ar- 
rived in Bend about July 10, becoming common about 
Sept. 20. Four were at Turnbull on Oct. 10. At Libby 
these birds were noted at the edge of town on Aug. 
19, Nov. 25 and 28. White-breasted Nuthatches were 
reported only from the Spokane area on Sept. 26 and 
Nov. 7 and at Turnbull on Oct. 10. The Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, on the other hand, was noted regularly at 
Spokane during the fall, at Turnbull, and at Libby, 
where the birds appeared in town on Aug. 19 and 
sparingly thereafter. Pygmy Nuthatches were recorded 
regularly in the Spokane area, and at Turnbull on 
Oct. 10. 

Dippers, Wrens, Cathirds —The first Am. Dipper 
noted along the Kootenai River near Libby, where 
many winter, was seen, Oct. 17 (Ray Francom). One 
was noted singing, Nov. 20. Two were noted, Oct. 
28, on Rattlesnake Creek at Missoula (Ed.) and 2 
were seen at Spokane, Nov. 21. The House Wren 
was last noted at Libby on Sept. 2 and at Missoula, 
Sept. 26. Winter Wrens were singing near Spotted 
Bear, at the upper end of Hungry Horse dam reser- 
voir, Flathead Co.. Mont., Oct. 28 and 29 (Wilson). 
Two Long-billed Marsh Wrens were observed at 
Turnbull, Oct. 10. Catbirds were common at Missoula 
to Sept. 18, the date at which the last bird was seen 
at Libby. 

Thrushes—An outstanding event of the fall mi- 
gration was the large number of Am. Robins in 
several areas. Large flocks of migrants arrived about 
mid-September in Bend, where they winter in large 
numbers and feed on juniper berries. At Libby peak 
numbers, although not large, were reached about the 
first of October (110 on Oct. 2). They remained in 
numbers later than usual, a flock of 16 being noted 
on Nov. 18. Numbers fell off at Missoula after Oct. 
20, but large flocks appeared again, Nov. 11, and 
were still very common on Nov. 19. Spokane had, 
according to Stephen O. Stanley, an unusually large 
flight in November. Hundreds were recorded on Nov. 
21 (SB Club). A single Varied Thrush was noted on 
Oct. 19 at both Libby (Wilson) and Bend. The birds 
were still fairly common on Oct. 28 and 29 near the 
upper end of Hungry Horse dam reservoir (Wilson). 
Western Bluebirds arrived at Bend, July 10, and were 
still around on Nov. 21. Ten were noted at Spokane, 
Sept. 12, and the same number at Turnbull, Oct. 10. 
At Libby, where the species is rare, 4 young birds, 
which had been banded in a nestbox and left the nest, 
July 17, were last seen on Aug. 18. Mountain Blue- 
birds were last seen at Missoula, Sept. 23, but were 
common near Helena and White Sulphur Springs the 


next day (Hand). Last record for Libby was a flock 
of 15 on Oct. 5. Thirty were noted at Turnbull, Oct. 
10. Last date for Bend was Oct. 15. The only report 
of Townsend's Solitaire was from Bend. Roest wrote: 
(They) spend the winter here, and were first noted, 
Sept. 20, singing and chasing each other as they 
established their winter territories.” 

Waxwings.—It appeared to be a rather good year 
for Bohemian Waxwing flights, for a peak of around 
700 was reached on Nov. 27 at Libby, after having ar- 
rived in some numbers, Nov. 7. Oddly, one bird ar- 
rived early, on Oct. 15, and accompanied a flock of 
Cedar Waxwings. Bohemians arrived at Bozeman, 
Nov. 17, and were very abundant the last week of the 
month (Metcalf). They reached Missoula on Nov. 19. 
A small flock or two of Cedar Waxwings still lingered 
at Missoula, Nov. 12. On Nov. 21, 20 were still at 
Spokane, where some wintered last year. At Libby the 
birds stayed later and in markedly larger numbers than 
usual, 80 being noted, Nov. 5 and 37, Nov. 13. The 
last record was Nov. 27. 

Shrikes, Starlings, Vireos.—-One Gray Shrike was 
reported at Bend, Nov. 21. One at Missoula, Nov. 11, 
and one near Spokane, Nov. 7, may also have been 
this species. A Loggerhead Shrike was noted near 
Missoula, Sept. 11; at Turnbull, Oct. 10, and near 
Spokane, Oct. 24. The Common Starling is becoming 
a very common summer resident at Missoula, and was 
common until the last record on Oct. 27. A large 
flock was noted near Helmville, Powell Co., Mont., 
and a smaller flock near Phillipsburg, both on Aug. 
16 (Wible). At Libby a few birds were noted in 
early August and a migrant flock of about 180, Aug. 
12. Last dates for vireos at Libby and Missoula, re- 
spectively, were: Solitary, Sept. 3 and Oct. 1 (late); 
Red-eyed, Sept. 12 (late) and Aug. 28, and Warbling, 
Aug. 5 and Aug. 15 (early). 

Warblers—A single Orange-crowned Warbler was 
reported at Spokane, Sept. 12. A Nashville Warbler 
seen at the Jackson Lake campground near Moran, 
Wyo., Aug. 17, is thought to be a new species for the 
Park (MSW). Last records for Yellow Warblers 
were: Libby, Aug. 29, and Missoula, Sept. 3. For 
Audubon’s Warbler, Oct. 23 was the last date at 
Libby and Missoula and the only record at Bend. A 
few were noted at Turnbull, Oct. 10. At Libby the 
birds showed maximum movement in mid-September, 
29 being noted on Sept. 18. The most unusual record 
of the season was of an immature Palm Warbler 
picked up dead at Libby, Oct. 5. The Northern Water- 
thrush was not noted after Aug. 18 at Libby nor after 
Sept. 6 (late) at Missoula. Last records for Macgilli- 
vray's Warbler were: Libby, Aug. 31; Missoula, Sept. 
9 (rather late), and Spokane, Sept. 12. No Common 
Yellowthroats were seen at Libby after Oct. 2, while 
at Missoula they were common to Oct. 1, and a 
female was seen, Nov. 11 (very late). Black-capped 
Warblers were noted only at Missoula, where mi- 
grants appeared from Aug. 22 to Sept. 12. 

Blackbirds, Tanagers—July 16 was the last record 
of the Brown-headed Cowbird at Missoula, but 2 
juvenals were at Libby, Aug. 8, and one bird was 
noted at Turnbull, Oct. 10. Last dates for Western 
Tanager were: Libby and Spokane, Sept. 12, and 
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Missoula, Sept. 20 

Grosbeaks and Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks 
left Missoula, Aug. 25, although an immature male 
was noted, Sept. 21, far beyond the usual date. One 
bird was seen at Libby, Aug. 26, the only record all 
year. The Lazuli Bunting was not noted at Missoula 
after July 17 but stayed until Aug. 19 at Libby. Eve- 
ning Grosbeaks appeared, July 24, at Libby and, Aug. 
15, at Missoula, became common for a while, di- 
minished in numbers and then increased again about 
mid-November. They were still very common at Mis- 
soula, Nov. 19, but only occasional at Libby the rest 
of the month. Spokane reported the species during 
November. The House Finch had left Bend by Sept. 
11, but stayed on in eastern Washington until at least 
Nov. 21 (10 at Spokane). Redpolls arrived at Libby, 
Nov. 4, in small numbers. Pine Siskins showed a 
definite migratory movement at Libby during late 
August and early September, when a flock estimated 
at 400 was seen several times. Latest date was Oct. 
23. At Missoula, the species was common until Oct. 
11, with small flocks still present, Nov. 12. Am. Gold- 
finches were still occasional at Missoula, Nov. 12, but 
last noted at Libby, Nov. 8. The last record for the 
Spokane area was Oct. 24. This year appeared to be 
a good one for Red Crossbills. Wible reported them 
in large numbers in Glacier National Park around the 
first of August, and also in the Swan River valley 
(Lake Co., Mont.). At Missoula, they were inter- 
mittent after mid-July. At Libby they occurred regu- 
larly in small numbers during August, then diminished 
until Oct. 9; a few reappeared late in November. An 
interesting record of a nest with young on Sept. 12 
came from Spokane, where the species was recorded 
quite regularly. 

Sparrows.—A migrating Spotted Towhee was seen 
in Libby, Sept. 6. Two were noted at Spokane, Sept. 
12, and one on Nov. 21. At Bend they were apparently 
migrating from Oct. 23 until Nov. 16, as several 
were seen during this period. A single Slate-colored 
Junco, rare in western Montana, was recorded, Oct. 
30, at Missoula. Am. Tree Sparrows were reported 
only from Missoula, single birds on Nov. 5 and 7 
and a flock of 8 or 10 on Nov. 14. Chipping Spar- 
rows disappeared at Libby after Aug. 29 but were 
noted as late as Sept. 12 at Spokane, Sept. 26, at 
Missoula and Oct. 10 at Turnbull. Two 
Sparrows were seen at Libby, Sept. 14, and one was 
banded on Sept. 18. Two White-throated Sparrows, 
rare in this area, were seen, Sept. 26, at Missoula. An 
apparent increase in numbers of Song Sparrows at 
Libby during late August and early September may 
have been due to a migratory movement, but a few 
birds were still noted quite regularly during Novem- 
ber. Some individuals move into town for the winter. 
At Missoula, there was a noticeable migratory move- 
ment between Sept. 11 and Oct. 10. The species was 
noted in fair numbers during the fall at Spokane; 10 
were noted on Nov. 21. A single bird was recorded 
at Bend, Oct. 16. Snow Buntings were noted only at 
Harrington, Wash., where 30 were seen on Nov. 25 
(Stanley).—THomMas Rocers, Libby, Mont. 
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GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN. 
TAIN REGION.—This time we are happy to have 
a report from a new area, the Stillwater Wildlife 
Management Area, in operation for the past 5 years, 
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This area uses irrigation run-off at the edge of Car. 
son Sink in western Nevada. The report by Chester 
R. Markley, the manager, is fine reading as the 
waterfowl population is steadily increasing with the 
year-to-year improvement in the area. However, the 
report of Vanez Wilson from the Bear River Refuge 
dominates this area. It remains one of the most re. 
markable refuges in the nation. Its only competitors 
in this Region are the Klamath Basin from which we 
have few details and Malheur from which we have 
never had a report. 

This Region continued drier and warmer than 
usual although the weather is local throughout this 
vast expanse of high mountains, valleys, plateaus, and 
deserts. Thus the Durango region of southwestern 
Colorado reported more moisture than usual. There 
were no great cold waves and the fall migration was 
by and large rather dull. The migration moved 
steadily rather than by fits and starts. The Region 
has such a variety of climates that a cold wave is 
rather local anyway. 

Ibis, Waterfowl—Bear River Refuge 
5000 nesting White-faced Ibis on Aug. 
Trumpeter Swan continues on the increase in 
Grand Teton National Park where they can be 
easily seen. There is now a pair in a pond close to 
the beautiful new Jackson Lake Lodge. The pair on 
the Refuge just above Jackson brought off 4 cygnets 
this year, a record according to Carl Jepson, Park 
Naturalist at Moose. This Refuge continues the 
nation’s finest place to observe these giant birds at 
close range since the highway goes next to their 
marsh. A high of 16 birds was found in the Grand 
Teton National Park this year. 

From Vanez Wilson at the Bear River Refuge 
comes a prodigious estimate of 17.000 Whistling 
Swans on Nov. 16 after a steady build-up. The rec- 
ords of swans from other parts of the Region east 
of Bear River are trifling by comparison; a small 
flock (8) at Ocean Lake in central Wyoming by 
Warkley on Oct. 29. One on Eight Mile Lake in 
southern Wyoming, Nov. 27, reported by Hendricks. 
At the Stillwater Refuge in western Nevada the 
Whistling Swan is a wintering bird and 1900 had 
turned up by Nov. 1. 

Bear River reported a maximum concentration of 
5700 Snow Geese on Nov. 1. In general the water- 
fowl migration was a little lower in number than in 
recent years at Bear River and the same is true at 
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Klamath. The White-fronted Goose is remarkable 
in that it deviates so little from its flyway. While 
thousands go through Klamath one bird showed up 
at Stillwater and one at Bear River—both rare 
records. Two Blue Geese were reported from Tule 
Lake in the Klamath Basin (R. S. Rodgers). The 
highest reported number of Canada Geese (2700) 
came from Deer Flat Refuge in western Idaho on 
Nov. 10 (Mrs. H. E. Shaw). At Bear River the 
Green-winged Teal were at a maximum of 150,000 
by late August and the Pintail population was 280,000 
at its height in early October. By contrast, the 
maximum at Stillwater in Pintail, their most com- 
mon duck, was 42,000 on Sept. 24. Other highs at 
Stillwater were Green-winged Teal, 19,600, Oct. 19; 
Gadwall, 16,200 on Nov. 1; Cinnamon Teal, 12,400, 
Aug. 18; Canvas-back, 4500. The most common 
breeding duck was the Redhead, raising 5600 young 
this year. The White-winged Scoter showed up this 
fall in unusual numbers. There were 8 at Bear River 
from Oct. 6 onward, and 32 at Lower Klamath 
(Rodgers). Mrs. Shaw reported 17 Wood Ducks on 
Oct. 17 near Nampa in western Idaho. 

Hawks, Grouse.—Lockerbie had a Peregrine Fal- 
con east of Ely, Nev. on Sept. 20. Evenden had an- 
other in the East Humboldt Range of eastern Nevada 
on Oct. 24. Bear River had 6 Bald Eagles on Nov. 
16. Another was reported at Silver Lakes in the San 
Juan Mountains of southern Colorado in September 
(Skinkle). There was a new high of 133 Sage Hens 
in one alfalfa field on Aug. 29 in central Wyoming 
near Casper (O. K. Scott). 

Cranes, Coots, Shorebirds—Jepson reported 75 
Sandhill Cranes in the Berry Creek area northwest 
of Jackson Lake in Grand Teton Park. Stillwater had 
a new record high of 80,000 Am. Coot, Sept. 24, 
and had new highs in several species of shorebirds: 
10,000 Am. Avocets and 3000 Black-necked Stilts 
in August. Bear River had 3000 Dowitchers on Sept. 
13. Lockerbie reported more Baird's Sandpipers than 
usual at Great Salt Lake, and in the same area North- 
ern Phalaropes have been present in large numbers 
this fall and for a longer period of time. 

Gulls, Owls—An immature Sabine’s Gull turned 
up in central Wyoming near Casper, Sept. 10 (OKS). 
Another was caught at Carbondale in western Colo- 
rado, Sept. 27, and another was seen in northwestern 
Colorado, Oct. 8 (R. Ryder). There are only 
scattered records of this bird in Colorado and Wy- 
oming. The only unusual report of owls was a Barn 
Owl found at Paragonah, Utah, by Lockerbie, and 
one found in the Salt Lake City region (Dewy) in 
September. The Great Gray Owl was not found 
this fall at Grand Teton National Park headquarters, 
but was found in October down along the near-by 
Snake River by Oberhensley. Jepson reported both 


Long-eared and Saw-whet Owls in Grand Teton 
Park. 
Doves, Goatsuckers.—A White-winged Dove was 


present at Casper, Wyo. frequenting a chicken yard 
during most of the month of November. This is an 
accidental wanderer, at least 1000 miles out of place 
and the first record for the State (OKS). Fred 
Evenden of Sacramento reported a Poor-will on 
























































Route 40 on a telephone pole east of Emigrant Pass 
in eastern Nevada on Oct. 24, just west of a bliz- 
zard. He says he was cold sober. [Evenden or the 
Poor-will 7—Ep. | 

Flycatchers through Thrushes.—A migrating Olive- 
sided Flycatcher was seen near Sinclair in southern 
Wyoming on Sept. 17 (Hendricks). The bird was 
found on its breeding grounds on Aug. 15 between 
the Green River Lakes in the Wind River Moun- 
tains of Wyoming (OKS). Three were reported at 
Nampa, Idaho, on Aug. 9 (Mrs. Shaw) and 3 in 
the Salt Lake City region on Sept. 12. 

A Blue Jay at Georgetown in the Rockies west of 
Denver at 8500 ft. on Oct. 28 was a very unusual 
record (O. Scudder). Stanford reported a concentra- 
tion of 10,000 or more Am. Crows in Cache Valley 
in northern Utah, counted with a Veeder counter in 
early November. 

At Mesa Verde National Park in southwestern 
Colorado, Don Watson reported there was a better 
than average pifon crop so that many of the common 
species of birds there, such as Pifion Jays, Red- 
breasted Nuthatches, Mountain Chickadees, Chest- 
nut-backed Bluebirds, and Pine Siskins, were much 
more abundant than usual. The Pygmy Nuthatch, 
ordinarily not common, became common. In nearby 
Durango the same was true for the Pifion Jay, which 
fed principally on grasshoppers in August and Septem- 
ber, and for the Pygmy Nuthatch (Reames). 

Waxwings, Starlings, Warblers—Bohemian Wax- 
wings came early this year: Nov. 1 at Sheridan, Wyo. 
(Myra Waltman). She reported all common birds 
until very late dates (about one month later than 
usual) at Sheridan and Am. Robins still present in 
large numbers on Dec. 1. As noted before, the Com- 
mon Starling is steadily increasing in Utah (Kill- 
pack, Thorne) particularly in the Uinta Basin south 
of the Uinta Mountains. A Black-throated Blue 
Warbler was found, Oct. 3, at the Rawlins airport 
(Hendricks), Another one found at Central City in 
the Rockies west of Denver, Nov. 5, by Edwin Sher- 
rard, a visitor from New Hampshire. Townsend's 
Warblers were seen several times in September in 
Rawlins (Hendricks): one at Genesee Mountain 
Park west of Denver, Sept. 6 (Thatcher). Lockerbie 
had one at Bear River Refuge Headquarters on Sept. 
10. Oppie Reames had a large migration of Virginia's 
Warblers from late August to October at Durango. 

Finches and Sparrows.—Merlin Killpack reported a 
flock of 400 Pine Grosbeaks, Oct. 24, at 9000 ft. in 
the southwestern part of the Uinta Mountains of 
Utah. This is the greatest concentration reported in 
a long time. Six other observers had some scattered 
over the Region but only a few individuals each. 
Seven White-winged Crossbills, a wandering species 
unlike the Red Crossbill which is more constant in 
habitat, were seen in Rawlins, Nov. 9 (Hendricks) ; 
and one bird in Casper, Nov. 16 (OKS). Grace 
McIntyre at Devils Tower in northwestern Wyoming 
reported the absence of the usual Red Crossbills. 
Gray-crowned Rosy Finches were first reported at 
lower altitudes, Oct. 4, in central Wyoming near 
Casper (Warkley). They showed up at Mesa Verde, 
Nov. 13 (Watson). 





A Harris’s Sparrow was found in November at a 
feeding station 8500 feet up in the Rockies west of 
Denver at Georgetown. At a lower altitude the bird 
is a more regular winter visitant. It was first reported 
at Casper in Wyoming at 5000 ft. on Nov. 21 
(OKS).—Dr. Otiver K. Scott, 437 East 13th St., 
Casper, Wyo. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—The period was warm 
and dry, with November one of the warmest on 
record in southern Arizona. What precipitation there 

was came in the 
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ympenia, © PHOENIX other parts dry. 
There was little 
snowfall in the high 
mountain country 
by the end of No- 
vember. Run-off in all major rivers (excluding the 
Colorado) continued at all-time lows, reflecting the 
over-all drought condition that has now persisted for 
several years. Observers reported a good pifion nut 
harvest in many a heavy juniper berry crop. 
and a good yield of acorns. 

Grebes through Herons —A Least Grebe was seen 
at the California side of Imperial Dam. Imperial 
Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ariz.-Calif., Nov. 23, where 
the species was found nesting in 1946 (Gale Mon- 
son). A Blue-footed Booby was observed on Havasu 
Lake, Havasu Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Ariz.- 
Calif., from Sept. 4 to 10 (GM). Three Double- 
crested Cormorants were found at Lake Sullivan, 
north of Chino Valley, Yavapai Co., Ariz., Sept. 23 
(Heidi McLernon). A Snowy Egret was noted in a 
ditch near Grants, N. Mex., on the late date of Oct. 
17 (F. J. Freeman), and a flock of 175 was seen at 
Imperial Dam, Nov. 23 (GM). An_ immature 
Reddish Egret was seen near Havasu Landing on 
Havasu Lake, Sept. 4, and was obtained on Sept. 9 for 
the first definite California record. Another was ob- 
served on the Imperial Refuge, Oct. 1 and 14 
(GM). An adult Louisiana Heron was found at 
Martinez Lake on the Imperial Refuge, Oct. 13 (R. L. 
Means, GM). 

Waterfowl—The general consensus of reports was 
that waterfowl numbers had declined from last year. 
This was noticeable in the Colorado Valley, and in 
the Rio Grande Valley as well. There was an over- 
all decline of about 50% on the Bosque del Apache 
Nat’! Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex. (Raymond J. Fleet- 
wood). The warm weather was undoubtedly partly 
responsible, as the geese and ducks tended to stay 
in the North until the arrival of inclement weather. 
However, ducks were more plentiful than usual in 
the high mountain lakes of east-central Arizona (John 
C. Knox), and they were also common on the small 
waters in the Prescott, Ariz. area (HM). 
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A Whistling Swan was seen at Overton, Nev. op 
the early date of Oct. 17 (James R. Youse). A de. 
crease of 41% in Canada Goose numbers at the 
Bosque Refuge was noted, while Snow Geese jp. 
creased with as many as 350 present, Nov. 19 (RJF) 
A White-fronted Goose at Watson Lake near Pres. 
cott, Aug. 17 (HM), was extremely early. A record 
flight of Blue-winged (and Cinnamon?) Teal oc. 
curred on the Bosque Refuge in October, with a peak 
of 7510 on Oct. 22 (RJF). Ring-necked Ducks ang 
Lesser Scaups were not recorded there this fall (RJF) 
Seven young Ruddy Ducks only one-quarter grown 
were seen at New Laguna Lake, Valencia Co, 
N. Mex., Sept. 24 (FJF). 

Gallinaceous Birds, Cranes. Rails —Gambel’s Quail 
was reported to be present in unusually large num. 
bers in the Las Vegas. Nev. and Lake Mead areas 
(Nora Poyser). More than 700 Sandhill Cranes 
were feeding on the Bosque Refuge at one time in 
November (FJF). An immature Clapper Rail wa; 
found in the Bill Williams Delta. Ariz., on the 
Havasu Lake Refuge, Aug. 16, which established its 
breeding there; another was seen Sept. 1 (GM). Als 
noted in the Bill Williams Delta were a Virginia 


Rail, Sept. 1, and a Sora, Aug. 16, both unusuall; 
early (GM). 
Shorebirds, Terns.—Three Ringed Plover were still 


present on the Imperial Refuge, Oct. 13 (RLM, GM) 
A total of 194 Dowitchers was noted at the north 
end of Mittry Lake, Ariz., below Imperial Dam, Oct 
16 (GM). Seven Black Terns were seen over flood. 
water areas on the desert near Lordsburg, N. Mex, 
Aug. 25 (Lawrence Tabonys, Steve G. Williams). 

Ouls through Hummingbirds —A Burrowing Owl 
was seen near Litchfield Park, Ariz., Nov. 7 (J. R 
Werner). A Long-eared Owl was flushed from a 
palo verde bush near the Palm Canyon entrance of 
the Kofa Game Range, Yuma Co., Ariz., Nov. 17 
(RLM, GM). The Lesser Nighthawk was present at 
Yuma, Ariz., until Oct. 30 (GM). A Vaux’'s Swift 
was seen in a large flock of migrating Violet-green 
Swallows over the Colorado River on the Imperial 
Refuge, Oct. 13 (GM). About 100 White-throated 
Swifts were observed at the Boyce-Thompson Arbore- 
tum, Superior, Ariz., Oct. 20 (R. Roy Johnson). A 
female (?) Broad-tailed Hummingbird was recorded 
at Tucson, Ariz., Oct. 29 (Florence Thornburg) anda 
male was seen at El Paso, Tex., Nov. 13 (Fred 
Cornelius ). 

Woodpeckers —A Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen 


in New Mexico near Canutillo, Tex., Oct. 29 and 
Nov. 1 (Jasper Wooldridge). A Yellow-bellied Sap- 
sucker at Parker, Sept. 26, was early (GM). A male 


Williamson's Sapsucker was noted east of El Paso, 
Oct. 31 (El Paso Bird Club). 

Flycatchers—An Eastern Kingbird was seen near 
Espanola, N. Mex.. Aug. 15. and another was noted 
at White Rock (in Sandoval Co.?), N. Mex., Aug 
28 (Patricia R. Snider). A Tropical Kingbird was 
taken in the Bill Williams Delta, Aug. 16 (GM) 
An Eastern Phoebe was observed at different places in 
New Mexico near Canutillo, Tex., Oct. 24 and Nov 
1 (EPBC), and a wood pewee was noted in the same 
locality, Nov. 1 (EPBC, Allan R. Phillips). Three 
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Vermilion Flycatchers were found on the Bosque 
Refuge, Sept. 1 (RJF) 

Swallows—A flock of more than 400 migrating 
Violet-green Swallows was seen on the Imperial 
Refuge, Oct. 13, the first time any large numbers 
have been noted in the Colorado Valley during the 
fall migration (GM). 

Jays and Crou A Scrub Jay was noted at Over- 
ton, Aug. 27 and Sept. 11 (JRY). About 75 Am. 
Crows were seen at Overton, Nov. 19 (JRY), and 
4 were observed along the Verde River near Fort 
McDowell, Ariz., Oct. 24 (Jim Bialac, A. S. Mar- 
golin, M. Plunkett, J. M. Simpson, JRW). The 
Pifion Jay was common at Los Alamos, N. Mex. 
throughout the period (PRS). 

Chickadee ‘ Nathatche —A small flock of moun- 
tain birds, including Mountain Chickadee and White- 
breasted and Red-breasted Nuthatches, was observed in 
Memorial Park, El Paso, Oct. 29 (ARP). A Red- 
breasted Nuthatch was seen at Boulder City, Nev.. 
Sept. 30 (NP), and a Brown Creeper was noted at 
Overton, Nov. 20 (JRY). 

Wrens through Thrushes—Two House Wrens in 
the Bill Williams Delta, Aug. 16 (GM), and one 
at Boulder City, Aug. 21 (NP), were very early. The 
Bewick’s Wren was reported as scarce, in Arizona at 
least. A Catbird was observed in New Mexico near 
Canutillo, Tex., Nov. 1 (Lena McBee, Mary Belle 
Keefer). A Sage Thrasher was noted in the Bill 
Williams Delta, Sept. 1 (GM). and 2 remained at 
White Rock until Oct. 27 (PRS). An Am. Robin at 
Pittsburg Point on the Arizona side of Havasu Lake. 
(GM). A Townsend's Soli- 
Bosque Refuge, Oct. 15 
(RJF), and one was also seen in New Mexico near 
Canutillo, Tex., Oct. 24 and Nov. 6 (EPBC). 


Sept. 30, was very early 


taire Was noted at the 


Common Starling —Many were noted in the 
Boulder City area by Oct. 26 (NP). 
Vireos, Wood Warblers —Early Solitary Vireos 


were one seen in the Bill Williams Delta, Aug. 16 
(GM), and one near Peoria, Ariz., Aug. 18 (RRJ). 
One was also seen in a canyon north of Globe, Ariz., 
Nov. 20 (JB, JRW). A Philadelphia Vireo taken 
in the King Valley, between the Kofa and Castle 
Dome Mountains on the Kofa Game Range, Oct. 27, 
was the third Arizona record (GM). A Black- 
throated Green Warbler was found at Anthony, 
N. Mex., Nov. 1 (EPBC, ARP). A Hermit Warbler 
was seen in the Bill Williams Delta, Sept. 14 (GM). 
A Northern Water-thrush was observed on_ the 
Bosque Refuge, Sept. 1 (RJF). An Am. Redstart was 
noted at Boulder City, Aug. 21 (NP); 3 were found 
east of Ft. Davis, Tex., Aug. 31 (LT, SGW): and 
one was observed in the Bill Williams Delta, Sept. 
14 (GM). 

Blackbirds and Tanagers—A Bobolink was seen 
in the Bill Williams Delta, Sept. 14 (GM). A flock 
containing an estimated 10,000 Yellow-headed Black- 
birds was observed Litchfield Park, Nov. 14 
(JIRW). Twenty Boat-tailed Grackles were seen at 
Lordsburg, Aug. 25 (LT, SGW). The Hepatic Tana- 
ger was present Prescott until Sept. 29 (HM), 
and a wintering immature male Summer Tanager was 
found at Tempe, Ariz., Nov. 24 (RRJ). 


near 


Finches and Sparrows.—Large numbers of migrat- 
ing Blue Grosbeaks were observed between Ft. Davis 
and Alpine, Tex., Aug. 30 and 31 (LT, SGW). Two 
Dickcissels were seen at Parker, Sept. 19 (GM). 
Eight to 10 Lawrence's Goldfinches were found along 
Mission Road, Tucson, Nov. 26 (FT). A Spotted 
Towhee was noted on the Imperial Refuge, Oct. 13 
(GM), and one was seen between the Cinnabar 
and Rosebud Mines in the Dome Rock Mountains 
southwest of Quartzsite, Ariz... Nov. 10 (J. T. 
Wright). A Gray-headed Junco was found at Mc- 
Pherson Tank in the Castle Dome Mountains, Kofa 
Game Range, Oct. 21 (GM y. A flock of Am. Tree 
Sparrows was seen at Espanola, Nov. 7 (Don and 
Marge Cromer). and 10 were observed on the 
Bosque Refuge, Nov. 26 (RJF). A White-crowned 
Sparrow at Havasu Landing, Sept. 9 and 10, was 
extremely early, and a Fox Sparrow at Pittsburg: 
Point, Sept. 29 and 30, was also quite early (GM) .— 
Gate Monson, U. S. Fisha and Wildlife Service, 


Yuma, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—August 
and September temperatures were slightly below 
normal, and there was much overcast. October was 
near normal, except that it 
was dry. November was 
much warmer than average, 
and wetter with some high 
winds in the middle of the 
month. Southern Vancouver 
Island had more rain and 
fog than other parts of the 
Region. On Nov. 18, a 
freighter struck a rock off 
S. E. Vancouver Island, and 
lost its fuel oil. The oil 
spread for miles and elimi- 
nated about 80 per cent of 
the sea birds in the area. 
About 3500 were shot by 
wildlife agents to prevent suffering. Davidson re- 
ported that Am. Widgeon and other surface-feeding 
ducks came through very well. A survey taken near 
the end of November indicated there were about 
5000 Am. Widgeon, 1500 Mallards, 1000 Am. Coots, 
500 Pintails, 200 Green-winged Teal, 200 Shovellers 
and a few score Canvas-backs in the small lakes and 
flooded fields in and around Victoria. A similar 
tragedy occurred the following week near Belling- 
ham, Wash., when a valve was left open while a 
tanker was unloading crude oil at a refinery. The oil 
was pumped into the Strait of Georgia for about an 
hour before the fault was discovered. Horned and 
Western Grebes suffered most in this instance. Some 
ducks were coated and had to be killed. Fortunately, 
Black Brant had not yet come in. Burton Lauckhart, 
Biologist for the Washington Department of Game, 
stated there had been no noticeable reduction of ducks 
coming to the Skagit and Snohomish County flats in 
Washington. Apparently the sea ducks suffered most 
The height of migration of small land birds at Vic- 
toria occurred about Aug. 30. A flock of 150 to 200 
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birds, very low on account of heavy fog and rain, 
consisted of Western and Olive-sided Flycatchers, 
Western Wood Red-breasted Nuthatches, 
Golden-crowned Kinglets, chickadees, Macgillivray’s 
and Orange-crowned Warblers, Western Tanagers, 
White-crowned and Savannah Sparrows, 40 Com- 
mon Bushtits, and Am. Robins. 

Loons through Herons —Common Loons came to 
Victoria the first part of October (A. R. Davidson). 
A group of 20 at Blaine, Sept. 16, was an unusual 
number at one time (Lucile H. Kline). One was seen 
Kitsap Co., Wash., Oct. 3 (Seattle 
Audubon Society). Two groups of Arctic Loons (7 in 


Pewees, 


at Kingston, 


all) were seen at Victoria, Oct. 3. Several Red- 
throated Loons were at Comox, Oct. 25; otherwise all 
loons were below normal (Theed Pearse). A few 
Red-necked Grebes were at Victoria, Sept. 19. Two 


were seen between Seattle and Bainbridge Island, 
Oct. 8 (Zella M. Schultz). The first was seen at 
Blaine, Nov. 23. Both Horned and Eared Grebes 
came to Victoria, Sept. 2, and were common. There 
were 2 Horned Grebes at Blaine, Sept. 6: 37 on 
Oct. 19 (LHK): 3 at Seattle, Sept. 11: and 3 at 
Harper, Kitsap Co., Wash., Sept. 24 (ZMS). Thou- 
sands of Western Grebes were at Comox, Oct. 25. 
They were common at Victoria, Sept. 29; the first 
were at Blaine, Sept. 16. There was a concentration 
of 100+ at Harper, Sept. 24 (ZMS). Pied-billed 
Grebes were first seen at Victoria, Aug. 23. They are 


permanent residents on fresh water in the Puget 
Sound region. From Seattle to Point No Point, 
Admiralty Inlet, Wash., 51 Brandt's Cormorants 


were counted, Nov. 21 (ZMS). Pearse thought the 
form pelagicus had replaced resplendens at Comox. 
Sooty Shearwaters were seen off Port Angeles, Wash., 
Sept. 25; 2 were collected (Garrett Eddy). A 
White Pelican was seen at Blaine on Oct. 9 (very 
unusual, LHK). A Green Heron was seen clearly at 
the University marsh, Seattle, in mid-September 
(Vivian Thorne). A colony of Great Blue Herons 
was found on an island near Comox; otherwise there 
was only an occasional bird (R. Fryer, fide Pearse). 
At Blaine, a group of about 70 was noted, Sept. 26, 
after nesting, and may have been migrating birds. or 
birds that had come together after their usual post- 
nesting wandering 

Swans, Geese, Ducks—A wounded Whistling 
Swan was brought to the lake near Longview. Wash.. 
in early October. The bird was still there, Nov. 29 
(A. B. Lintecum). One was at Green Lake. Seattle. 
Nov. 20 (SAS). A game protector said they had 
been coming through the Snohomish County flats 
the previous week; 5 had been shot by mistake, and 
some 25 hunters were arrested. Two swans stopped 
on Lake Washington. and 5 flew low over Garrett 
Eddy’s house at Seattle. Two high-flying flocks 
(800+) of Canada Geese went over Victoria, Oct. 
17 (J. O. Clay). At Blaine 51 of the larger race 
were noted, Oct. 10; the last was seen, Nov. 18. A 
smaller form (15) was there from Nov. 8 to 12. The 
first flight at Longview (200+) was noted, Oct 
15; 34 were still there, Nov. 29 (ABL). Mallards 
were acting as if paired at Green Lake, Seattle, Oct 
8 (ZMS). They were plentiful (139 counted) at 
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Longview, Nov. 29. Am. 
toria, Sept. 16 (ARD). Many (150+) were op 
Green Lake, Seattle, Sept. 11; about 300, Sept. 27 
and 450, Oct. 8. Shovellers are late migrants on the 


Widgeons were at Vic. 


west coast. The first was seen at Seattle, Sept. 27 
and there were about 150 in the ship canal on Noy 
20 (ZMS). A Redhead (very occasional) was seep 
at Comox the end of August. Wood Ducks declined 
in numbers at Comox; a pair was seen on Whidbey 
Island, Wash., Oct. 8 (LHK). Greater Scaups wer 
first seen at Victoria, Sept. 19, and at Blaine, Oct. 19, 
where there were 150+, Nov. 18. Lesser Scaup wer 
noted at Blaine, Nov. 12. 
fairly well in winter, the Greater on salt water and 
the Lesser on fresh water 


The two species separate 


There were about 200 
molting White-winged Scoters in a flock at Comox 
in August, and at the end of the period ducks, mainh 
scoters, were present in the thousands (TP). It js 
difficult to plot the movement of White-winged and 
Surf Scoters in this Region, as a number of imma. 
tures and non-breeders remain on salt water through. 
out the year. Their numbers increased appreciably a 
Victoria about the end of September, and around 
Seattle and Bainbridge Island, Oct. 8. Ruddy Ducks 
were reported in fairly large groups at Victoria, 
Sept. 20; Blaine, Oct. 15: Seattle, Sept. 11. where 
they increased three-fold by Sept. 27. The firs 
Hooded Mergansers were seen at Victoria, Aug. 18; 
at Seattle, Sept. 11. They seem to have discovered 
Green Lake, at Seattle, as an attractive sanctuary. On 
Nov. 20, 12 to 15 pairs were courting (ZMS, SAS) 
The first Red-breasted Mergansers were at Victoria, 
Oct. 13. They seemed to be scarce in the middle 
Puget Sound area. From Seattle to Point No Point, 
Nov. 21, 25 were counted, and there were 12 along 
the S. W. Seattle shore, Nov. 6 (ZMS). The firs 
Am. Merganser was seen at Victoria, Oct. 17: one at 
Blaine, Nov. 23. Of 25 to 30 on Green Lake, Nov 
20, all were apparently females. 

Hawks, Eagles—A Goshawk at Comox in Octo- 
ber was early for migrants (R. M. Laing). Bald 
Eagles were still around a Comox aerie with 
young at the end of the period; otherwise they were 
scarce (JS. fide TP). One was seen at Bellevue, Oct 
6 (Walter Hagenstein). Laing recorded the first 
nesting of the Golden Eagle on Vancouver Island, 
in the vicinity of Comox. There was a flight of 7 
Marsh Hawks at Comox, Sept. 17 (TP). One was 
seen at Bellevue. Oct. 16 (Walter Hagenstein). A 
Peregrine Falcon at Comox, Sept. 17, looked ver 
much like F. p. peregrinus (TP). Pigeon Hawks are 
either more numerous, or persons are reporting them 
more frequently. There was a juvenal at Comox, Sept 
17; one at Seattle, Sept. 11: and one at Longview for 
several days the first of October. Mrs. Kline had 4 
Sparrow Hawks at her place near Blaine on Sept. 6. 
and 19 on Sept. 19. 

Grouse.—There was a heavy kill of Blue Grouse 
in the Comox area; 5000 were taken from logged: 
over land near Campbell R. Many were quite small, 
as the hunting season was advanced (TP). 

Shorebirds —One Ringed Plover 
Victoria, Sept. 5; and one, Sept. 16. 
Plovers seemed more numerous 
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other waders showing increase there were Long- 
billed Dowitchers; Fryer saw a flock of about 100 
(TP). Three Black-bellied Plovers (one in breeding 
plumage) were seen at Cape Flattery, Wash., Sept. 
1 (VT). The first (7) were at Victoria, Nov. 4 
Three Surf-birds Aug. 2, in- 
creased to about 200, Aug. 27, and dwindled to 75, 
with 4 Long-billed 
Victoria, 8 Ruddy Turnstones were 
seen with some Black Turnstones, Aug. 2. There 
were 11 at Cape Flattery, Sept. 1; 15 at Harper, Sept. 
24, and over 100 between Seattle and Bainbridge 
Island, Oct. 8 (VT, ZMS). The Black Turn- 
stones (18) came to Blaine, Oct. 12, with 30 on Nov. 
2, There was a good flight of Wilson’s Snipe at 
Comox; 50 were in one wet meadow, about 300 at 
another tink Spotted 
Sandpipers were at Victoria, July 29, and the last, 
Nov. 3. A Solitary Sandpiper at Blaine, Aug. 16, was 
Mrs. Kline’s only record. A Wandering Tattler was 
seen at Victoria, Aug. 2, and one on Aug. 31. A 
Willet (rare and irregular) was identified by Mrs. 
Kline at Samish Bay, Skagit Co., Wash., Oct. 9. 
Three Rock Sandpipers were seen at Victoria on 
Nov. 3 only, and a Pectoral Sandpiper was seen on 
Sept. 13. The first small sandpipers, a mixed flock 
of 20 to 30, were back at Comox, July 11 (HML). 
They did not come through in their usual numbers. 
The first Red-backed Sandpipers were at Victoria and 


came to Victoria, 


Sept. 14, Dowitchers in the 


group. Also at 


first 


spot; 50 were shot Two 


Blaine, Oct. 16. There were about 500 at Blaine, 
Oct. 29, and were last seen, Nov. 12. One was at 
Harper, Sept. 24. The rare Stilt Sandpiper was 
observed on Sept. 1 at Cape Flattery for 20 min. 


(VT). Western Sandpipers were back at Victoria, 
June 27; about 100 on July 1. They increased to 200 
by July 4, and were gone by Sept. 16, except for 
one seen, Oct. 14 (ARD). The last Westerns (65) 
were at Blaine, Aug. 5. There were over 150 at Cape 
Flattery, Sept. 1; Western Sandpipers (15) and 
Northern Phalaropes (12) were at Harper, Sept. 24 
(VT, ZMS). Eddy collected a Northern Phalarope 
on the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Sept. 25, and a Red 
Phalarope on Oct 17 

Gulls, and 
more 


Jaegers, Terns.—Parasitic Jaegers 


either were common, or observers were more 
conscious of them. Four were harassing Common 
Terns off a Seattle beach, Sept. 17 (VT). One was 
seen at Harper. Sept. 24; about 12 at Kingston, Oct. 
3, and 3 between Seattle and Bainbridge Island, Oct. 
8. The larger species of gulls were few at Comox; 
not a hundred were seen, instead of the many hun- 
dreds usually flying out to roost. At Harper, Sept. 
24, about 30 adult Glaucous-winged Gulls indicated 
a beginning migration. They came to the Seattle area 
in greater numbers from then on (ZMS). One 
juvenal Herring Gul! was at the ship canal at Seattle. 
Aug. 28; 2 adults at Harper, Sept. 24 (ZMS); and 
Eddy collected one at Port Angeles, Sept. 25. Herring 
Gulls (both an Am. and Thayer's) were observed at 
Green Lake, Nov. 20 (ZMS). California Gulls were 
at Comox in unusual numbers, and stayed late; up 
to Oct. 26. many at the ship canal, 
Seattle, Aug. 28, mostly adults with few juvenals. At 
Harper many were traveling southeast, Sept. 24; at 


There were 


Kingston, Oct. 3, there were a number, also going 

southeast. There were still very many at the ship 
canal on Oct. 8; 300 were estimated on Nov. 21, and 

another 300 were seen between Seattle and Point No 

Point the same day. On Aug. 3 an injured juvenal 

Ring-billed Gull was picked up at Seattle. Adult 

Ring-bills (3) were at Green Lake, Oct 8. The 

first Short-billed Gulls at Harper were 4 adults, Sept 

24. On Oct. 3, about 24 were going southeast at 

Kingston. At the ship canal, Seattle, 400 were seen, 

and another 200 between that place and Point Ni 

Point on Nov. 21 (ZMS). Bonaparte’s Gulls were 
first heard around Comox, July 20 (HML). The 
young showed up well, a large flock being seen, Oct 

25 (TP). At Blaine, 250 were seen, Aug. 10, the 
last on Oct. 16. From Seattle to Bainbridge Island, 
about 1500 were noted, Oct. 8. At the canal, over 
300 were seen, Nov. 21, and another 400 between ° 
Seattle and Point No Point the same day. The uncom- 
mon Franklin’s Gull was well studied with glasses 
at close range at Comox, Oct. 25. It was in winter 
plumage, but still showed some pink flush, and was 
with a large flock of Bonaparte’s (TP). Three Heer- 
mann’s Gulls were seen at Victoria, July 9; one at 
Kingston, Oct. 3; 5 between Seattle and Bainbridge 
Island, Oct. 8; and 9 between Seattle and Point No 
Point, Nov. 2. A juvenal Black Tern was collected 
by Eddy off Point No Point, Sept. 5, possibly the 
third specimen for the west side. 

Doves, Owls.—A flock of 30 Band-tailed 
Pigeons was at Comox, Oct. 25. They were gathering 
near Victoria the latter part of September; about 200 
were noted, Sept. 22; and they were last seen. Oct 

3 (ARD). The last Band-tails (15) were seen at 
Blaine, Sept. 15. Mrs. Schultz believes they do not 
normally winter north of the latitude of Seattle. It 
was unusual to see 7 Mourning Doves at Comox on 
Oct. 25; 9 or 10 were seen elsewhere in the vicinity 


Pigeons. 


They are usually rare, and then only one pair is 
seen (TP). One stayed at Mrs. Kline's place near 
Blaine for a month and left on Sept. 4; they were seen 
at two other places in Whatcom County. A Saw-whet 
Owl about a month old was brought to Mrs. H. L 
Schumacher in Seattle, Oct 3. 

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds —Common 
Nighthawks were late in nesting and stayed late. One 
young about 12 days old was brought to Mrs. Schu- 
macher, Aug. 6, and an injured bird of the year, 
Oct. 3. Common Nighthawks left Blaine, Sept. 5, and 
Tacoma, Wash., Sept. 7 (Louis Jezek, fide Boggs) 
At Victoria there were 2 Black Swifts, Aug. 17 
and 6, Aug. 20. On Sept. 20, about 100 flew 
around Davidson's house for some time, then headed 
south. They were accompanied by 4 Common Night- 
hawks. On Nov. 25, Davidson watched 2 Black 
Swifts over his house for an hour: temperature 54°. 
wind SW, intermittent sunshine and rain. The last 
Black Swift was seen at Blaine, Sept. 5. Six Vaux’'s 
Swifts were noted at Victoria, Aug. 15. J. O. Clay 
saw a Rufous Hummingbird at Victoria, Nov. 30 
Most had gone by Sept. 4 (ARD). The last at Blaine 
was seen, Sept. 1, and one was at Longview for 
several days, ending Nov. 1. 


Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—Last Traill’s Fly- 
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catchers (3) were seen at Blaine, Aug. 28. The last 
Olive-sided Flycatcher was at Victoria, Sept. 2; Wes- 
tern, Sept. 29: and Western Wood Pewee, Oct. 3. 
The only Horned Larks reported were a flock of 8 at 
Victoria, Oct. 5. Violet-green Swallows did not have 
a good year at Victoria; about 100 were gathering, 
Aug. 18; and 12 on Sept. 4 were the last seen. At 
Blaine the last were 5 immatures, Sept. 13. They left 
Longview. Sept. 20. There were 250 to 300 Barn 
Swallows at the S. Seattle tidal ponds, Sept. 11. The 
last seen in Seattle and at Longview were on Sept. 
24. Some young Cliff Swallows were still in the 
nest at Blaine, Aug. 27; the local nesting group of 
about 250 left on Aug. 30. a bad, rainy day; one 
Sept. 5. Some Cliff Swallows 
were picking up mud at Longview in late summer. 
They have not been seen in that area before, but nest 
in numbers in cliffs at Cathlamet, 20 miles west. Pur- 
ple Martins were last seen in Seattle, Sept. 12 (R & 
ED). 

Chickadees. Nuthatches, Bushtits —Both Laing and 
Pearse thought they saw a Black-capped Chickadee 
at Comox: this species has not been recorded there 
so far. The Chestnut-backed showed a slight increase. 


immature was seen. 


Common Bushtits were increasing at Comox: one 
flock of 40 was reported, and some others (D. 
Guthrie, fide Pearse). Red-breasted Nuthatches also 
showed a slight increase at Comox. 


Thrushes.—There were many Am. Robins at Seat- 
tle, Oct. 8, apparently migrants. They were numerous 
at Longview in late September and early October. 


Varied Thrushes were first seen at Victoria, Sept. 


19; at Blaine. Oct. 2; at Bellevue, Oct. 13: and at 
Seattle, Oct. 22. Hermit Thrushes were seen at 
Victoria between Sept. 16 and Oct. 3, in small 


numbers. Some reports at Seattle, Oct. 5 to 12, in- 
dicated a migration. Olive-backed Thrushes left Vic- 
toria, Sept. 2; Blaine. Sept. 6; and Seattle. Sept. 12. 
Western Bluebirds were seen at Victoria between 
Oct. 18 and 24, the largest flock was 26: a few 
winter. A Mountain Bluebird was seen at Victoria, 
Sept. 30, and one at Bellevue, Nov. 11. 

Kinglets. Pipits. Shrikes—Ruby-crowned King- 
lets were at Blaine, Oct. 2 (LHK), and at Kingston, 
Oct. 3) (SAS). Water Pipits came through Victoria 
in goodly numbers, the last being seen, Nov. 17. At 
Blaine the first pipits (19) came in, Sept. 1: in- 
creased to 75 on Sept. 12: and the last was seen, Oct. 
16. Gray Shrikes were reported more commonly: one 
immature at Victoria, Nov. 16; one at Blaine, Oct. 7, 

on Oct. 9: one at Bellevue, Oct. 16 (VT); one 
in West Seattle, Oct. 22 (ZMS). 

Warblers. Tanagers—A Warbling Vireo 
was seen at Seattle, Sept. 12 (R & EB). The height 
of the warbler migration at Victoria was about Aug. 
30. Orange-crowned Warblers were last at Blaine, 


Vireos, 


Sept. 4: 2 or 3 were seen at Seattle, Sept. 11. There 
was a heavy flight of Yellow Warblers at Victoria, 
Sept. 11 (JOC). Mrs. Kline saw her last at Belling- 
ham, Wash., Sept. 17: and a very late report for 


Seattle was on Sept. 21 (R & EB). Audubon’s Warb- 
lers went through Victoria from Sept. 25 to Oct. 6, 
in flocks of 20 to 30, and were seen north of Seattle 
in considerable numbers, with other birds, Oct. 5. 
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There was a movement at Longview the last of Sep. 
tember to early October. Black-throated Gray War 
lers were in the Seattle area from Sept. 11 to Oct. 3 
Townsend's Warblers (16) were at Victoria, Oct. 1 
and at Longview the last of September. They winter jp 
small numbers from Seattle (at least) southward 
The last Black-capped Warblers (3) were at Blaine 
Sept. 1. The last Western Tanager was seen at Vic. 
toria, Sept. 14. A number were seen at Seattle, Sep: 
11, in a definite movement of small land birds. 
Finches and Sparrows.—House Finches apparent 
are spreading on Vancouver Island. They were 
ported at Comox on several occasions by Fryer ané 
Guthrie; one was seen by Pearse, Nov. 28. About 5 
were in a garden at Victoria in mid-November (Mr 
Bell, fide ARD). An adult male and immature mak 
were seen in South Seattle, Aug. 28 (ZMS). Onh 
small flocks of Pine Siskins were seen at Comox, ané 
Am. Goldfinches were down in numbers. There wer 
many Am. Goldfinches around Seattle, Aug. 28; the 
were last seen at Victoria, Sept. 25; and at Blain 
(30), Oct. 6. Savannah Sparrows were plentiful fo 
a short time at Comox on migration. The migration 
was also good at Victoria, where the last were seen, 
Nov. 9. The nesting Savannah Sparrow (brooks) 
leaves the Region in late August or early September 
Later observations are no doubt of northern-nesting 
races (ZMS). The first Savannahs (3) were at Blaine 
Oct. 4. There were many at the S. Seattle ponds, 
Sept. 11; and they were numerous at Harper, Sept 
24 (ZMS). One was seen at Green Lake, Seattle, Nov 
20 (SAS). Mrs. Kline banded a Slate-colored Juna 
at Blaine. Nov. 17. Hagenstein saw his Am. Tre 
Sparrow at Bellevue, Nov. The last Chipping 
Sparrow was recorded at Victoria, Sept. 5. White 
crowned Sparrows were few at Comox, and also a 
Blaine, where the last was seen, Oct. 31. The firs 
migrant White-crown was noted at Victoria, Sept. 10 
Many immatures were at Seattle, Sept. 11. The last 
was seen at Longview, Sept. 23. There were fewer 
Golden-crowned Sparrows than White-crowns a 
Comox (RF); a flock of Golden-crowns was around 
Fryer’s house in November. The first migrant Golden. 
crown was noted at Victoria, Sept. 16. An immature 
was banded at Blaine, Sept. 24, but no more were 
seen. The last was at Seattle, Sept. 13, and at Belle 
vue, Oct. 10. There was a heavy flight of Fox Spar 
rows at Victoria, Sept. 16 (JOC). The first was seen 
at Bellevue, Sept. 21 (WH), and one was banded a 
North Seattle, Sept. 27 (ZMS). Lincoln's Sparrows 
were seen on 8 occasions at Victoria between Sept 
16 and Oct. 18, always in twos—MARTHA R 
FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ. Washington Stat 
Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—After an 
unusual rain in late August, both inland and coast 
wise, that totaled over an inch at the north, its effec 
was masked by a September that was normally warm 
to hot. One series of showers extended south to Oak 
land on Sept. 15-17, but on Sept. 23-26 a hot spell 
with east winds brought even the cities of the coastal 
fog belt into the 90's just at the time when some wit 
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ter visitant land. 
birds normally 
arrive. Advance 
guards did show 
up, but the bulk 
of the popula- 
tions of at least 
some species 
(Am. Robin, Red- 
shafted Flicker, 
Golden-crowned 
Sparrow) was 
delayed. Abrupt 
cooling on Sept. 
28 was followed 
by a mild and 
largely clear Oc- 
tober, with only 
a few light rains 
at the north. Similar conditions existed through early 
November, especially inland; and even at high altitudes 
it was mild, probably accounting for a number of late 
and “highest altitude’’ records in the Yosemite area 
(W. J. Fitzpatrick). In the coastal regions the first 
significant storm came on Nov. 8-11, with strong 
winds on the ocean. It was followed by a more wide- 
spread one on Nov. 14-15, bringing the total rainfall 
close to normal in central California and well above 
it farther north. It also brought the first wintry 
weather to inland and mountain localities, but tem- 
peratures did not drop to below freezing at lower 
altitudes until the end of November. There was an 
excellent crop of Madrofia berries and of acorns lo- 
cally, attracting concentrations of birds after mid- 
November. 

Loons, Grebes —On Oct. 9, Joseph Kittredge saw 
a single Common Loon at Bodega Bay and 2 Red- 
throated Loons at Jenner. Near the peak of the loon 
migration on Nov. 13, Herbert Wong and the editors 
counted those flying past Point Reyes for 314 hours: 
tallying 45 Common, 1984 Arctic, 99 Red-throated, 
and 1064 of undetermined species. Nearly all these 
were flying southward. Thousands of loons were also 
seen by other observers. counting on the same day at 
points farther south, to contribute to the detailed 
study of the coastwise migration of loons in central 
California being carried on by Mr. Laidlaw Williams. 
Single Horned Grebes at Moss Landing on Sept. 22 
(Chas. Anderson, Viola Anderson) and at Jenner on 
Sept. 28 (JK) were about 3 weeks early. 

Shearwaters.—Eighteen Audubon members partici- 
pated in a boat trip from Berkeley to the S.E. and 
N. Farallon Islands on Oct. 3, on which voyage H. L. 
Cogswell counted 2 Black-vented, 50 Pink-footed, and 
about 240 Sooty Shearwaters, and 240 of undeter- 
mined species. An altogether unexpected number of 
the rare Gray-backed Shearwater was encountered: 
at least 12 seen (1 collected), all 8 miles or more 
offshore, as were most of the other shearwaters also. 

Pelicans, Herons.—White Pelicans 
were reported from many localities but in numbers 
only at Alviso, 750-1000, on Sept. 30 i. 2. 
Mewaldt), and over San Pablo Ridge near Berkeley, 
200 on Oct. 30 (A. L. Curl). There seem to be very 








Cormorants, 


few Double-crested Cormorants at the Farallon Is- 
lands despite the vernacular name of the local sub- 
species designating this locality; less than 10 were 
seen from a boat closely circling the island on trips of 
May 22 and Oct. 3 although fairly careful search was 
made among the thousands of Brandt's and hundreds 
of Pelagic Cormorants (HLC). About 400 Am. Egrets 
were found by A. J. Argante on the west side of Yolo 
By-Pass on Oct. 28 and Nov. 5 and 6. Snowy Egrets 
were scarce near San Francisco Bay, 10 at Alviso on 
Aug. 30 (Emily Smith) being the largest number re- 
ported. 

Waterfoul.—At Joice Island (Suisun State Game 
Refuge) on Nov. 14, A. L. Curl reported 20 Whist- 
ling Swans, 150 White-fronted Geese, 200 Snow 
Geese, 2 Gadwalls, and 8 Cinnamon Teal. There were 
no reports of arrival of geese from the major concen- 
tration area—Sacramento Valley—a regrettable gap in 
observations. Kittredge saw 104 Canada Geese near 
Berkeley on Nov. 5. Dabbling ducks were either con- 
siderably down in numbers or remained farther north 
through October, perhaps due to lack of cold weather. 
At Sacramento 200 Pintails were flying south on 
Aug. 15 (W.K. Kirsher) ; and on the same date 120 
flew over Dumbarton Bridge (HLC). The lack of re- 
ports of greater numbers in September and October 
is probably due to lack of coverage of the best habi- 
tats, yet many areas of poorer habitats that held hun- 
dreds of Pintails at this season a few years ago had 
only dozens this year. Among about 70 at San Leandro 
Bay on Nov. 7 there were only 3 females! (HLC) 
Near Watsonville on Oct. 30 a raft of ducks, in which 
Pintails, Shovellers, and Am. Widgeons were identi- 
fied, was on the ocean a mile offshore (CA, VA), to 
which habitat these species retreat commonly in 
coastal southern California when hunted. Herbert 
Wong saw 26 Redheads on Crystal Spring Reservoir, 
San Mateo Co., on Oct. 23. Other diving ducks also 
began to arrive in late October, as usual, but no large 
numbers were reported. On Nov. 13 at Point Reyes 
279 Surf Scoters and 10 White-winged Scoters flew 
southward just offshore in 34% hours of watching 
(R. H. Pray, HW, HLC). Four White-winged Scoters 
at Jenner on Aug. 3 (JK) may have been summer 
stragglers. 

Vultures, Hawks—The Turkey Vulture migrates 
through southern California in conspicuous flocks of 
considerable size and degree of integration, but ob- 
servations in central California are usually of only a 
few birds at a time, or of loose aggregations moving 
about in irregular fashion. A group of this sort, total- 
ing about 40, was over the hills east of Oakland on 
Aug. 28, possibly migrating (HLC), and 60-70 were 
seen at Sacramento By-Pass on Oct. 17 (F. G. Even- 
den). White-tailed Kites showed increases locally, as 
near Alviso, where 6 were hunting on Sept. 30 over 
a field that held one or 2 in past years (ES), and at 
Yolo By-Pass, where 8 were present, Nov. 6 (AJA, 
WKK). A Goshawk was noted on Aug. 12 near 
Whitehall, 3500 ft., Eldorado Co. (E. R. Pickett) 
Rough-legged Hawks, heretofore recorded only after 
mid-November, were found as follows: 2 on Nov. 5 
on the west side of Yolo By-Pass (AJA), one on Nov. 
7 one mile east of Point Reyes Lighthouse (Richard 
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W. Russell, Mr. and Mrs. James Anderson), and one 
on Nov. 13 on Tomales Point (RWR, ef al.). The 
last two records also constitute the only ones for 
Marin County known to the editors. A Golden Eagle 
was seen on Sept. 9 from a suburban residence in 
Lafayette (Harry Adamson). Single Ospreys were 
seen on Aug. 3 at Jenner and Oct. 9 at Bodega Bay 
(JK), both near breeding areas, and, in definitely 
migrant status, on Aug. 21 at Jewell Lake in Tilden 
Park near Berkeley (HW) and Nov. 19 at Moss 
Landing (CA, VA). A Peregrine Falcon was at Bon 
Tempe Lake, Marin Co., on Oct. 10 (ALC), and a 
Pigeon Hawk at Mt. Madonna Park, west of Gilroy, 
on the same date (ES). 

Quail, Cranes, Rails, Coot—California Quail were 
present in good numbers in many locations in the 
central part of the State. Two very late broods of 
young were noted: tiny ones on Aug. 10 at Aptos 
(Mrs. H. E. McMinn), and two-thirds grown ones on 
Aug. 22 near Inverness (HLC). Sandhill Cranes were 
first noted on Sept. 25, when there were 15 about 2 
miles west of Willows (J. E. Balch). On Oct. 25 
and 30 there were 186 and about 300, respectively, 
6 miles west of Chico (JEB); and on Oct. 31 about 
300 seen near Thornton (ERP). These are 
normal arrival dates, with increased numbers to be 
expected later. Clapper Rails continue to be reported 
regularly from the remaining salt marsh areas on Bay 
Farm Island and near San Leandro Bay (Junea W. 
Kelly, HLC), a maximum of 5 being noted in a 2- 
hour visit on Sept. 5 (HLC). Am. Coots are as 
abundant as usual in areas visited by the editors; but 
not a single report was received from other localities. 
It would be interesting to know if there is any ap- 
parent reduction in numbers after the extended, no- 
limit open season on them last year. 

Shorebirds.—Surf-birds were reported only at Point 
Pinos, 14 on Sept. 26 (CA, VA), and at Mendocino 
and Bodega Bay, 7 on Sept. 28 (JK). There were 
many reports of Black Turnstones, July 12 and later, 
with a maximum of 185 at Pacific Grove on Sept. 26 
(CA, VA). A flock of 25 Long-billed Curlews at San 
Leandro Bay on Sept. 12 (JWK) is above normal for 
the locality. One Spotted Sandpiper was at 8600 ft. 
in Tuolumne Meadows on Aug. 24, at which altitude 
it is rarely seen in the Yosemite area (WJF). Two 
Red Knots, one still in red plumage, at Moss Landing 
on Sept. 29 (CA, VA), were the only ones reported. 
Single Pectoral Sandpipers were seen at Point Pinos 
on Sept. 1 (LW) and at Carmel River mouth on Sept. 
11 (Elmer Highley); two were at the latter locality 
on Sept. 16 (CA, VA). A Baird's Sandpiper was at 
Bay Farm Island on Oct. 31 (HW). One Stilt Sand- 
piper was seen at Moss Landing on Sept. 19 (CA, 
VA), the several reports of this species in recent years 
suggesting that it is no longer so rare as formerly in 
California. On the west side of Yolo By-Pass, 500} 
Red-backed Sandpipers and 48 Am. Avocets were 
present on Nov. 6, a late date for the latter in this 
area (AJA), while at Bay Farm Island Am. Avocets 
increased from about 400 on Sept. 12 to 900 on Nov. 
7 (HLC). A “yelping” parent and 4 juvenal Black- 
necked Stilts were seen at Alviso on Aug. 30 (ES). 
On Oct. 3 just to the south of the S.E. and N. Faral- 
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lon Islands massed flocks of Red Phalaropes totaling 
about 10,000 were feeding; the flocks also contained 
an estimated 1000 or more Northern Phalaropes 
(HLC, ef al.). Along the coast, many Red Phalaropg 
were seen migrating and feeding on Nov. 12 at Pacifc 
Grove (ES); 12 on Nov. 13 at Natural Bridges State 
Park near Santa Cruz (Ken Legg); and 6 on Noy. 
17 at Bodega Bay (JK). At the last locality, the 
northernmost coastally for Wilson's Phalarope, there 
were 25 present on Sept. 9 and 2 on Oct. 21 (JK), 

Jaegers, Skua—At Point Pinos, Pomarine Jaeger; 
were seen passing southward: 2 on Oct. 1 (also 5 
of undetermined species), and one on Oct. 11 (LW), 
On the afternoon of Oct. 3, Cogswell and others op 
a chartered boat trip counted 17 jaegers between the 
N. Farallon Island and 314 miles off the Marip 
County shore, of which at least 4 were Pomarine and 
one either Parasitic or Long-tailed. None were seep 
in the forenoon. Several miles northeast of the SE 
Farallon Island, in the midst of efforts to collect 4 
Gray-backed Shearwater on this same trip ‘see above), 
a still greater rarity showed up and was taken also, 
This was a Skua, the specimen being the fifth one 
from California waters, although there are also several 
sight records. 

Gulls, Terns.—Arrival of some Glaucous-winged 
Gulls 2 to 4 weeks earlier than normal is shown by 
an adult at Bay Farm Island on Sept. 12 and 7 first. 
year birds near the Farallon Islands on Oct 3 
(HLC). At Point Reyes on Nov. 13 one or two of 
the many Heermann’s Gulls present showed promin. 
ent white patches in the middle of the upper wing 
surface (HW, RHP, HLC), a color aberration de. 
scribed by Hubbs in 1951 (Condor, 53:221-227). 
An adult Forster's Tern was carrying fish to a 
juvenal in a large flock of mostly adult terns at Bay 
Farm Island on Sept. 5. Included in the flock were at 
least 5 Common Terns (HLC) and these were ap. 
parently the ones present also on Sept. 12 (JWK, 
HLC, ef al.), as plumage variations were closelj 
similar. 

Alcids—A pair of Pigeon Guillemots at Cave 
Rock State Park near Santa Cruz were still feeding 
young on Aug. 25 (Helen and Betty Kimball). This 
species was very scarce on Oct. 3 between the Farallon 
Islands and the mainland, only about 5 being seen 
near the S. E. island (HLC). On the same boat trip 
Common Murres were found at many points all the 
way to the islands, with a concentration of several 
hundred just outside the Golden Gate and _ several 
within San Francisco Bay, one even to within 1), 
miles of the Berkeley harbor. Other alcids seen on 
this trip were: Cassin’s Auklet, 2 or 3 (compared 
to 250 on Sept. 10, 1950); Rhinoceros Auklet, 3; 
Tufted Puffin, 1 immature. 

Owls, Poor-will—Great Gray Owls continue theit 
apparent increase in Yosemite National Park, 1 to 3 
being noted frequently at altitudes near 7000 ft 
along the Glacier Point Road but less often this 
year near Crane Flat (WJF). A Pygmy Owl was at 
Smiths Creek on the Mt. Hamilton Road, Oct 29 
(Lillian Gorham, fide ES). Louise Hatton saw 4 
Poor-will in auto headlights in Calera Canyon, neat 
Salinas, during a drizzle on Nov. 9 and 2 there on 
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Ov. iM. 
gen through Woodpeckers —Very few Vaux’s 
Swifts were reported as migrants: Sept. 13 and 16, 
1 and 2, respectively, at Lafayette (HA); and Sept. 
14, 2 at Moro Rock, Sequoia National Park (ES). 
Flying with the last was a single Black and 3 White- 
throated Swifts. Radial migration of Anna’s Hum- 
mingbird carries them eastward to Arizona and north- 
westward to the northern California coast. The first 
appeared at Westport. Mendocino Co., on Oct 6 and 
several were present to at least Nov. 19 (Mrs. R. 
Coy). At Mills College, Oakland, where they were 
present continuously, songs were heard in every 
month and the first nuptial flight was seen on Nov. 
20 (HLC). Allen’s Hummingbirds were last seen at 
Westport on Sept. 8 (RC) and in El Cerrito on Oct. 
16 (ALC), although general departure in Oakland 
was over by mid-September despite the warm 
weather. Belted Kingfishers were seen at non-breed- 
ing areas as early as Aug. 15 and migrants occurred 
in city areas from El Cerrito (Sept. 4 and Oct. 16, 
ALC) to Mills College (Aug. 21 to Oct. 21, HLC). 
Arrival, or increases due to influx of migrants, was 
noted for Red-shafted Flickers on Aug. 27 at West- 
port (RC) but not until late September in central 
California. Similarly Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers (Red- 
breasted) appeared on Sept. 18 at Westport (RC) 
and Sept. 23 at Salinas (Francis Johnson) but not 
until Oct. 6 to 10 in localities near the Santa Cruz 
Mountains (R. J. Richardson, ES). Lewis’s Wood- 
peckers were seen on Sept. 17 at El Cerrito (ALC) 
and Oct. 23 at Crystal Springs Reservoir, San Mateo 
Co. (HW). 

Flycatchers, Swallows —A Tropical Kingbird was 
observed closely on Point Reyes peninsula on Nov. 
13 (HW, RHP, HLC) 6 miles NW of the place 
where one was collected on Oct. 21, 1951 (Condor, 
§4:117), and to the coast as is apparently 
typical of these fall vagrants. Last dates were about 
normal for Ash-throated Flycatcher (Sept. 4-8); 
Western Flycatcher (Sept. 13-Oct. 8), Western Wood 
Pewee (Sept. 3-6), and Olive-sided Flycatcher (Aug. 
11-Sept. 18). A Say’s Phoebe on Sept. 3 at Westport 
was early (RC). Tree Swallows on Oct. 17 near 
Thornton were estimated at 1000 (AJA, WKK), 
obviously migrants; on Nov. 14, 5 were at Joice Id. 
(ALC). Cliff Swallows depart from most nesting 
areas in this Region in late August or early Septem- 
ber, but several were seen about Chalone Peak Look- 
out, near the Pinnacles, on Oct. 10 to 13 (Paul Beggs, 
fide Mrs. Betty Jackson). Purple Martins were last 
seen in a downtown Sacramento nesting area on Aug. 
11 (A. Meuser) but 4 were at Courtland on Aug. 29 
(ERP). 

Chickadees through Mockingbird.—About 20 Chest- 
nut-backed Chickadees were found at Alder Creek 
Camp Ground, 2 miles east of Whitehall, 3500 ft. 
alt., Eldorado Co. on Oct. 5) (WKK, AJA), where 
they have been previously reported since 1951 in 
Audubon Field Notes. This plus other records farther 
south in the Sierra Nevada (Curl, Condor. 54:115) 
indicate that this coast range species is rapidly be- 
coming established in the denser forests on the west 
Slope of the northern Sierra Nevada also. A Red- 
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breasted Nuthatch, rare on the floor of the Central 
Valley, was seen at Sacramento By-Pass on Aug. 27 
(ERP). In the Yosemite area, W. J. Fitzpatrick lists 
the following unusual records, chiefly because of 
higher than normal altitude: Am. Dipper away from 
any stream at Harden Lake, 7600 ft. on Oct. 17; 
Bewick’s Wren, 2 on Nov. 7 in Yosemite Valley at 
4000 ft., double their usual maximum altitude and 
far beyond typical chaparral or foothill woodland 
habitats; Long-billed Marsh Wren at 8600 ft. in 
Tuolumne Meadows on Aug. 24; and a Mockingbird 
at El Portal, 2000 ft., om Oct. 17. At the western 
fringe of their range, in cities east of San Francisco 
Bay, Mockingbirds were seen by various observers 
from Aug. 21 onward. In North Berkeley one sang 
regularly from Oct. 9 to 29, and was again noted on 
Nov. 24 (song much reduced) and 25 (RHP). 

Thrushes through Starlings ——Robins were late in 
reaching normal winter flock size and were slow in 
spreading to many areas, most observers reporting 
only “scouts” or “few” until mid-November's colder 
weather. There were “many” locally, however, as 
near Sacramento, Oct. 18 to Nov. 11 (Mrs. Ray 
Henderson) and at Mt. Hermon (Adist Boylan). 
On late afternoon visits to the roost in Joaquin Miller 
Park, Oakland, about 50-100 were seen in one-half 
hour on Sept. 4 and a few hundred on Sept. 19, but 
4000 to 8000 in 10 minutes on Nov. 26 (HLC). 
Varied Thrushes were found in many localities, the 
earliest near the coast on Oct. 2 at Alameda (JWK), 
and inland on Oct. 12 at Pine Grove, Amador Co. 
(FGE). At Carmel Highlands migrating Olive-backed 
Thrushes were heard overhead on the nights of Sept. 
18-19 and Sept. 27-28, the latter being the latest 
record for the season. Golden-crowned Kinglets were 
conspicuously numerous, Sept. 23 to Oct. 13, in the 
Big Tree groves of Sequoia National Park; near the 
coast they were noted on Oct. 13 at Ross (JWK, 
Marion Zimmerman) and Oct. 27 at Mills College, 
Oakland (HLC), but failed to become widespread. 
A Ruby-crowned Kinglet at Sacramento By-Pass on 
Aug. 12 (ERP) was about 6 to 8 weeks ahead of the 
main wintering population. Various early flocks of 
Cedar Waxwings were reported, the first being 25 
at Loomis, Placer Co., on Aug. 20 (Mrs. O. C. 
Porter); but they remained low in numbers in Oak- 
land through the period. On the Point Reyes penin- 
sula at least 400 Common Starlings were seen on 
Nov. 13 (HW, RHP, HLC) at the same cattle 
ranches where 50 were first found in 1949; about 50 
were 3 miles west of Sacramento on Nov. 28 (WKK, 
AJA). 

Vireos, Warblers —A Red-eyed Vireo, found dead 
on Sept. 29 at Pebble Beach, is reported in the Nov. 
1954, Sanderling, mimeographed publication of the 
Monterey Peninsula Audubon Society. A last date for 
Warbling Vireo, Oct. 13, at Ross (JWK), is about 
3 weeks after the general departure. Over 100 mi- 
grant Orange-crowned Warblers were recorded at 
Sacramento By-Pass on Aug. 21 and 22 (FGE, ERP) 
and 25 in a Sacramento dooryard on Aug. 29 (Muriel 
Kaminsky). Also on Aug. 29 there were presumed 
migrants near Mills College, Oakland (HLC), while 
on Aug. 17 in the Montclair district a few miles 





away a fledgling was still being fed (Mrs. H. K. 
Trousdale). The latest Nashville Warblers noted in 
the Sierran breeding range were on Sept. 25 at 
Badger Pass, 7400 ft. (WJF). At Sacramento, 4 were 
seen many times during the last few days of warm 
weather, Nov. 5 to 12 (Jim Wanzer). Migrating 
Yellow Warblers were present in areas of Oakland, 
where they do not nest, on Aug. 14 and 15, and daily 
from Aug. 26 through Sept. 26, the peak numbers 
appearing on Sept. 1, 2, and 12 (HLC). Waves of 
Yellows were also reported in Golden Gate Park, 
San Francisco, the first week of September (Florence 
Plymell, JWK) and Sept. 15 (HKT). Five Black- 
throated Gray Warblers were in one tree north of 
Sacramento on Sept. 22 (MK). Townsend’s Warblers 
were reported from various localities from Ross to 
the Pinnacles, the earliest being at Aptos on Sept. 3 
(Dr. Glenn Bradt, fde KL). One or two were seen 
at Cedar Grove, Kings Canyon National Park, on 
Sept. 16 (ES). A Hermit Warbler appeared in Mont- 
clair, Oakland, on Sept. 9 (HKT), and a North- 
ern Water-thrush spent half a day at the Pinnacles 
National Monument headquarters on Sept. 1 (D. 
Bruce Jackson, BJ). Macgillivray’s Warblers were 
seen on Aug. 28 at Redwood Canyon, near Oakland 
(HLC), Sept. 9 at Lafayette (HA), and Sept. 20-21 
at Palo Alto (Harriet Munday). The last Black- 
capped Warblers of the season were at the Pinnacles 
on Oct. 9 (BJ), migrants having been seen in Oak- 
land and San Francisco, Aug. 18 to Sept. 18. The 
rare Am. Redstart was observed at two locations: a 
female on Sept. 2 and 3 at Chain-of-Lakes in Golden 
Gate Park, San Francisco (Ruth Fauhl, FP), and a 


female on Sept. 10 in Salinas, watched for 20 
minutes (FJ). 
Icterids through Finches—A Western Meadow- 


lark on Peregoy Meadow, 7100 ft., Yosemite, on Nov. 
13 was at an unusually high altitude for the date 
(WJF). A male Bullock's Oriole at Smiths Creek on 
the Mt. Hamilton road on Oct. 29 (Lillian Gorham) 
was 7 weeks later than the general departure of the 
species. Western Tanagers were reported as migrants 
in many Bay Region cities, from Aug. 29 in Oakland 
(HLC) to Oct. 13 at Rose (JWK); and at Pine 
Grove, Amador Co., on Oct. 12 a Western Tanager 
and a Black-headed Grosbeak were both late (FGE) 
The grosbeaks left the Bay area by early September, 
but a very late female was at Soquel on Nov. 9 
(RJR). A Lesser Goldfinch at 7100 ft. on Peregoy 
Meadow, Yosemite, on Sept. 25 was at an unusual 
altitude (WJF). A very late nest of this species in 
Sacramento held 4 young on Nov. 12 that did not 
survive the storm of the following week (Helen 
Grant). Red Crossbills were still at Mt. Hermon, 2 
to 4 being seen, Aug. 28 to Sept. 28 (ES. Lelah 
Miller, Fanny Zwaal) and 5 or 6 daily in November 
(AB). 

Sparrows.—A Green-tailed Towhee was seen bath- 
ing on Sept. 22 at the Pinnacles National Monument 
(BJ). A high altitude vagrant Vesper Sparrow was at 
8600 ft. in Tuolumne Meadows, Yosemite. on Aug. 
24 (WJF). Slate-colored Juncos were seen at Mills 
College, Oakland, on Nov. 1 (HLC) and in a near- 
by residential area the previous week (L. Stallcup). 


































































In Carmel Highlands a female Oregon Junco wy, 
seen carrying, but dropping, nesting material gp 
Sept. 27, 29, and Oct. 7, giving evidence of a fall fe. 
surgence of the pairing drive (LW). The last recor) 
of Chipping Sparrows was on Nov. 14 at El Porta 
(WIJF). Arrival of the wintering Zonotrichia spar. 
rows is always a major event in a bird-watcher’s yea 
in California. The first 2 White-crowns were noted 
at Sunol on Sept. 18 (Milton Seibert), and they be. 
came widespread in the Bay area and south to the 
Pinnacles by Sept. 26 (arriving during the hot 
weather). Golden-crowns were first noted excep. 
tionally early at Sacramento By-Pass on Sept. 12 
(ERP), and arrived gradually in the western parts 
of the Region between Sept. 20 and 28 with further 
increases in October. By November they were te. 
ported as unusually numerous at several localities 
At least 6 White-throated Sparrows were seen: 2 on 
Oct. 14 at the same feeding station east of Willows 
where present in the past two winters (JEB), one on 
Oct. 30 in Tilden Park (ALC) and one in Mont. 
clair, Oakland (HKT), one or more in October and 
on Dec. 2 in Berkeley (Dr. Lynn Foree), and one 
on Dec. 1 in Berkeley (C. G. Thompson). Fox 
Sparrows seemed unusually numerous at Oakland 
(HLC), although considered about as last year at 
Los Gatos (ES). The earliest 2 were noted in Golden 
Gate Park, San Francisco. on Sept. 18 (JWK)— 
Howarb L. Cocswett, Dept. of Biological Science 
Mills College, Oakland 13, Calif.; and Russet H 
Pray. 662 Santa Rosa Ave., Berkeley 7. Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—A 
moderate winter which started late and ended earl 
brought early summer weather conditions to South. 
ern California 
The _ early 
thaws of | the 
compara- 
tively light 
snowpack in 
the mountains 
led to un- 
naturally early 
flowering of 
high foothills 
and mountain 
meadows in 
June and July 
In these areas 
the spring 
growing season was advanced nearly a full month, 
and as a result, the mountain areas were mostly 
brown by late July. As a further consequence of 
this, the fire hazard in Southern California remained 
at the critical level throughout the latter part of 
the nesting season and the fall migration period 
(which is normally a period of very high fire haz- 
ard). Many forest fires again raged wildly through 
the mountain areas of Southern California and in- 
deed throughout almost the entire State of California 
from July through October. Southbound Rufous Hum: 
ingbirds were greeted in July with dry, flowerless 
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meadows which worsened as the season advanced. 
Many sought refuge in lowland gardens and orchards 
in bloom because of irrigation. Above-normal tem- 
peratures prevailed throughout the summer and fall 
(especially in June, September, October, and early 
November), and this enhanced the fire danger. A 
general picture of the desert areas was obtained from 
D. W. Moore of China Lake (western Kern County) 
who reported that the average winter rainfall was 
barely enough to start a good crop of desert plants, 
but that these were cut short by sudden heat and 
drying winds. This situation was in general reflected 
in many other parts of Southern California in June 
and July. Numerous small marshes and swamps were 
added to the dried, drained, and 
cleared areas. Another fine marsh where shorebirds 
and other water birds nest and congregate 
doomed when final plans were adopted for the con- 
struction of a small-boat harbor in the present Playa 
del Rey Basin. It is fortunate indeed for many of 
California's water birds that many large tracts of 
Salicornia and Spartina marshes and accompanying 
mud flats and tidal estuaries were rendered inviolable 
as part of large coastal military reservations. This 
summer's dry season was temporarily terminated in 
mid- and late November by two drenching rain- 
storms which surpassed last year’s precipitation totals 
for that time of year. The general picture of the fall 
migration in this Region may be summarized as fol- 
lows: summer visitants were generally very late in 
departing for their wintering grounds to the south; 
southbound migrants were late in passing through and 
were widely scattered and rather inconspicuous; many 
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summer visitants and southbound migrants lingered 
late into the season: winter visitants from the 
mountain areas and the northern areas were slow in 
arriving in the southland and generally were sparse 
in numbers; waterfowl were notoriously tardy in ar- 


many 


rival, reflecting the mild fall weather prevailing in 
Canada during late summer and early fall; there was 
a very poor showing of pelagic species during sum- 
mer and fall. After the short rains of November the 
Region again returned to drought-like conditions with 
temperatures in the 80's prevailing into December. 

Loons through Pelicans.—The southward flight of 
loons was late and generally poor close to the coast. 
Very few loons were present in local coastal waters 
and only small flights were observed moving off the 
coast, most of these coming in mid-November. Com- 
mon Loons were very scarce, but three birds reached 
inland waters on Nov. 28 at Lake Norconian, where 
they are rare (Norman H. Mellor). No doubt the 
flight of loons was late and must have passed our 
shores well out to sea. Eared Grebes were slow in 
arriving but they showed a better fall flight than last 
year at the same time. Horned Grebes continued to 
show a slight seasonal increase as winter visitants 
from year to year. No Red-necked Grebes were re- 
ported. The southward flight of Sooty Shearwaters 
failed to materialize in our waters during August and 
very few were observed through November. No other 
shearwaters were reported although many field ob- 
servers were active in pelagic observing during this 
period. A sea trip taken in late November netted only 




























































two Sooty Shearwaters as the sea was like glass, the 
temperature in the 70's, and the visibility excellent. 
The old adage, “the weather was too warm for 
ducks,” seemed to have been borne out for many 
species during the fall. Who can explain the imma- 
ture Blue-footed Booby which was captured in the 
downtown business district of Pasadena early in Sep- 
tember? The bird was later sent to the Audubon 
Center at El Monte, banded, released at Playa del Ray, 
and later captured and given to the Marineland 
Oceanarium at Palos Verdes where it is currently on 
exhibition. Pelagic Cormorants reached coastal waters 
in small numbers by early September and a few may 
almost always be seen fishing in waters at the mouth 
of Ballona Creek during fall and winter. White Peli- 
cans migrated south in large flocks during early No- 
vember. Their numbers dropped from 560 in mid-. 
September to 30 at the end of November at the 
Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge (Ed. J. O'Neill) 
A flock of some 200 birds passed over Mentone, Nov. 
25 (J. D. and J. M. Goodman) and a single bird was 
at Carlsbad Lagoon, Oct. 23 (Eleanor A. Pugh). 
Herons and Ibises—Snowy Egrets were normal 
during the fall while Am. Egrets showed a decline in 
mid-November and a general scarcity everywhere. Two 
Am. Bitterns (another bird which has suffered seri- 
ously from land reclamation) were at Hansen Dam 
marshes, Dec. 5 (Marion Wilson). Wood Ibises were 
somewhat low in coastal lagoons this year as the first 
birds arrived early in September. A single Wood Ibis 
was at Lt. Maxton Brown Wildlife Sanctuary near 
Oceanside, Sept. 7 (MW); there were 30 birds there 
by Sept. 15 (Francis Raymond). All had departed by 
the end of October. On the other hand, the migration 
of Wood Ibis to the Imperial Valley was excellent as 
more than 4000 birds assembled there. The southward 
migration of these birds started in late September and 
by Oct. 17 only 10 birds remained in the Valley. The 
only White-faced Ibises reported were 2 from the 
marshes at Playa del Rey, Sept. 9, 10, and 11 (Ed.). 
Waterfowl—Continued fair weather throughout 
late summer and fall resulted in late and relatively 
small flights of all types of waterfowl to the Southern 
Pacific Coast Region. A general summary (excluding 
the Imperial Valley) is as follows: Mallards: rela- 
tively few; Gadwall: entirely unreported; Pintail: 
conspicuously low in early fall, coming with a rush 
later; Green-winged Teal: very scarce; Blue-winged 
Teal: no records; Cinnamon Teal: poor numbers; 
absent in many places; Am. Widgeon: late start but 
came in well; Shoveller: fair showing for poor flight 
so far; Redhead: practically none; Ring-necked and 
Canvas-back: a few small flocks but generally poor; 
Lesser Scaup: very few small flocks; Am. Golden-eye: 
continues to increase as winter visitant to our Region; 
Buffle-head: low; White-winged Scoter: no reports; 
Surf Scoter: began arriving in something like normal 
by late in November; no reports of Am. or Hooded 
Mergansers. We saw Red-breasted Mergansers as the 
only species in anything like normal numbers by the 
end of the fall season. Ruddies were generally very 
common. Twenty-five hundred Am. Widgeon were at 
Lake Norconian, Nov. 28, but this species was scarce 
elsewhere except along coastal Ventura County (Mimi 
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and A. Small). A Barrow’s Golden-eye was reported 
from the west side of the Salton Sea, Dec. 5 (Mrs. 
Ethel West) and is the first report of this species in 
many years. No flights of geese were reported from 
the Region (other than the Salton Sea area) and a 
single Snow Goose was in Lincoln Park, Los Angeles, 
Dec. 6 (Bess M. Hoffman). The only Wood Ducks 
reported (the usual Fairmont Park, Riverside birds 
have long departed from there) were 2 at Westlake 
Park, Los Angeles. Dec. 6, and one at Lincoln Park, 
Dec. 6 (BMH). 

The waterfow! picture from the Imperial Valley as 
reported by Ed. J. O'Neill was as follows: 8 Canada 
Geese were first seen on Sept. 22 and had increased to 
300 by the end of November (normal for this species 
at this time is about 4500 birds); White-fronted 
Geese arrived early in October when 34 were present 
on Oct. 1; these had increased to 1500 by the end of 
November as against 300 at the same time last year; 
Snow Geese were first seen in the Imperial Valley, 
Oct. 11, when 50 were counted and these had in- 
creased to 4000 by the end of November; this com- 
pares with 6400 present at the same time last year and 
was itself about 50% of normal at that time. It is 
difficult to reconcile these figures with the marked 
increase in White-fronted Geese as compared with 
last year. A summary of the duck population shows a 
marked increase over the same period last year. Pin- 
tails showed up later than usual and were definitely 
low in numbers of immatures this fall as was deter- 
mined from banding operations. About 6000 Pintail 
were present in the Valley, Aug. 24; these had in- 
creased to more than 15,000 by the end of September. 
There was a gradual drop to early October and again 
after that until about 5000 remained at the end of 
November. Green-winged Teal arrived in late August 
when 500 were present. These gradually built up to 
about 4000 by the end of October and an aerial 
survey of the entire Imperial Valley in mid-November 
showed the total population of Green-winged Teal to 
be about 7000 birds. Only about 300 Mallards were 
present in the Valley by the end of November. Am. 
Widgeon started arriving the week of Sept. 20 and 
by the last of November more than 7000 were on the 
Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge and an estimated 
total of 15,000 in the entire Imperial Valley. 

Birds of Prey.—Bald Eagles remain very scarce in 
this area and none were seen in the vicinity of Cata- 
lina Island throughout the summer and fall. A pair 
of Golden Eagles was at Hesperia, Nov. 25 (J. H. 
Comby). A Ferruginous Hawk at Borrego Valley, 
San Diego, Nov. 27 (MW). constitutes the only ob- 
servation of this bird. The first record of the Red- 
shouldered Hawk from the Idyllwild area was a bird 
seen on Sept. 1 (NHM). White-tailed Kites returned 
to the Audubon Center of Southern California (here- 
after ACSC) and a Prairie Falcon was there. Oct. 31 
(Alma Stultz, Director). Ospreys were seen as fol- 
lows: 1, October. Fish Creek Canyon, San Bernardino 
Mts. (EW): 1, Sept. 11 and Oct. 31, Malibu Inlet 
(Ed.); 1. Idyllwild, Oct. 15 until Nov. 9 (first record, 
NHM). A Burrowing Owl has moved into the ACSC 
(AS) and Pygmy Owls continue to be very common 
near Corona (NHM). Short-eared Owls 


went un- 
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recorded in migration and seemed to have disappeared 
from the marshes near Playa del Rey. 

Upland Game Birds.—Remnants of the Turkeys ip. 
troduced into the rugged terrain of the San Jacinto 
Mountains were still present this summer as a mayi. 
mum of 30 birds was seen (fide NHM). Their exac 
number cannot be known as yet. Pressure for an open 
season on Rock Partridge resulted in a short season 
on these birds in some Southern California counties. 
It has been well established that these birds have 
“taken"’ in most areas where planted and are well 
able to survive waterless summers much better than 
quail. J. D. Goodman reported that Gambel’s and 
Mountain Quail were frequent visitors in large num. 
bers to the waterhole at Stubby Springs in Joshua 
Tree National Monument during late August. These 
two quail are rarely seen together as the Gambel’s js 
a desert quail and, of course, the Mountain Quail js 
primarily a resident of the mountains. Gambel’s Quail 
were seen at North Banning, Oct. 7 (14) and Oct. 15 
(10) (Belle Wilson). The following is a summay 
of Ground Dove records for Southern California in 
1954: 3 were reported from Anaheim; a single pair 
was at La Mirada, and another bird was reported 
from the vicinity of Buena Park early in June (JHC). 
Another Ground Dove was picked up dead near Red- 
lands earlier in the spring (fide EW). Six Ground 
Doves were at Corona from Oct. 22 until Nov. 20 
and a single unsexed bird was taken (NHM). Thus 
it would appear from the frequency of these obser. 
vations that we are undergoing a definite mild in- 
vasion of Ground Doves from the Colorado River 
Valley and the Imperial Valley and that the range of 
these birds in California seems to be extending west- 
ward and northward, at least temporarily. A remark- 
able occurrence is that of a pair of Inca Doves from 
Oct. 1 (NHM). This is but the second 
record of this bird within the State and no specimen 
has ever been taken in California. The other obser- 
vation was made in mid-February 1928 at Palm 
Springs and seems well authenticated (Grinnell & 
Miller, Pacific Coast Avifauna, 27, 1941). 

Shorebirds. —The shorebird migration 
was somewhat late and lighter than normal. Moun- 
tain Plover were unrecorded; Black-bellied Plover 
were a little late and their numbers were down no- 
ticeably: Surfbirds were present at the Ballona Creek 


Corona, 


southward 


Breakwater from early in September until mid- 
November but in much reduced numbers; Ruddy 
Turnstones were very scarce and Black Turnstones 


were down in choice localities; Wilson's Snipe were 
unreported; Long-billed Curlew were very scarce and 
Hudsonian Curlews were far below normal numbers; 
only:a single Wandering Tattler was recorded in mi- 
gration, that from Shaw's Cove (near Laguna Beach) 
(FR): Willets were about normal: Greater Yellow- 
legs were scarce and 2 Lesser Yellow-legs were re- 
ported from Carlsbad Lagoon, Aug. 20 (BMH), and 
one at the mouth of the Santa Ana River, Sept. 26 
(JHC). Red Knots were reported from Alamitos 
Bay. 5, Sept. 26 (JHC): Silver Strand Beach near San 
Diego, 14, Oct. 9 (EAP); and Seal Beach, 32, Nov. 
11 (FR). A single Baird's Sandpiper was identified 
near the Salton Sea, June 21 (Pat Gould, Robert 
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Smart, John Tramontano); Least, Western, and Red- 
hacked Sandpipers were numerous, as were Do- 
witchers; Marbled Godwits were low; Am. Avocets 
and Black-necked Stilts were very abundant in some 
areas, notably in San Diego County coastal lagoons. 
Phalaropes in general were scarce as compared with 
other years. However, many Northern Phalaropes lin- 
gered until well into November. The usual heavy 
concentrations of Wilson’s and Northern Phalaropes 
at Carlsbad Lagoon and Upper Newport Bay were 
very light and Red Phalaropes were scarce close to 
the coast. Eight Northern Phalaropes were at Shaw's 
Cove, Nov. 12 (FR); about 20 were in the Catalina 
Channel, Nov. 21 (L. A. Audubon Society); and 2 
birds were at the Salton Sea National Wildlife 
Refuge, Nov. 26 (MW). 

Gulls, Terns, and Jaegers.—Ed. J. O'Neill reported 

Laughing Gulls showed no evidence of having nested 
at the Salton Sea this year as only 5 adults were 
present. He also reported the total number of Gull- 
billed Terns present at the Salton Sea to be about 
200, but of four separate nesting attempts, none was 
successful. Glaucous-winged Gulls were very late in 
arriving and when they did their numbers were small. 
An immature Sabine’s Gull was at Playa del Rey, 
Sept. 10 (Ed., Pat Gould, Duane Carmony). Least 
Terns had departed by Sept. 15 and Royal Terns were 
scarce. After an absence of a season, the Elegant Terns 
returned in small numbers to our coast. Their ‘‘cycle”’ 
for the past seven years may be summarized as fol- 
lows: 1948—very few; 1940—none recorded; 1950— 
as many as 100 in flock; 1951—(banner year) as 
many as 4000 from San Diego to Morro Bay; 1952— 
flight of several hundred; 1953—one record of small 
flock; 1954—recorded from Playa del Rey from Sept. 
9, 10 and 11 (as many as 15), and a single bird lin- 
gered at Malibu until Nov. 14 (Ed.). Four Common 
Terns were at Alamitos Bay, Sept. 26 (JHC). 
Land Birds.—Poor-wills were still 
singing in Cuyamaca Park by the end of September 
(EAP). Vaux'’s Swifts migrated through in small 
widely-scattered flocks during the first two weeks in 
September as contrasted with their swarm-like spring 
migrations. Black-chinned Hummingbirds had, for 
the most part, departed by the end of September. 
Rufous Hummingbirds were in abundance in moun- 
tain meadows and some lowland areas throughout late 
July and August, and most had departed by the end 
of August. A few Allen's Hummingbirds, which nor- 
mally have all left by the third week in August, re- 
mained into October; and a single bird remained until 
Nov. 29 at the Tucker Bird Sanctuary in Orange 
County (Fern Zimmerman). Allen’s Hummingbirds 
remained as late as Oct. 17, feeding on bush pents- 
temon in Cuyamaca Park (EAP). Calliope Humming- 
birds had departed from their mountain homes by the 
end of July and Costa's Hummingbirds lingered into 
September, usually gone by the end of 
August. The only Lewis's Woodpecker reported was 
a bird at Fish Creek Canyon, Oct. 4 (fide EW). A 
single Yellow-bellied (Red-naped) Sapsucker was at 
Cuyamaca Park, Oct. 17 (EAP). Very few of the 
Yellow-bellied (Red-breasted) Sapsuckers were re- 
ported. 
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Flycatchers, Swallows, Nutcrackers —Most of the 
Western Kingbirds had departed by early September 
but 3 were at Lake Norconian, Nov. 28, a very late 
date (Mimi and A. Small). No Vermilion Flycatchers 
were at Mecca and the only birds of this species re- 
ported were 2 from the Salton Sea National Wildlife 
Refuge. Nov. 26 (MW). Most Western Wood 
Pewees had departed by mid-September but a single 
Olive-sided Flycatcher lingered at the ACSC until 
the very late date of Nov. 30 (AS). Cassin’s King- 
birds were very uncommon. Most of the swallows 
were gone by the third week of September, except in 
the Imperial Valley, where many lingered into Octo- 
ber. Two late Tree Swallows were in south Los 
Angeles, Nov. 15 (BMH) and a single Rough-winged 
Swallow was at Ballona Creek, Dec. 19 (Ed.). Five 
Clark’s Nutcrackers were seen high (7000 ft.) in San 
Gabriel Canyon, Oct. 23 (MW). 

Mockingbirds, Thrushes.—The rare 
Winter Wren was seen near Whittier Narrows Dam 
about Oct. 15 (JHC). A single Mockingbird was resi- 
dent at 4000 ft. in Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, Aug 
20 (EAP). Small migrant Am. Robin flocks began 
appearing in the southland in early November and on 
Nov. 4 a flock of 20 birds was at the ACSC, where 
there was but a single bird last year (AS). Small 
flocks of robins appeared near Corona about Nov. 15 
(NHM). Most of the Olive-backed Thrushes moved 
through in mid-August but a single bird lingered at 
Lakeside until Sept. 8 (Mrs. E. H. Bowersock). A 
single Townsend's Solitaire was at San Gabriel 
Canyon, Nov. 13 (MW). The largest flock of Moun- 
tain Bluebirds reported was a group of 100 seen near 
Hemet, Nov. 20 (EW). A smaller group was near 
Laguna, Nov. 28 (FR). 

Gnatcatchers through Starlings.—The first Black- 
tailed race of the Plumbeous Gnatcatcher ever to be 
recorded from the ACSC was seen on Nov. 20 (John 
Tramontano, Robert Smart). Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
were a few weeks late in arriving in numbers over 
most of the southland. Water Pipits, likewise, were 
about two weeks late in arriving. Cedar Waxwings 
arrived in better numbers than last year and some- 
what earlier. The first group recorded was a flock of 
100 from the ACSC, Oct. 7 (AS). The appearance 
of Common Starlings very close to, and actually in, 
Los Angeles indicates that their long-feared arrival 
has become a reality. A flock of 20 birds was seen 
near Victorville early in September (fide Kenneth E. 
Stager) and a group of 7 seen near the Los 
Angeles International Airport. Dec. 4 (Fd.). 

Warblers.—The fall warbler migration was as usual 
dull and uninspiring in most places. Most species 
came through on schedule and again there were 
numerous cases of birds lingering into late autumn 
to take advantage of the mild weather. Many Nash- 
ville Warblers were seen pausing in their migration 
at Stubby Springs at Joshua Tree National Monument 
between Aug. 27 and 30 (JD, JMG). A single male 
Nashville Warbler was singing in Snow Canyon as 
late as June 17; there is no record of actual nesting 
this far south, although there have been a number 
of very suspicious instances. A very interesting report 
was of a male, female, and four immature birds on 
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Mt. Pinos, July 15. Here is good evidence that there 
might have been a nesting although no nest was 
found. Audubon’s Warblers were about two weeks 
late in arriving and were low in numbers at the start 
of their influx. A late Orange-crowned Warbier 
(Lutescent race) was at Corona, Dec. 1, and an ex- 
tremely late Yellow Warbler was there on the same 
date (NHM). A few Townsend’s Warblers remained, 
probably to winter, by the end of November. A Vir- 
ginia’s Warbler, which normally breeds in the Clark 
Mountain area of northeast San Bernardino County 
and migrates through the Colorado River Valley, was 
present near Pasadena early in October. For the third 
winter in succession a Painted Redstart arrived to 
winter near San Bernardino. This bird arrived, Sept. 
27, and was seen by numerous observers (EW ). 
Blackbirds, Tanagers.—Tri-colored Blackbirds were 
at Point Mugu, Nov. 14 (Mimi and A. Small) and 
a flock of 150 was in south Los Angeles, Nov. 15 
(BMH). A Summer Tanager, decidedly uncommon 
away from the Colorado River Valley, was near San 
Juan Capistrano early in October (Pat Gould). 
Finches and Sparrous.—For the second winter in 
succession a Rose-breasted Grosbeak was seen in 
Orange County. This bird, a female, was observed 
every day at the feeding tables of the Tucker Bird 





Sanctuary from Sept. 5th through 25th (FZ). A flog 
of some 20 Evening Grosbeaks was at Buckhorn Fla, * 
in the San Gabriel Mountains during mid-Octobe 
(Dorothy Groner). Purple Finches returned to lov. 
land areas somewhat later this fall in keeping with 
the general trend. On July 15 250 Lawrence's Gold. 
finches were at the summit of Mt. Pinos (8900 ft) 
(PG, JT, RS), where they were found last year. The, 
were also reported as numerous at Cuyamaca Park 
during September and October (EAP). An interesting 
report was that of 6 Red Crossbills at a camp ground 
near Camp Angelus in the San Bernardino Mountains 
Aug. 7 (EW). Lazuli Buntings remained late, untij 
Oct. 1 at Cuyamaca Park (EAP). A single Gray. 
headed Junco was feeding in company with Oregon 
Juncos (both Oregon and Pink-sided varieties) along 
the Sweetwater River in Cuyamaca Park, Oct. 24 
(EAP). No _ Slate-colored Juncos were reported 
Golden-crowned Sparrows started arriving in small 
numbers the first week of October while White. 
crowned Sparrows were about 10 days late before ar. 
riving in anything like normal numbers. Two White. 
throated Sparrows arrived at Corona in early Novem. 
ber and were seen almost daily at a feeding station 
thereafter (NHM).—ARNOLD SMALL, 5838/4 W 
88th St., Los Angeles 45, Calif. 





NEXT YEAR’S CHRISTMAS COUNT DATES 


December 24—January 1 





Readers: 


Now is the time to start thinking about making a Breeding Bird Census this 
spring and summer. We hope new areas will be covered this year and former 
areas will continue to be censused. Copies of the leaflet, “Instructions for 
Making Bird-Population Studies” are still available for fifteen cents from 
1130 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 





Suggested Criteria For The Validity Of Records 


Our readers may be interested in the suggested 
criteria for the acceptance of bird records adopted re- 
cently by the New York State Bird Book Committee 
of the Federation of New York State Bird Clubs. 
Groups in other sections of the country might care to 
adapt or accept these criteria for their own records. 

Of all the subjects which must be considered in the 
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planning of a regional ornithology, none is as déli-| 
cate, controversial, and yet necessary, as the deter! 
mination of which records shall be deemed valid ané{ 
which shall not. The New York State Book Com. 


mittee, therefore, has considered it important to sf 


up certain criteria for the acceptance of records, for 
the guidance not only of the eventual editor of the 
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book, but of present Regional Editors and member 

clubs now engaged in amassing local data. 

The criteria listed below cannot be taken as an 
absolute standard. Since every editor has his own 
standards of validity, the Committee's scale can be 
at best a considered recommendation. It can serve for 
all bird club “censorship” committees of record. 

A state bird book can be no better than the reli- 
ability of its records, and no one is better qualified 
to pass on the reliability of those records than the 
observer's own fellow club-members. 

In the following listing of criteria, order of accept- 
ability is in the order of rank 

Records meeting the following criteria are deemed 
WHOLLY ACCEPTABLE: 

1. A record supported by a fully-documented, avail- 
able specimen 
A record supported by an unquestionable and 
documented photograph or motion picture. 

3, A record supported by an unquestionable and 

documented sound recording. 

4. A record supported by a specimen no longer avail- 
able, but previously verified by a competent au- 
thority. 

5. A record supported by a captured live specimen, 
verified by a competent authority, and later re- 
leased. 

5. A record supported by conclusive and unquestion- 
able circumstantial evidence in lieu of a specimen, 
such as a readily-identifiable footprint, nest, egg 
or part of a specimen. 

A sight record of an easily-identified species, sup- 

ported by multiple observations by competent ob- 

servers, and appropriate as to date and place. 

Records meeting the following criteria are deemed 

ACCEPTABLE accompanied by supporting 

documentation: 

8. A sight record of a species easy to identify, ap- 
propriate as to date and place, for which there are 
previous comparable records, by a ssmgle compe- 
tent observer 

9. A sight record « 


when 


f a species eas) to identify, in- 
appropriate as to date or place, but for which 
there are previous comparable records, by multiple 
competent observers. 

10. A sight record of a species easy to identify, 7n- 
appropriate as to date or place, but for which 
there comparable records, by a 
‘ingle competent observer. 

Records which do not meet any of the above criteria 
are deemed QUESTIONABLE, and particularly sub- 
ject to scrutiny, and should not be considered AC- 
CEPTABLE without strong supporting evidence. 

Records meeting the following criteria are deemed 
UNACCEPTABLE under any circumstances: 

11. A sight record of a species difficult to identify, 
inappropriate as to date or place, for which no 
previous records exist, by a single observer. 

12. A sight record of a species difficult to identify, 
regardless of date, place, or previous records, by 
an observer or observers of unknown competence, 
or known incompetence. 

13. A record of any kind for which there is no docu- 

mentation or supporting evidence. 


are previous 








14. A record of a species for which the possibility 
exists of it being an escaped or released caged 
bird. 

In considering the validity of sight records, the 
following factors, in addition to ease of identification, 
appropriateness of date and place, and number of ob- 
servers, should be weighed: Length of time under 
observation, distance of observation, weather and light- 
ing conditions, observable habits, size comparison with 
other nearby birds, whether in flight or at rest, 
whether song or note was heard, optical instruments 
used. previous experience with the species by the ob- 
server(s). 

For the purpose of this classification, the term sight 
record includes both appearance and voice. Thus cer- 
tain species may be unmistakable both as to appear- 
ance and voice, and a record might be acceptable on 
either or both counts. Other species may be easily‘ 
identified by either appearance or voice, but not by 
both, and the determining factor would be which ob- 
servation was claimed. Contrarily, the term difficult 
to identify is deemed to refer to a species difficult to 
identify by both voice and appearance. 

BREEDING RECORDS 

The following classification, in diminishing order 
of acceptability, applies to evidence of breeding. 

Breeding records meeting the following criteria are 
considered ACCEPTABLE: 

1. Pair of birds seen, with nest discovered, and 

young flying or ready to fly. (Evidence of success 

and location.) 

2. Nest and flying young discovered (evidence of 
location but not complete success). 

3. Young fledged, just on wing, not capable of pro- 
longed flight. (Evidence of success but not exact 
location.) 

4. Nest with young unquestionably identified. ( Evi- 
dence of location and incomplete success.) 

5. Nest with eggs unquestionably identified. (Evi- 
dence of location and incomplete success.) 

6. Occupied nest, or nest with incubating bird and 

evidence of actual incubation. (Evidence of loca- 

tion and incomplete success. ) 

Identifiable nest of the year with evidence of 

breeding use. (Evidence of attempt, known loca- 

tion.) 

8. Identifiable dead nestlings—no nest or parent 
birds found. (Evidence of failure, general loca- 
tion. ) 

9. Parent birds repeatedly seen carrying food, in re- 
stricted areas. (Incomplete evidence of success, 
general location.) 

10. Identifiable eggs, or eggshells, (no nest). (Evi- 
dence of attempt, unknown location.) 

Breeding records meeting the following criteria are 
considered UNACCEPTABLE: 

11. Parent or parent birds building nest (evidence of 
attempt, known location). 

12. Pair in courtship activity during breeding season. 
(Presumed attempt.) 

13. Pair present during normal breeding season (pos- 
sibility of breeding). 

14. Singing male on territory (possibility). 

15. Single bird present during nesting season. 
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of 


Spring Migration 











As this cooperative venture enters its third year on a continent-wide scale we wish to thank again all ob. 
servers who have contributed their migration dates in the past. There were three times as many contributors 
in the spring of 1954 as in the preceding year. We hope for almost as great an increase in 1955. 


ia 





The aim of this study is to make use of the wealth of information which heretofore has remained dormant 
in the notebooks of thousands of back-yard observers throughout the United States and Canada. We have 
selected 37 familiar birds (the same list as last spring). Some were included at the request of investigators whg 
are working on the migration of a particular species. Others were selected to provide both day and nigh 
migrants for each spring month so that bird migration throughout the spring can be correlated with weath@ 
conditions. Records obtained during the two previous spring migration periods have already been put to uf 
by several ornithologists. 








This is a migration study rather than just a list of dates ‘first seen.” We wish, therefore, to have report 
on only those birds which are believed to have actually arrived (or departed) on the date when seen or heard 


No one is expected to supply information on all of the species on the list. Some of these birds, such as th 
Common Crow and Slate-colored Junco, winter in most parts of the United States. Only observers in the f 
north, bird banders, or people who make daily counts of birds in their neighborhood are likely to detect thg 
first northward movement of these two species. Many other birds on the list may not occur in the particulg 
area where you make your regular observations. 










This year we should like to have not only the date when each species was first seen or last seen, but 
number of individuals seen on these dates. Furthermore. if any peak migratory movements can be detected 9 
the dates of these and the number of individuals recorded on these dates would also be appreciated for ag 
species on the list. Please also include the state or province, county and locality where seen, as well 
your name and mailing address. 


Canada Goose 


























Wood Thrush 





Marsh Hawk Eastern Bluebird (male) 
Killdeer Eastern Bluebird (female) 
Wilson's Snipe Red-eyed Vireo 
Mourning Dove Black and White Warbler 
Common Nighthawk Yellow Warbler 

Chimney Swift Myrtle Warbler 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird Oven-bird 

Yellow-shafted Flicker American Redstart 
Eastern Kingbird Red-winged Blackbird 
Crested Flycatcher Baltimore Oriole 

Eastern Phoebe Scarlet Tanager 

Eastern Wood Pewee Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Barn Swallow Indigo Bunting 

Purple Martin | American Goldfinch 
Common Crow Slate-colored Junco 
House Wren Chipping Sparrow 
Catbird White-crowned Sparrow 
Brown Thrasher White-throated Sparrow 









Reports may be sent either through your Regional Editor or to Chandler S. Robbins, Patuxent Researd 
Refuge, Laurel, Maryland. Mimeographed sheets for reporting these migration dates will be furnished t@ 
anyone who wishes to distribute them to local clubs.—John V. Dennis, Chandler S$. Robbins, James 
Zimmerman. 
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